
‘Our sheep won but we get the rosettes!’ 
Pictures from the Vale Show on page 18. 
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An extremely adaptable and 
versatile hospitality venue, j 

The ultimate venue for hosting J 
Corporate Events such as 
Seminars, Conferences, Meetings, 
Exhibitions and Dinners, 
whilst also being the perfect 
location for all your 
private function needs. 


DARTS, 

AMERICAN POOL 

and fast food are also 
provided at the 150-man 
capacity bar. 


ENTERTAINMENT ALL YEAR 


7Ac Ratty 
JhterhatioHaC 
Struct 


months before the actu¬ 
al jubilee in 2012.” 

Mr Richards pointed 
that he had chaired the 
working party set up to 
organise the Queen’s 
golden jubilee in 2002, 
and also the ‘Porthcawl 
Remembers’ events in 
2005, which marked the 
60th anniversary of the 
end of the war. 

“There was no inter¬ 
ference from the coun¬ 
cil then in the way we 
operated, and we ran 
very successful events 
both times,” he 
recalled. 

“We had a very good 
relationship with the 
council, but that has 
been lacking this time. 

“I feel we were being 
bulldozed, with no con¬ 
sideration for the mem¬ 


bers of the working 
group, who are all vol¬ 
unteers.” 

Mr Richards stated 
that he had begun to 
liaise with Linday 
Morgan, chairman of 
the town’s chamber of 
trade and with John 
Berry of the YMCA, 
who were both keen to 
get involved. 

“We had arranged a 
meeting, but it had to be 
called off because it 
was in the day, instead 
of the evening. 
Everything was going 
well.” 

Council leader David 
Deere had called a 
meeting with Mr 
Richards and with the 
mayor to see if a way 
forward could be found. 
(TURN TO PAGE 19) 


Bridgend’s BIG Venue... 

BREWERY FIELD 

BISTRO & SPORTS BAR 


All meals freshly 
prepared and our CHIPS 
are HOME MADE. 

Choose a variety of tasty 
meals from £3.75 
Tues to Sat 10am - 3pm 

SUNDAY LUNCH 

(12 noon - 3pm) 

2 Courses £8.95 

3 Courses £10.95 
CHILDRENS 

meals available 


Opening Hours: 

BISTRO: All day breakfast from 
10am. Tues-Sat: Lunch llam-3pm. 
Sunday Lunch 12pm-3pm. 

Fri & Sat: Dinner 6pm-10pm. 

THE BOOT ROOM: 

Tuesday-Sunday 5pm until late 


AUGUST 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Saturday Popular Acts 
14th Donna Marie 
21st Chunk 
28th Caroline Cooper 


ABOVE: Nathan Williams (left) and friends George Neeson, 
Toby Thompson and Jack Williams, were back in school 
last week - they were filming a BBC Wales series. 

For a full report, see page 5. (Photograph by Malcolm Nugent). 


THE chairman of 
Porthcawl’s 
Diamond Jubilee 
working group 
has resigned, 

claiming town 
council interfer¬ 
ence in the 
group’s activities. 

Former mayor David 
Richards was invited to 
take over the helm of 
the group by council 


Farm & Country’s first Welsh 
store will open in Bridgend 


Bridgend Ind Est /a 
Tel: 01656 648600 

QUALITY FEED MERCHANTS 


WE ARE MOVING ON... 
Glamorgan Farm Supplies 
are joining forces with the 
leading retailer 
Scats Farm & Country Store. 

We would like to thank all our 
customers for their continued support. 
New Premises, More Offers, Same Faces 

STOCK REDUCTION!!! 
Sale now on 
before the big move 


EHWAOfl 

Hicatiiat iti 


Bridgend Ind Est 
Tel: 07855 301107 
Tel: 01656 664155 


WE ARE ALSO ON THE MOVE... 
We will be located next 
to the new Scats Farm 
& Country Store. 

Larger premises giving you 
more choice and value but with 
the same fantastic service. 

We look forward to seeing all our existing 
and new customers at the new site 


LEADING rural 
and farm retailer 
SCATS Farm & 
Country is set to 
open its first store 
in Wales - and has 
chosen Bridgend. 

Due to open later this 
year, Farm & Country’s 
20th store will be located 
in a prominent position 
on Brackla Industrial 
Estate, with easy access 
from Junction 36 of the 
M4. 

A spokeswoman stat¬ 
ed: “The 3.2 acre site 
will feature a large retail 
shop, stocking every¬ 


thing for the farmer and 
rural dweller, including 
animal health and hus¬ 
bandry items, a Mole 
Valley Farmers Farm 
Service customer desk, 
pet and equine depart¬ 
ments and a Welsh food 
and drink department. 

“A large yard area will 
hold good stocks of tim¬ 
ber, fencing, gates and 
fuel tanks, with a sepa¬ 
rate garden area stocking 
outdoor furniture, 
planters and pots. 

“The store will offer a 
separate large animal 
feed store with a dedicat¬ 
ed sales office where 


customers can make pur¬ 
chases and obtain spe¬ 
cialist advice on all feed 
and yard products.” 

SCATS Farm & 
Country had made a sig¬ 
nificant investment in the 
site in order to transform 
the former bath and tiles 
outlet into a one-stop 
shop for the farming and 
rural community in 
Bridgend. 

The country lifestyle 
brand is in the process of 
recruiting more than 25 
full and part time staff, 
including an experienced 
store manager to lead the 
team. 


Alun Johnson, SCATS 
Farm & Country head of 
retail sales and market¬ 
ing, commented: 

“This is a fantastic 
site which has allowed 
us to introduce the 
SCATS Farm & Country 
brand and retail offer to 
customers in and around 
Bridgend. 

“SCATS Farm & 
Country is part of the 
Mole Valley Farmers 
Group who will continue 
to provide agricultural 
services in south Wales, 
including feed and for¬ 
age solutions for farmers. 

“South Wales is a key 
agricultural trading area 
and we have been keen 
for some time to invest 
in Bridgend providing a 
retail offering for both 
farmers and country 
dwellers living and 
working in the town and 
surrounding districts.” 

SCATS Farm & 
Country has also 
announced that it is join¬ 
ing forces with agricul¬ 
tural supplies company 
Glamorgan Farm 
Supplies to boast a com¬ 
bined farming heritage of 
more than 100 years. 

Glamorgan Farm 
Supplies will vacate its 
premises on the 
Bridgend Industrial 
Estate, moving stock and 
team members to the 
new SCATS Farm & 
Country store, giving 
customers a larger prod¬ 
uct range at competitive 
prices, with the same 
quality of service.” 

Building work has 
started on the site, with 
the store due to open in 
October. 


THE BOOT ROOM 

next door to the bistro, is 
a perfect place for sports 
fans with seven screens 
and Sky Sports on offer. 
There’s no reason to miss 
any of the action! 


We’re still in school! 

- but don't worry, we 
are only pretending! 


COUNCIL INTERFERENCE IS BLAMED 


SHOCK AS TOWN 
DIAMOND JUBILEE 
CHAIRMAN QUITS 


leader, David Deere. 

Mr Richards told The 
GEM that, initially, the 
council appointed Coun 
Wendy Ingram to sit on 
the working party and 
she was there from the 
start. 

He said that she 
acted as a link with the 
town council. 

But the council then 
decided to appoint two 
more members to the 
working party - Sean 
Aspey and the town 
mayor, who this year is 
Coun Mary Emment 
Lewis. 

It was further decid¬ 
ed that the working 
party would have to 
meet in the evenings to 
accommodate council¬ 
lors who work. 

That was the last 


Report by 
| JAYNE ISAAC | 

straw for Mr Richards. 

“Members of my 
working group are all 
known to me and were 
invited by me, because 
I was aware of their 
abilities and experi¬ 
ence,” he said. 

“I have no idea who 
the councillors are, or 
what their background 
and skills are. 

“Also, many of the 
group are involved in 
other organisations 
which meet at night, 
and we do not want to 
add to the number of 
evening commitments. 

“It seems ridiculous 
that the council is 
insisting on this, 22 
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Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, August 12th, 2010 


Stamps ‘thank you’ 

1 AM writing to thank The GEM for 
the safe arrival of the Royal Mint 
stamps ‘Britain Alone’. 

It was indeed a lovely surprise. 

H Morgan, Bridgend 


SCHOOL’S 

PARKING 

PROBLEMS 


BRIDGEND Town 
Council has 

approached the 
head of Brynteg 
Comprehensive 
School to complain 
about older pupils 
at the school park¬ 
ing their cars out¬ 
side residents’ 
driveways, on dou¬ 
ble yellow lines and 
driving on grass 
verges in the streets 
around the school. 

In his reply, Dr Chris 
Davies said he shared 
those concerns but the 
answer lay with BCBC. 
He said he had suggested 
for the past 15 years that 
Mount Earl, Heol Gam, 
Neville Road, Brynteg 
Avenue, Brynteg 

Gardens and other cul de 
sacs be designated “resi¬ 
dents only” parking. 

Dr Davies said that 
students bringing cars to 
school was a major prob¬ 
lem, and the school had 
reluctantly provided a 
sixth form car park in a 
bid to reduce nuisance to 
neighbours. 

Dr Davies said he was 
dismayed by the way 
some students drive, and 
training had been provid¬ 
ed in the school, includ¬ 
ing sessions about dan¬ 
gerous driving. 

He urged residents to 
report any incidents of 


unacceptable behaviour 
to the school with the 
registration number of 
the car so that it could be 
dealt with. 

Bryntirion 
Comprehensive School is 
also experiencing prob¬ 
lems with cars. Concerns 
have been mounting 
about the number of par¬ 
ents who drive their cars 
into the school grounds 
in the mornings and 
afternoons, increasing 
the safety risk to pupils. 

The school has now 
banned parents from 
driving into the school to 
collect children in the 
afternoon. This is being 
done as a pilot scheme. 

There is also a prob¬ 
lem with sixth formers 
bringing their cars to 
school and parking with¬ 
in the school grounds. 

COUNCIL’S REPLY: 
The town council has 
now been told that put¬ 
ting in restricted parking 
and more double yellow 
lines around Brynteg 
Comprehensive School 
would cost about £7,000. 

John Duddrige, from 
the highways depart¬ 
ment, said that if the 
town council would con¬ 
tribute, the scheme could 
proceed. 

The council has now 
agreed to offer £2,500 
towards the cost. 


Bikes request 
is withdrawn 


A request from the 
BCBC’s youth serv¬ 
ice for assistance to 
replace stolen bikes, 
which was sent to 
Bridgend and other 
town and communi¬ 
ty councils, has been 
withdrawn. 

A letter has been sent 
by the council apologis¬ 
ing for the unauthorised 
request being made. 

The original letter said 
that 11 bikes kept at the 
council depot had been 
stolen. They were used to 
take young people out on 
trips. 

They asked for help in 
replacing them at a cost 
of £500 per bike. 

However, when the 


request came up at 
Bridgend Town Council, 
members were concerned 
about how the theft had 
occurred in a council 
depot and wanted to 
know who was responsi¬ 
ble for their security. 

A letter was sent to 
BCBC, asking if police 
had been informed of the 
theft and asking if there 
was any CCTV evidence 
to pinpoint the culprits. 

The second letter 
withdrew the application 
for financial help. 

The GEM has now 
asked what happened to 
the bikes and how is the 
theft being investigated 
by the council. 

We have also asked if 
the police are involved. 


THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 



We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. Letters 
and emails MUST include full address and a contact telephone number. An email 
address alone is not sufficient. We will {in certain circumstances ), protect a writer’s 
identity, if requested. Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The 
Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


Abolition of cheques: 

WHY SHOULD BANKS 
BE JUDGE AND JURY? 


1 AM not sure if people 
are aware that the 
banks are considering 
the complete withdrawal of 
cheques in the next few 
years. 

In my view, this could cause 
serious problems for small busi¬ 
nesses and sole traders like 
plumbers who still make con¬ 
siderable use of cheques. 

It is likely to cause very seri¬ 
ous inconvenience to private cit¬ 
izens, when they give a present 
of money to their children, and 
clubs who use cheques exten¬ 


sively for paying subscriptions. 

Even if a free electronic alter¬ 
native is provided, this would 
not be as convenient as people 
would have to queue up to use 
it rather than leaving payment 
with the treasurer or, indeed, 
posting it. For older people who 
do not want to get involved with 
computers and so forth, it could 
cause even greater problems. 

A committee is considering 
the matter and it has been 
agreed that cheques will not be 
withdrawn until ‘an acceptable 
alternative’ is available. 

Unfortunately, the committee 


is run by the banks, whose idea 
of an acceptable alternative 
might be very different from 
that of users. 

What is, perhaps, of even 
more concern is that the 
Government has taken a very 
hands-off approach - in effect, 
leaving the banks as judge and 
jury in their own cause. 

It seems to me that the general 
public should be made aware of 
the position and, if they agree 
with my view, take steps to 
ensure that their interests are 
properly protected! 

Gavin Davies 


WHY ALL THIS ADULATION 
FOR PEOPLE WHO MURDER? 


I S a comparison 
to be made 
between the 
recent adulation for 
Raoul Moat, shown 
by a small but 
vociferous section 
of the community, 
and those (in this 
country and 
abroad) who 
declare that terror¬ 
ists stand for some 
righteous cause? 

In both cases, these 
opinions are irrational 
and even insane. These 
pathetic hangers-on who 
‘identified’ with Moat, 
would have been his first 
target, without compunc¬ 
tion, however they grov¬ 
elled. 

That was the method 
by which he hoped to 
succeed in his way of 
life, by terrifying people 
who shared his values - 
but are weaker, in body, 
conceit and vanity. 

Similarly, those who 
claim that the terrorist is 
a ‘freedom fighter’, are 
quite as likely to be 
blown to pieces by the 
terrorist, as those who 
oppose terror. 

The terrorist frequent¬ 
ly chooses the innocent 
quite deliberately - in 
market, church or 


mosque - and the con¬ 
cept of a conscience is 
seen by him as weak¬ 
ness. 

The terrorist is against 
humanity, because of 
pathological hatred. 

Moat shared this extreme 
form of mindless anger, 
which may have been a 
deliberate choice of his 
personality, because he 
lacked any higher 
beliefs. 

Is it possible that the 
lack of compassion or 
human sympathy, alone, 
could so poison any 
mind? Surely not. 

Irrational or not, the 
viewpoint of his apolo¬ 
gists presents us with a 
huge social problem. 

What kind of forces 
in our society develop 
the emotional distortions 
of people who admire 
Moat, when he is bash¬ 
ing other people - until 
the day when he breaks 
into their house, and 
they phone the police, 
begging to be protected 
from him? 

Yes, they are stupid, 
but that is obvious. It is 
not an explanation. 

What made them so stu¬ 
pid? 

I suggest a couple of 
explanations: that the 
entertainment industry 
glories in blood and ter¬ 


ror, to grab the attention 
of the viewers; and per¬ 
haps a few of us have a 
predisposition to imitate 
what we see, as ‘joy-rid¬ 
ers’ in stolen cars are 
encouraged by well- 
staged car chases on so 
many films. 

I suggest that current 
affairs are presented in a 
similar manner, not so 
that one might under¬ 
stand banking, and plan 
how to prevent future 
dishonesty, but rather to 
stir up the emotion of 
frustrated anger, that we 
are helpless pawns of 
bankers who cheat us. 

We are not pawns of 
anyone, if we gain 
understanding. 

There is another 


explanation, that if you 
push ‘mind-changing’ 
drugs into your mouth or 
your veins, because you 
think it is smart, you 
may well end up as a 
zombie or a mindless 
thug. 

The steroids which 
Moat took, may have 
developed his biceps, at 
the same time as they 
corroded the cells of his 
brain. That is a very 
poor exchange for any 
human being. 

Strange chemicals 
from a laboratory you 
know nothing about, will 
only destroy what you 
are, as Moat lived to 
show us all. 

CN Westerman, 

Brynna 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL AUGUST 19) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those 
in Porthcawl. It should be remembered that along 
the coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in 
Barry, the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


WHITE I0fl 

• WE welcome your view,s news and other 
items. Email: ggem@ internet-today, co. uk 
or write to: The GEM, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 



AM 

M 

PM 

M 

12 

Thur 

08.44 

10.3 

21.03 

10.6 

13 

Fri 

09.29 

10.4 

21.42 

10.6 

14 

Sat 

10.11 

10.1 

22.27 

10.1 

15 

Sun 

10.53 

9.6 

23.11 

9.4 

16 

Mon 

11.34 

8.9 

23.56 

8.7 

17 

Tues 



12.25 

8.3 

18 

Wed 

00.49 

8.0 

13.34 

7.7 

19 

Thur 

02.16 

7.7 

15.06 

7.6 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where 
they could be cut off, should always check with a 
tide tablespecific to their location. 


LOCAL INFORMATION 

MADELEINE MOON MP for Bridgend 
Constituency office - 47 Nolton Street, Bridgend. 
Telephone 01656 750002. 

HUW IRRANCA-DAVIES MP for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 737777 
JANICE GREGORY AM for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 860034 
CARWYN JONES AM for Bridgend 
Constituency office 01656 664320 
BRIDGEND CAB Citizens’ Advice Bureau, 26 
Dunraven Place, Bridgend 01656 654951 
MAESTEG CAB Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
01656 734662 

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111 
(Emergency number 999) 

COASTGUARD 01792 366534 

GAS (escapes and emergency) 0800 111999 

ELECTRICITY (power cuts) 0800 0520400 

WATER SUPPLY (emergency) 0800 0520130 

HELPLINES 

Alcohol and drugs: 

DASH 01656 650686 

SSAFA - Forces Help for serving and ex-service 
men, women and families in need 01656 785435 
SAMARITANS (emotional support) 01656 662333 
MENTAL DISTRESS 

(Mental Health Matters) 01656 767045 

CHILDLINE 0800 1111 

NSPCC 0800 800500 

RSPCA 0300 123 0744 

WOMEN’S AID 01656 766139 

Bridgend Carers’ Centre 01656 658479 

Alzheimer’s Society (Bridgend) 01656 651490 

BRIDGEND COUNTY BOROUGH 

COUNCIL 

Housing service 

(General inquiries) 01656 643643; 

HIGHWAYS (drains, blockages etc) 01656 643643 

(outside normal working hours) 07831 143600 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

(general enquiries) 01656 642200 

(outside normal working hours) 01443 204010 

VOLUNTARY WORK Bridgend Association of 

Voluntary Organisations (BAVO) 01656 810400 


# Tln» CJimoitin 

GEM 

SUPERB READER HOLIDAY OFFER 


FOUR-STAR BEST 
OF THE WEST END 

O ur superb value ‘Best of 
the West End’ breaks 
give you the opportunity of 
seeing the top West End 
show of your choice plus 
the luxury of a night in a 
four-star hotel complete 
with leisure centre and 
indoor swimming pool. 
Includes • Return coach 
travel & West End transfers 
• One night’s bed and 
continental breakfast 
accommodation at the four- 
star Hilton Hotel, Watford, 
Coppid Beech, Bracknell or 
Thistle St Albans • An 
evening ticket from a superb 
choice of top shows • Time in Central London for shopping 
and sightseeing • Hotel based representation 




From M m0 r QQ 
Departs September 2010 to February 2011 


FOR FURTHER INFO, TO BOOK BY CREDIT 
CARD OR REQUEST A BROCHURE CALL: 

§ 0845 226 7766 @ 

Quoting Advert Code GLG (calls charged at local rate) 
Request a brochure online at: 

www.newmarketbrochures.co.uk/glg 

Or book online at 

www.newmarket.travel/glgl 1454 

NEWMARKET PROMOTIONS LTD. ABTA V787X 


- A family owned newspaper covering Penarth to Porthcawl! 


“ We hope you 
enjoy your GEM” 

CAROLINE 

ATTYA 

General Manager 
& Editorial Director 

CLARE GORE 

Assistant to 
General Manager A 


r “We aim to use 

all local news 
items submitted” 

Please email us at: 
ggem @internet-today.co. uk 

DON JOHN 

, Editorial Manager 


Professional 
advertising staff are 
highly experienced in 
planning advertising 
campaigns. 
Please 

email your enquiry to 
gemsales@internet- 
. today.co.uk 


Enquiries concerning 
payment of accounts 
may be discussed with 
our Accounts Manager 

MARGARET 
VANDERWARKER 
on 01446 774484 
or e-mail 
gemaccounts@ 
tindlenews.co.uk 


VISIT OUR 
WEBSITES: 

cowbridge- 

today.co.uk 

barry-today.co.uk 

llantwit-major- 

today.co.uk 

bridgend-today.co.uk 


For all enquiries 
concerning the 
distribution of 
this newspaper ; 
please telephone 
01446 774484 


All advertisements 
are accepted under 
our conditions of 
acceptance. 

A copy of this is 
on display at our 
Cowbridge office, 
or will be sent out 
upon request 


Write to us at: 

Glamorgan GEM, 
Graig House, 

53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge, 

CF71 7EL 

Tel: 01446 774484 
or email us at: 

ggem @ internet-today.co.uk 


Published by: Glamorgan GEM Limited, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF71 7EL and printed by North Wales Newspapers. 






































































Thursday, August 12th, 2010 

CARDIFF CROWN COURT 
ROUND-UP by AJ SICLUNA 


Porthcawl man 
smashed the 
window at a 
takeaway shop 


AFTER being 
refused free food in 
a Porthcawl 

Chinese takeaway, a 
young customer 
armed himself with 
a metal bar. 

Ryan Ford then pro¬ 
ceeded to smash a plate 
glass window and cause 
damage of £845, Cardiff 
Crown Court has heard. 

Ford (18), a student, of 
Porthcawl, admitted 
charges of affray and 
causing criminal damage 
and was sentenced to 32 
weeks in a young offend¬ 
er institution suspended 
for 18 months. 

Judge Christopher 
Vosper said: “You are 
heading down a slippery 
slope. If you don’t keep 
out of trouble, there is 
only one place for you.” 

Prosecutor Julian 
Greenwood said that on 
April 6, at about 
10.30pm, Mr Jie Liu was 
working in Roger’s 
Cantonese takeway in 
New Road, Porthcawl. 


THREE men who 
burgled a house of a 
friend of one of 
them in Bridgend 
also made off with 
two cars from the 
drive. 

One of the vehicles 
struck an oncoming car 
after colliding with a 
side of a bridge and the 
other was set on fire, 
Cardiff Crown Court has 
heard. 

Mark Bridgeman (23) 
of no fixed address, Kyle 
Davies (20) of Porthcawl 
and Keiron Done (25) of 
Kenfig Hill each admit¬ 
ted charges of burglary 
and aggravated vehicle 
taking. 

Bridgeman, who was 
said to have “set up” the 
burglary, was sentenced 
to 38 months’ imprison¬ 
ment, and disqualified 
from driving for three 
years, Davies was sent to 
a young offender institu¬ 
tion for two years 10 
months and disqualified 
from driving for two 
years, and Done was 
sentenced to 12 months 
and disqualified for a 
year. 

Prosecutor Tom 
Crowther said that 
Bridgeman knew Mr 
Brady Anderson, who 
lives in Merthyr Mawr 
Road. 

On May 25, when Mr 
Anderson left the house, 
the three men broke in 


Two girls went into the 
premises and ordered 
food, followed by Ford 
who claimed to have 
drunk a litre bottle of 
vodka. 

He asked for free food 
was refused, was asked 
to leave and invited Mr 
Liu to fight with him out¬ 
side. 

Ford left, but returned 
with a metal bar which he 
used to strike a plate 
glass window. A shard of 
broken glass cut Mr Liu’s 
eye. 

Soon afterwards, Ford 
made off and Mr Liu and 
two colleagues marched 


A STUDENT swot¬ 
ting for her exams 
was “absolutely ter¬ 
rified” when a man 


and took televisions, 
computers, and other 
electrical items. 

They spotted the igni¬ 
tion keys to two cars in 
the house and drove off 
in them. 

One of the vehicles, a 
Ford, was seen in Cefn 
Glas Road Bryntirion, 
without lights “hammer¬ 
ing” towards the bridge. 

“It hit the side of it 
and hit an oncoming 
car,” said Mr Crowther. 

The police were 
called and Davies and 
Done were arrested. 
Davies was drunk and 
truculent. Bridgeman 
was arrested the follow¬ 
ing day. 

Done explained to the 
police that he had 22 
pints of lager. 

Bridgeman, who 
drove the second vehi¬ 
cle, said he had been 
very drunk and after 
crashing it into a wall, 
set fire to it. 

Meirion Davies for 
Done said: “He was the 
worse for drink and is 
not sure how he became 
involved. He was not a 
leading light.” 

Nuhu Gobir for 
Davies said: “He was 
incredibly stupid,” and 
Peter Davies for 
Bridgeman said: “He 
accepts he was the guid¬ 
ing light but at the time 
was in despair because 
of the breakdown of a 
relationship and he was 
also homeless.” 


him back to the shop. 

When arrested, he 
claimed he was acting in 
self defence. 

His counsel Carl 
Williams said alcohol 
and valium had con¬ 
tributed to his “stupid 
activities” but there was 
no excuse. 

“He made a silly 
request for food. His vio¬ 
lence was aimed at prop¬ 
erty and not at a person. 

“He is now beginning 
to accept the effect of 
what he is doing. He no 
longer drinks to excess 
and does not take vali¬ 
um.” 


tried to break into 
her home. 

Adrian Jones (39) 
unemployed of Briton 
Ferry, was jailed for 
three years at Cardiff 
Crown Court. He had 
admitted charges of 
attempted burglary and 
possessing drugs. 

Recorder Richard 
Twomlow said: “You 
tried to break into an 
occupied house at 11am. 
It is not surprising that 
young girl was terrified 
and you had screw¬ 
drivers on you.” 

Prosecutor Julian 
Greenwood said that on 
the morning of June 14, 
the student was alone 
studying in her house in 
High Street, Laleston. 

She heard a loud 
knock on the door but 
didn’t answer and then 
began to panic because 
she could not see who 
was there. 

She telephoned her 
father for reassurance 
but after she heard two 
loud thuds at the back of 
the house, she became 
absolutely terrified. 

She saw the face of 
Jones close to the 
kitchen door before he 
ran off. 

In nearby under¬ 
growth were found his 
jacket, and two screw¬ 
drivers. 

Mr Greenwood said 
he was arrested a month 
later in possession of 
diazapam tablets. 

Nicholas Gareth Jones 
defending said: “It is 
accepted the only possi¬ 
ble sentence is custody. 
It was a totally unsophis¬ 
ticated attempt to get 
into the house. 

“Sadly, he has a 
dreadful record for bur¬ 
glary and has spent most 
of his adult life in cus¬ 
tody.” 


Burglars 
crashed cars 
in getaway 


Student left 
‘terrified’ 
by intruder 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 3 


Porthcawl 
RNLI save 


schoolboy 


A 12-year-old holi¬ 
day maker was 
swept out to sea in 
his dinghy off 
Porthcawl last week 
(August 4). 

Following 999 calls 
from onlookers to 
Swansea Coastguard, 
Porthcawl’s RNLI 
inshore lifeboat launched 
with four crew members, 
and quickly brought him 
safely on board and 
returned him to waiting 
paramedics at Porthcawl 
Lifeboat Station. 

An RNLI spokesman 
said: “The boy, Michael 
Lally from the Wirral, 
was on holidays in 
Porthcawl with his fami¬ 
ly and was swept out 
from Trecco Bay as an 
offshore wind blew his 
dinghy out of control 
and out to sea. His step 
father tried to swim to 
his rescue, but the 
dinghy was being blown 
too fast for him to catch. 

Fortunately the inci¬ 
dent was watched by 
other people on the 
beach who quickly 
dialled 999. Swansea 
Coastguard paged 
Porthcawl RNLI crew 
for an immediate launch. 
The Wales Air 
Ambulance was also 
diverted to attend the 
incident, together with 
land based paramedics 
and a Porthcawl 
Coastguard Unit. 

Helmsman Alex 
Denny of Porthcawl 
said: “We raced at full 
speed to the area, and 
crew member Jo Mis sen 


spotted the dinghy but it 
was clear that it was 
empty. 

Fortunately someone 
ashore had seen the boy 
jump out into the sea 
and attempt to swim. He 
was then able, via the 
coastguard, to direct us 
to Michael.” 

Philip Mis sen, 
lifeboat operations man¬ 
ager at Porthcawl said: 
“This was a life threat¬ 
ening situation for 
Michael but thanks to 
tremendous team work 
from members of the 
public, his family, coast¬ 
guards, paramedics and 
our lifeboat crew the res¬ 
cue was successful.” 

RNLI station press 
officer Ian Stroud said: 
“Michael’s mother, 
Joanne, wanted this res¬ 
cue to be known about 
so that it could be a 
warning to others of the 
dangers of dinghies and 
airbeds in open water 
when there is an off¬ 
shore wind. 

“Although cold and 
frightened at the time, 
Michael was later 
released from hospital 
following checks that 
confirmed he was ok. 
One lesson we would 
like to point out from an 
RNLI prospective is that 
in a similar situation, it 
is normally better to stay 
in a dinghy, as we are 
more likely to find a 
casualty quicker than if 
they are in the sea, and 
also the cold water 
around our shores can 
quickly bring on hyper¬ 
thermia”. 


News from Porthcawl 
Rotary Club 



Bill Stubbs takes the chains of office from 
retiring president Bobby Lewis. 


President Bill 
takes the helm 
at Rotary club 


AT a recent meeting 
of the Rotary Club 
of Porthcawl, presi¬ 
dent Bobby Lewis 
handed the chain of 
office to the new 
president Bill 
Stubbs. 

The new president 
would like to thank resi¬ 
dents and visitors to 
Porthcawl and surround¬ 
ing area for their support 
during 2009-2010 and 
hopes that they will con¬ 
tinue to support Rotary 


during his presidency in 
2010 - 2011 . 

Bill and his wife 
Barbara have lived in 
Porthcawl for 25 years 
and originally came 
from Tonypandy. 

Bill worked at the 
Mint at Llantrisant for 
24 years and retired in 
1999. Now he is fully 
committed to Rotary and 
while Barbara is deputy 
mayor of Porthcawl, 
they both lead very busy 
lives. 


A A 



Left to right: Jean Clark, Celia Imrie, Tony Clark and 
Jane Thorpe, after the five kilometre Race for Life walk around 
the deck of the Queen Mary 2, in aid of Cancer Research. 

JEAN AND JANE 
WALK ON WATER! 


BREAST cancer 
survivor, Jean 
Clark of Ewenny, 
fully expected to 
join hundreds of 
others walking the 
Cancer Research 
‘Race for Life’ at 
Cardiff Castle. 

That was until she 
discovered that her hus¬ 
band, Tony, had booked 
a cruise on the ocean 
liner Queen Mary 2, to 
New York, which 
clashed with the race. 

“No problem” said 


Jean, “I’ll do the walk on 
board!” 

News of her proposed 
walk reached the ears of 
the Queen Mary 2 direc¬ 
tor of entertainment, 
who invited Jean and her 
friend and fellow pas¬ 
senger, Jane Thorpe, of 
St Brides Major, to 
appear on the on-board 
television programme. 

An official start was 
organised from lifeboat 
station 14, on deck 7, 
and Jean and Jane were 
joined by many other 
passengers who had seen 


the programme, all keen 
to walk 10 times round 
the deck (five kilome¬ 
tres) in aid of the charity. 

Also on board the 
Cunard flagship was 
actress Celia Imrie, well 
known for her roles in 
Dinner Ladies, Acorn 
Antiques and as Miss 
November in Calendar 
Girls (the one who need¬ 
ed bigger buns). 

Celia willingly rose to 
the challenge of walking 
with the girls and happi¬ 
ly posed for photographs 
after the walk. 


Study backs 
bike trails in 
Garw Valley 


A FEASIBILITY 
study into the possi¬ 
bility of creating 
mountain bike 
trails in the three 
valleys within 
Bridgend county 
borough has come 
out in favour of 
development going 
to the Garw Valley. 

Here, the community 
council has already been 
hard at work developing 
and promoting mountain 
biking. The feasibility 
study, jointly funded by 
the borough council and 
all three community 
councils, found that the 
Garw Valley stood clear 
of the others as the val¬ 
ley offering the best ter¬ 
rain to develop trails - 
especially at the old 
Forestry Commission 
woodland park at Garw 
Fechan and also at 
Blaengarw. 

The community coun¬ 
cil hopes to link its trails 
over the top of the 
mountain to those in the 
Afan Valley, which have 
been ranked in the top 
10 worldwide and which 
attract bikers from all 
over the UK and 
beyond. 

The report says that 
the Ogmore Valley, from 
Blackmill up to 
Nantymoel, has a mix¬ 
ture of side slopes but is 
predominantly steep. 

The best access to the 
valley sides is from 
Blackmill where the 
mouth of the valley is 


by JAYNE I 
ISAAC 

shallower and slopes can 
be accessed without 
crossing roads, giving 
access to a reasonably 
large forestry block, 
which could support 
short to medium length 
trail loops. 

There is the potential 
to create a blue-graded 
family route at 
Blackmill, but there are 
multiple landowners 
involved who would 
have to permit the devel¬ 
opment. 

The report said that 
there was a second 
option in the Ogmore, 
with a hub at the 


Ogmore Valley Life 
Centre, although the ter¬ 
rain would only permit 
an expert trail to be cre¬ 
ated running through 
Forestry land. 

The report said that it 
would be better if a short 
expert trail was created 
in the Garw instead. 

The report more or 
less rules out the Llynfi 
Valley because potential 
trails would be disjoint¬ 
ed with many roads 
along the valley sides. 

However, the decision 
to place a BMX track at 
Caerau should be pro¬ 
moted and linked to the 
other valleys by joining 
the community routes at 
the base of the three val¬ 
leys. 


Cadet to lay 
D-Day wreath on 
behalf of Maesteg 

A CADET from the covered that there are at 


Maesteg ATC is to lay 
a wreath on behalf of 
the town at the D-Day 
beaches in Normandy. 

Cadet Alexander Hart 
of 631 (Maesteg) Air 
Training Corps is taking 
part in an expedition to 
the beaches and battle¬ 
fields of Normandy in 
August. 

This event is organ¬ 
ised annually by No 3 
Welsh Wing ATC for 
cadets throughout south 
and west Wales. 

The cadets have car¬ 
ried out research and dis- 


least 11 men from the 
Maesteg area buried in 
Normandy. 

The cadets will lay 
wreaths and take photo¬ 
graphs of the graves to 
create a memorial web¬ 
site. 

The squadron asked 
Maesteg Town Council 
to support Alexander 
who has to find £300 
towards the cost. 

It was agreed that the 
council will donate £200 
and also purchase the 
wreath which will be 
laid. 
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Local man 
threatened 
father with 
broken glass 

- court is told 

REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


A DRUG addict 
put a shard of bro¬ 
ken glass to his 
father’s face when 
he demanded 
money from him. 

Cardiff Crown 
Court heard that Rhys 
Williams (29) said that 
unless he was handed 
£30, he would burn 
down his father’s 
home. 

Williams, of 

Pontycymmer, admit¬ 
ted attempting to rob 
his father, David 
Williams, and was 
sentenced to one 
year’s imprisonment, 
suspended for two 
years, and also 
ordered to take part in 
a drugs rehabilitation 
programme. 

Judge Christopher 
Vosper said: “Your 
life is in a mess, but 
you are trying your 
best to sort it out.” 

Prosecutor Michael 
Hammet said Mr 
Williams senior 
owned a civil engi¬ 
neering business. 

His son had prob¬ 
lems with drugs and 
on May 8 went to Mr 
Williams senior’s 
home in Llangeinor 
and demanded money. 

At one point, he 


held a shard of broken 
glass to his father’s 
face and grabbed him 
by the shirt, before 
threatening to burn 
down his house. 

Over the next few 
days, said Mr 
Hammet, Williams 
returned to his 
father’s home a num¬ 
ber of times, but he 
was later arrested and 
told the police his 
heroin addiction was 
costing him £20 a day. 

He said he had 
debts to drugs dealers 
and had been threat¬ 
ened with “kneecap¬ 
ping”. 

Kevin Seal defend¬ 
ing said: 

“He is anxious and 
apologetic. At the 
time, his drug prob¬ 
lem was escalating 
and he had suffered 
two close bereave¬ 
ments - and he was 
beginning to follow a 
destructive path. 

“He now has feel¬ 
ings of shame and is 
drugs-free. 

“He has turned a 
corner, though he is 
not completely out of 
the woods.” 


Taxi driver 
assaulted 


BRIDGEND police 
are investigating 
after three men 
assaulted a taxi 
driver shortly after 
1.30am on Monday, 
August 9. 

The men entered the 
taxi on the main road 
between Filco and Sam 
Club on Heol Canola, 
Sam. They were taken 
to Brymenyn at the 
entrance of Bryngarw 
Park, where they assault¬ 
ed the driver who suf¬ 
fered minor injuries. 

A police spokesman 
said they were in the 
Sam area late that night 
and are known to have 
been in the company of 
an unknown female prior 
to getting into the taxi. 

One man was 
described as about 5’9” 
- 5’10” tall, with a nar¬ 
row face, and wearing a 
dark jacket with light- 
coloured baseball cap. 

Another was approxi¬ 


mately 5’6”-5’7” tall, 
and wore a light- 
coloured hooded top. 

The third man had a 
rounded face and also 
wore a light-coloured 
top. 

Detective Sergeant 
Gareth Morgan, of 
Bridgend CID, said: “We 
are appealing for any 
witnesses who may 
recognise these three 
suspects, or who may 
have seen them getting 
into the taxi in the early 
hours of Monday morn¬ 
ing. 

“This was a deliberate 
and cowardly attack on a 
taxi driver going about 
his business. I am sure 
someone will know who 
is responsible.” 

Police stated that 
three youths, two from 
the Bryncethin area aged 
15 and 17 years old, and 
a 16-year-old from the 
Brackla area, had been 
arrested on suspicion of 
being involved in the 
incident. 


READ US ONLINE! 

Simply log on to: 
www. bridgend-today. co. uk 
or www.porthcawl- 
today.co.uk 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY 
NEWS FROM AROUND AND ABOUT YOUR AREA 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



Choir ‘home’ 

OGMORE Valley male 
voice choir musical 
director Eira Paskin is 
upholding the valleys 
community spirit by 
taking the choir back 
to her birth place, for 
the Aber/Blaingwynfi 
fun day on Saturday, 
August 21. 

The event is being 
held in the public park, 
and a number of local 
artists will be perform¬ 
ing outdoors, with a vari¬ 
ety of stalls selling good¬ 
ies, games and refresh¬ 
ments. 

The choir will be lead¬ 
ing the community 
singing between 2.30pm 
and approximately 
3.15pm on the day. 

Happy couple 

THE choir would like to 
congratulate the happy 
couple who will be get¬ 
ting married at 
12.30pm on August 22 
in one of the oldest 
churches in Bridgend 
county borough at 
Merthyr Mawr. 

The choir will be lead¬ 
ing the hymn singing at 
the wedding of Andrew 
Thomson and Hayley 
Williams. 

As an aside, this was 
the church where my par¬ 
ents were married before 
the Second World War. 

It is nice to know the 
building is still function¬ 
ing as a religious estab¬ 
lishment, when so many 
churches and chapels in 
the borough have closed. 

Pit disaster 

PONTYCYMER saw 
one of the worst mining 
disasters to happen in 
the south Wales coal 


Santander - 3 Adare 
Street, Bridgend - 
replacement signage 
converting the current 
Alliance & Leicester site 
to Santander. 

Lloyds TSB - 49 John 
Street, Porthcawl - 
install one internally 
illuminated ATM 
collar/surround and two 
internally illuminated A1 
poster frames. 

BCBC Corporate Dir 
Communities 
Coy church 
Crematorium, Heol 
Simonstone, Coychurch 
- erection of flagpole 
with ‘Green flag award’ 
flag. 

Mr Brian Moss - Twin 
Oaks, Derllwyn Road, 
Tondu, Bridgend - 
works to sycamore, oak 
and beech trees includ¬ 
ing limb/crown reduc¬ 
tion, tree removal. 
Rhys-Davies Properties 
Limited - adjacent 26 
Parc Derllwyn, Tondu, 
Bridgend - removal of 
one tree. 

Mr R Derrick - land off 
High Street, Heol y 
Cyw, Bridgend - certifi¬ 
cate of lawfulness for 
use of land for storing 
materials since 1994. 

Mr A Wickham - Three 
Horseshoes, Lamb row, 
south Cornelly - four 
semi-detached houses 
and one bungalow with¬ 
in former beer garden 


fields. This was at the 
Liest Colliery on August 
18, 1899, where 19 
workers lost their lives. 

The frightening thing 
was the age of these 
workers; the youngest 
was 13 years of age and 
the oldest 44. 

Homeless 

charity 

HOMELESSNESS is a 
major problem 

throughout Wales, 
which can be brought 
about for many reasons 
- not always the per¬ 
son’s fault. 

The Wallich Clifford 
Community charity oper¬ 
ates throughout Bridgend 
county borough, and pro¬ 
vides an outreach service 
to people who are sleep¬ 
ing rough, such as pro¬ 
viding hot drinks, food, 
blankets and most impor¬ 
tantly socks. 

It has a centre in 
Bridgend where home¬ 
less people have use of 
facilities. 

It also provides advice 
and assistance to anyone 
who is homeless, or fac¬ 
ing difficulties with a 
tenancy. 

If interested in provid¬ 
ing assistance to the 
charity, or if you feel you 


and car park. 

Miss A Davies - 20 
Pendre, Bridgend - new 
vehicular access onto 
Coity Road. 

Pen-y-Fai FC - Great 
Western Avenue playing 
fields, Bridgend - relo¬ 
cation of existing chang¬ 
ing rooms. 

Mr G Evans - land at 11 
The Retreat, Porthcawl 
- new detached 
dwelling. 

Ms Long - 9 Ton 
Tylluan, Broadlands, 
Bridgend -firstfloor 
side extension. 

Mr JM Gray - 28 Lletai 
Avenue, Pencoed - 
extension to form kitchen 
and bedroom. 

Mr S Penry-Ellis - Ty 
Newydd Farm, Heol 
West Plas, Coity - foot¬ 
way and retaining wall 
adjacent to Heal 
Simonston highway to 
replace existing footpath 
through ty Newydd 
Farm. 

Mr D James - 26 Gian y 
Llyn, North Cornelly - 

rear side single storey 
extension. 

Mr R Singh - 60-62 
High Street, Ogmore 
Vale, Bridgend - con¬ 
vert existing vacant, 
derelict premises to 
ground floor restaurant 
and first floor self-con¬ 
tained flat and two 
storey extension. 


need help, telephone 
01656 674184; or call in 
at 10, Park Street, 
Bridgend, CF31 4AX. 

Emotional 

assembly 

AT Brynmenyn 

Primary School, I was 
recently invited to the 
leavers’ assembly, held 
in memory of a teacher 
SJ Howells, who was 
drowned in the River 
Llynfi while rescuing a 
pupil who had fallen in 
the river while trying to 
retrieve a football. 

The river was in flood 
at the time. 

Mr Islwyn Thomas, 
who was retiring as head¬ 
teacher after 17 years, 
had the distinction of 
writing the school cele¬ 
bration song. He was 
invited onto the stage to 
accompany the choir on 
his guitar. It was a very 
emotional scene. 

The winner of the SJ 
Howells award was 
Loren Bennett. It is 
awarded for academic, 
all-round contribution 
and achievements 
throughout the school 
year, (plus a voucher for 
the value of £20). 

This award first came 
into being in 1949 and 
was given to Marian 
Johns. 

The winner of the MO 
Robbins award was 
Daisy Faulkner. This is 
given for endeavour, 
effort and always trying 
one’s best, with great 
progress through the 
year, (plus a £10). 

The Elwyn Jones 
award was given to 
Harvey Yorwerth, for 
sporting achievements, 
(plus a £5 voucher). 

The Yolande Osborne 
award for art was given 
to a junior key stage 2 
pupil Floyd Panizales, 
for a drawing of a coal 
miner, (plus a £5 vouch¬ 
er). 

Yolande Osborne had 
been a local dignitary 
who had served as a com¬ 
munity councillor and as 
a governor at the school 
for many years. 

The swimming 

achievements award for 
the most improved swim¬ 
mer went to Kelly Smith, 
(plus a £5 voucher). 

The headteacher’s 
award, given to pupils 
whom he considered to 
be the most courteous, 
considerate and helpful 
at all times throughout 
the year, went to two 
young ladies, Lucy 
Morgan and Samantha 
Wilcox, (plus a £5 
voucher). 

The Islwyn Thomas 
handwriting award for 
constant good work was 
won by Rachel Randall, 
(plus a £5 voucher). 

Every pupil leaving 
the school was presented 
with a dictionary and the¬ 


saurus by the school gov¬ 
ernors, paid for from 
funds raised by the 
PTFA. 

Parc Slip 

PARC Slip Nature 
Reserve has an answer 
for parents running out 
of ideas to keep their 
children occupied in the 
school holidays. 

The next session is on 
Wednesday, August 18, 
between 10am-2pm. 

It is recommended that 
they bring a packed 
lunch, and wear appro¬ 
priate clothing and 
footwear. The cost is £3 
per child. 

This session will 
include identifying wild 
plant life, collecting and 
sowing seeds of plants 
identified, and creating a 
butterfly attraction gar¬ 
den. 

This will be on a 
strictly first come basis. 
Children under eight 
must be accompanied by 
a responsible adult. 

Volunteers are being 
sought to help out. 
Telephone 01656 724100 
or e-mail info@welsh- 
wildlife.org. for full 
details. 

Church 

welcome 

THE Parish of St 
Bride’s, Bettws and 
Aberkenfig is organis¬ 
ing a special welcoming 
event in the Len Evans 
Centre, Heol Persondy, 
Aberkenfig at 10am on 
Sunday, August 29. 

A musical group con¬ 
sisting of a keyboard 
player, two saxophonists 
and a violinist will play 
modem hymns. 

They also enhance the 
10.30am family Sunday 
services held on the sec¬ 
ond and fourth Sundays 
at St Bride’s church, 
Llansantffraid and the 
first Sunday at St David’s 
church, Betws. 

For more information 
phone Stephen on 01656 
720274 

In brief 

BETWS Fun Day is 
taking place in Betws 
Primary School 

grounds on Saturday, 
August 14, starting at 
10.30am. All welcome. 

Glynogwr Show will 
be held at Hendre Ifan 
Goch Farm (Lakeside 
farm), Blackmill, on 
August 14 at 10am. 
Everyone welcome. 

Cae Abbot Farm: On 
Sunday, August 15, start¬ 
ing at 3pm there will be 
cream teas for sale at 
£4.50 to raise money for 
local charities. 

To help make it a 
memorable afternoon, 
the Ogmore Valley Silver 
Band will be serenading 
everyone. 

The farm is located 
opposite St Cien’s 
Church, Llangeinor. 


Who wants 
to build what 
and where? 



Loren Bennett is presented with the SJ Howell 
award by Mr David Jenkins, the chair of school 
governors, for 10 years and a governor at the 
school for 20 years. 



Floyd Panizales is presented with the Yolande 
Osborne art award by Mrs G Steddy, a school 
governor at Brynmenyn School. 



Rachel Randall receives the Islwyn Thomas 
award from Mr Islwyn Thomas, the retiring 
headteacher. 



Daisy Faulkner receives the MO Robbins 
award from Mrs S Bloomfield, a school gover¬ 
nor at Brynmenyn School. 



Alexander Steddy being presented with the 
year-6 mathematics award by Dilys Mitchell, 
the writer’s wife (a volunteer at Brynmenyn 
School for more than seven years). 
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LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION FOR YOUNG 
HOPEFULS ON PORTHCAWL FILM SET 


PHOTOGRAPHS 

by MALCOLM NUGENT 


MANY young peo¬ 
ple in Bridgend 
county borough are 
putting summer hol¬ 
idays to one side to 
learn more about 
film making. 

They were busy last 
week in Porthcawl and 
The GEM asked 
MARTHA ROGERS, 
a Sheffield University 
student, to spend a day 
on the film set. 

Here is her report... 

Y OUNG tele¬ 
vision hope¬ 
fuls are 
being given the 
chance to work on 
a real set alongside 
industry profes¬ 
sionals around 
Wales this summer. 

‘It’s My Shout’ is a 
programme which 
began in Bridgend to 
give young people who 
hope to pursue a career 
in the film and televi¬ 
sion industry an oppor¬ 
tunity to see what it’s 
like working on a real 
set. 

It’s My Shout is 
making six short films 
which are produced by 
young people hoping to 
become designers, 
actors, crew members 


and hair and makeup 
assistants. 

Last week, they were 
shooting scenes in 
Newton Primary 
School, Porthcawl, and 
also in a house in 
Nottage. 

The first short film is 
about a young boy who 
has an abusive mother; 
in the film the young 
boy has dream 
sequences where he 
dreams about being a 
pro wrestler and being 
able to fight back. 

Nathan Williams, 
who plays the young 
boy called Junior, is 
thrilled about his star¬ 
ring role. 

He said: “When I 
went to the audition I 
didn’t think I’d get the 
part because there were 
about 35 other boys 
who were also audition¬ 
ing” 

“When I got it, I was 
so excited!’ 

Nathan has previous¬ 
ly done some theatre 
work, but this will be 
his biggest role yet. 

He said: “When the 
film goes out on the 
BBC, I’m going to be 
really nervous, but also 
very happy.’” 

The BBC, who also 
partly fund the pro¬ 
gramme, will be show¬ 
ing the six films this 


r 



\ _ 

autumn. BBC represen¬ 
tative Ellis Owen was 
on the set in Porthcawl 
and says the BBC are 
glad to showcase the 
films, 

He said: “It’s My 
Shout is an excellent 
scheme that helps to 
bring on young talent 
with very good teach¬ 
ing. 

“We are glad to show 
the films and give peo¬ 
ple this chance to prop¬ 
erly experience the tele¬ 
vision industry’. 

The people on set see 
the experience as a 
great opportunity, 

Danny Marie Elias, who 
was doing hair and 
makeup on the day and 
hopes to become a the¬ 
atrical and media make¬ 
up teacher said: “It’s a 
fantastic experience that 
a lot of other young 
people would love to do 
if they knew about it.” 

The line producer 
Die Jones commented: 



“It’s a real hands on 
type programme, It’s 
fantastic for young peo¬ 
ple to have a real expe¬ 
rience of all the hard 
work that goes into pro¬ 
duction, and be able to 
work with professionals 
and learn from them.” 

When I arrived at the 
set in Nottage, it was 
clear to me that every¬ 
body on set was busy 
doing something. 

People were rushing 
around set trying to sit 
the actors down to do 
their make-up, sorting 
out the lighting for film¬ 
ing, adjusting the tapes 
on the camera, changing 
costumes. 

Then, out of no¬ 
where, somebody would 
shout ‘ACTION’ at the 
top of their voice and 
everyone would go 
completely silent while 
filming took place so 
that no background 
noise would ruin the 
shot. 


ABOVE: 
Playing Nathan’s 
schoolfriends are: 
George Neeson, Toby 
Thompson and Jack 
Williams. 

RIGHT: 

Nathan Williams 
who plays the 
lead role. 

Everybody was try¬ 
ing to do everything to 
perfection, and although 
to an outsider it seemed 
a bit ‘crazy’, everyone 
assured me they were 
on track and seemed 
very happy to be there 
and be involved. 

Everything was done 
in a professional man¬ 
ner and all were pleased 
with the work they had 
completed so far. 

The production of 
these films will take 
about eight months, 
from script ideas to the 
final edit. It’s my Shout 




was started in Bridgend 
by Roger Burnell of the 
Bridgend Youth 
Theatre, but now runs 
all over Wales, with 
some of the filming this 
year taking place in 
north Wales. 

Professional actress 
Adrienne O’Sullivan, 
who has appeared in 
BBC’s medical drama 
‘Crash’ and feature film 
‘Submarine’, plays the 



abusive alcoholic moth¬ 
er in the short film. 

Other professional 
‘big names’ have been 
involved with It’s My 
Shout such as Ruth 
Jones, Ray Winston, 
Kieron Self and Rob 
Brydon. 


Anyone who wants to 
work in the television 
industry and is looking 
for some hands on expe¬ 
rience can get involved 
through the website 
www. itsmy shout, co. uk 
or by emailing 
roger@ it smy shout, co. uk 


COUNCIL TAX REDUCTION 
FOR LOCAL PENSIONERS 


If you are aged 65 or older and do NOT currently receive any council tax benefits, you could be entitled to 
a one off payment towards your council tax if you apply before the end of August. 



Bridgend County Borough Council has been allocated money by the Welsh Assembly Government to help local pensioners with their 
council tax Successful applicants will have their council tax for 2010/11 reduced and w<i benefit from lower Instalments The actual 
amount of the reduction wii depend on the total number of applicants 

Amtflflt aafadna a dfrcauolhmuM Stm list item a nil aUgUA ta irate if they meet lh« ossuSl. 

| as Is anyone who has .1 h imium i:ii:.v. - ■ <.f rs 

To qualify you must: 3. Be responsible for paying council 

1. Be aged 65 or over on 1 June 2010 tax; and 

2. Live In the Bridgend County 4. NOT already receiving council tax 

Borough area benefit* 

*lf you receive * discount because you live alone, you are still eligible to apply if you meet 
the above critera 

To apply please call n tc Bndgend County Borougn Councils Customer Service Centre with 
proof of age Or you can send a short letter with your ful name, address and contact details 
and stating you woud Ike to apply for the Pensioner Discount 2010 to Bndgend County 
Borough Council. The Taxation Section. Pensioner Discount 2010. Level 1, 

Civic Offices, Angel Street Bridgend CF31 4WB Prco' of age must c*e supplied, 
eg birth certificate, oasspert dnving licence but cease sene COPIES ONLY 
Do noc send ongnal documents. All applications must ce received by 
31 August 2010 Unfortunately late applcations v.ill not te considered 





FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL (01656) 643643 
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The GEM spotlights all the activities and 
entertainment at Porthcawl Sea Festival 


THERE was plenty on offer for visitors to 
Porthcawl during the town’s sea festival, 
which ended last Sunday with an after¬ 
noon of music featuring young local 
bands alongside the harbour. 

Earlier, there had been various events 
throughout the week and on the Saturday, Cosy 
Corner was a hive of activity, with stalls and 
entertainment, 

The Porthcawl Lions organised a teddy bears 
picnic for the little ones, with stories and party 
food, while there was a wine tent and more 
grown-up food on sale as well. 

The Mayor of Porthcawl, Coun Mary 
Emment-Lewis, was at the festival base over the 
weekend, and told The GEM that everything had 
gone well, with plenty of sunshine, after a 
Saturday morning that had threatened rain. 

(See page 22 for more photographs 
from Sea Festival Week.) 




ABOVE: Local band Kiss Simple played on Sunday afternoon. 



Festival crowds support 
Everest charity challenge 



AN extra attraction at Porthcawl Sea 
Festival was a charity challenge - involv¬ 
ing ‘climbing’ the world’s highest moun¬ 
tain! 

A team of firefighters from Porthcawl and 
Bridgend set themselves a challenge of climbing the 
height of Mt Everest on a ladder! 

The marathon challenge was to raise funds for 
Help the Heroes, Velindre Cancer Support and the 
Firefighters Benevolent Fund. 

After setting up a 25-foot ladder, the team gave 
themselves 24 hours to complete the challenge, but 
amazed themselves and their supporters by reaching 
the summit of Everest (29,029 ft) in an amazingl0.5 
hours. 

The team were Nathan Bennet, Andrew Graham, 
Alun Williams, Rob Collins, Phil and Jane May, with 
crew managers Gareth Richards, Peter Bevan, Jason 
Lewis, and watch manager Roger Magan. 

Roger told The GEM: “We would like to thank all 
the public who generously donated. 

“Also, our thanks go to wives, partners and chil¬ 
dren for all their help and support, and to local buis- 
nesses who gave support in providing equipment and 
refreshments. 

“These included Mills scaffolding,JMS fencing, 
Pietro’s coffee shop, Beales Fish and Chip restau¬ 
rant, The Salthouse and the crew at Porthcawl RNLI 
Lifeboat Station.” 

He concluded: “The team managed to raise 
£1,500, which will be shared between the three wor¬ 
thy charities. ” 



Author Hay ley Williams (pictured below) 
gave a talk before visitors went on a 
‘ghost walk’ around Nottage (above, left). 
The Mayor of Porthcawl, Coun Mary 
Emment-Lewis joined the walk, which 
was led by Tracey Walmesley. 
(Photographs by KEITH E MORGAN). 



ABOVE: 

Charlotte Hatchett entertained the 
Sunday afternoon crowds, with 
James Wyatt playing guitar. 



ABOVE: ‘Once more into the breech....’ 
Coun David Newton-Williams feels 
the strain after 10 minutes of 
gladiatorial combat with a much 
younger opponent (See below!) 



LEFT: Lorraine Stone of ‘Truly 
Scrumptious’ was the winner of the ‘Best 
Trader’s Window’in the spot the ball com¬ 
petition held for children during sea festival 
week. She was presented with her prize by 
Lord Ken fig, Lindsay Morgan, the president 
of the Porthcawl and District Chamber 
of Trade and Commerce. 

(Photograph by Keith E Morgan). 
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Bridgend group celebrates 
gaining Fairtrade status 


THE county of 
Bridgend has 
become the latest to 
be awarded 

Fairtrade status - 
and campaigners in 


the borough were 
congratulated by 
First Minister 

Carwyn Jones at 
the National 

Eisteddfod. 


The First Minister, 
who is also the local 
AM, presented the 
Bridgend County 
Fairtrade Partnership 
with a certificate for 
becoming the newest 


THIRTY YEARS ON. THE 

Porthcawl choir is 
still going strong! 


PORTHCAWL 
Male Choir was 
founded 30 years 
ago in January 1980 
by the original 
musical director 
Alan Pillinger, 
together with his 
wife Beryl, who was 
their first accompa¬ 
nist. 

The first practice was 
held in St John’s Church 
Hall in Newton, 
Porthcawl, with approxi¬ 
mately 14 members. 

Within six months, the 
numbers had grown sig¬ 
nificantly, so much so, 
that the choir was forced 
to move to larger practice 
premises at New Road 
School in Porthcawl. 

After performing in 
front of friends in the 
Jubilee Rooms, the 
choir’s first public per¬ 
formance was at the 
Masonic Home in 
Porthcawl, closely fol¬ 
lowed by their first annu¬ 
al concert at the Grand 
Pavilion in November 
1980. 

The choir continued to 
grow steadily and in 
1982 had the ultimate 
honour bestowed on 
them - they were invited 
to sing for the Pope, at 
his arrival and departure 
at Cardiff Airport. 

Overseas tours fol¬ 
lowed when, in 1983, the 
choir went to Stuttgart 
and Nevenstad, a very 
successful trip which 
produced many lasting 
friendships between 
members of the German 
and Porthcawl choir, 
many still remaining 
friends to this day. 

In 1984, the choir won 
their first Eisteddfod, in 
the Rhymney Valley, and 
later that year success 
came again in the 


Tumble Eisteddfod in the 
little, very Welsh, village 
just outside Llanelli. 

Shortly afterwards, 
Alan and Beryl Pillinger 
left the choir and the cho¬ 
risters continued under 
the guidance of Ken 
Gadd and Adrian Hall, to 
whom they owe undying 
gratitude. 

Then Mair Jones, the 
current musical director, 
took over as accompanist 
and Alec Brooks become 
the conductor. When 
Alec moved on, Norma 
Ridout replaced him, 
until eventually Mair 
adopted the mantle of 
musical director. 

Currently, Beryl 
Cullen and Bethan 
Thomas make up the 
remainder of the musical 
team as joint accompa¬ 
nists, ably supporting 
Mair in the musical 
department. 

It is significant that 
many of the original cho¬ 
risters are still singing 
with the choir today, a 
fact of which the choir is 
extremely proud of. 

The choir has travelled 
all over Europe, enter¬ 
taining audiences in 
Barcelona, France, 
Holland and Spain. 

One of the more mov¬ 
ing moments was when 
the they were asked to 
sing at the Remembrance 
Day service at the war 
memorial in the Dutch 
town of ’S- 
Hertogenbosch’. 

This was to commem¬ 
orate the liberation of the 
town in the Second 
World War by the 53rd 
Welsh Division, which 
lost a large number of 
men in action. A fact that 
the townspeople, in their 
deep gratitude, have 
never forgotten. 

Another destination 
was the northern French 


town of Saint Sebastien- 
Sur- Loire, which is 
twinned with Porthcawl. 

The main concert was 
at a beautiful church in 
the city of Nantes, which 
had been completely 
rebuilt after being 
destroyed in the Second 
World War. 

Always in search of 
improvement and to give 
the people of Porthcawl 
something different, the 
concept of their annual 
celebrity concert was 
hatched. 

Starting in 1999 with 
Welsh legend Max 
Boyce, this concert 
proved so popular that 
tickets sold out in a mat¬ 
ter of days. 

As a result, a second 
performance had to be 
hurriedly staged, to satis¬ 
fy the demand. 

Since then, many 
Welsh stars have joined 
the choir during their 
annual concert, including 
Peter Karrie, Beverly 
Humphreys, Iris 

Williams and Katherine 
Jenkins. 

On their 25th anniver¬ 
sary, they were joined by 
the Regimental Band of 
the Royal Regiment and 
Shan Cothi. 

This year is no excep¬ 
tion; with the choir cele¬ 
brating 30 years, they 
will be joined by another 
talented Welsh star, 
Rhydian, who first came 
to public attention via the 
‘X Factor’ show. 

Keeping with tradi¬ 
tion, the concert will be 
held at the Grand 
Pavilion, Porthcawl, on 
Saturday, September 4. 
As always, it is a sell-out 
and we look forward to 
seeing everyone there. 

Here’s to Porthcawl 
Male Choir continuing 
for another 30 years! 

MW 


Fairtrade County. 
MrJones said: “I am 
pleased to be launching 
the ‘Final Push 4 
Fairtrade Counties’ cam¬ 
paign. 

“I was very proud to 
celebrate Wales’ second 
anniversary as the 
world’s only Fairtrade 
nation earlier this year, 
and I hope that now we 
can achieve 100 per cent 
of Welsh counties with 
Fairtrade status.” 

“This could not have 
been achieved without 
the hard work and dedi¬ 
cation of the many vol¬ 
unteers and campaigners 
from across Wales.” 

Richard Lewis, the 
co-ordinator for the 
Bridgend County 
Fairtrade Partnership, 
said: “We are really 
pleased that we’ve man¬ 
aged to achieve this for 
Bridgend county. 

“It’s taken a long time 
to get all this informa¬ 
tion together and I’d like 
to thank everyone who 
has helped to make this a 
reality.” 

Mr Jones presented 
the certificate (pictured 


above ) to Margaret 
Minhinnick, the group’s 
chairperson and director 
of Sustainable Wales; 
Richard Lewis, project 
development officer of 
SUSSED; and Rob 
Cook and Gary 
Chappell, of the Co¬ 
operative Stores. 

They were joined by 
Elen Jones, national co¬ 
ordinator for Fairtrade 
Wales, who cracked 
open a bottle of 
Fairtrade bubbly. 

The success of 
Bridgend now brings the 
amount of local authori¬ 
ties that have been certi¬ 
fied Fairtrade to 82 per¬ 
cent. 

In order to become a 
Fairtrade County, there 
should be a demonstra¬ 
ble understanding and 
awareness of Fairtrade 
in the community, 

Fairtrade products 
should be widely avail¬ 
able and a commitment 
will have been made to 
increasing sales and 
awareness further still 
through promotional 
and educational activi¬ 
ties. 


Rotary’s golf 
day for appeal 



Dianne Hubbard, from the Rotary Club of 
Bridgend and Derek Morgan, vice-president of 
the Noah’s Ark Appeal. 

BRIDGEND Rotary Club helped the 
Noah’s Ark Appeal recently with a chari¬ 
ty golf day. 

Held at Royal Porthcawl Golf Club, the day raised 
funds for the appeal and the Sandville Centre. 

The golfers enjoyed sunny weather and a fantastic 
£1,750 was raised towards the MRI scanner cam¬ 
paign for The Noah’s Ark Appeal. 

This special ‘open’ MRI scanner allows parents to 
lie with their child during the potentially traumatic 
experience of a scan. It will be the second of its kind 
in a European children’s hospital. 


Max set to sniff 


out prisoners’ 
mobile phones 



Max in action, with handler Gareth Kite. 


MAX the springer 
spaniel is a dog 
with a special gift, 
for sniffing out 
phones hidden by 
prisoners at Parc 
Prison, Bridgend. 

Max and his handler, 
Prison and Custody 
Officer Gareth Kite, 
graduated from the 
South Wales Police Dog 
Training School on 
Friday. 

Five-year-old Max, 
who is also an opera¬ 
tional drugs dog, will 
take up his new post in 
Parc Prison, Bridgend, 
after successfully com¬ 
pleting a revolutionary 
two-week intensive 
course with the police 
force. 

Officer Kite, previ¬ 
ously a dog handler with 
the RAF, remarked that 
the training had been a 
“challenging and eye 
opening experience.” 

He added: “I was 
amazed at the talents 
Max demonstrated, and 
how quickly he was able 
to pick up the scent of 
the mobile phones. 

“The course was 
incredibly informative 
and I was privileged to 
work alongside two very 
experienced instruc¬ 
tors.” 

Police dog trainers 
Steve Sutton and David 
Conway compiled the 
programme that has led 
to Max being able to 
detect all mobile phone 
parts - including SIM 
cards and batteries. 

PC Sutton said: “We 
configured a way to 
imprint the dog with the 
scent of mobile compo¬ 
nents. To Max, the 
phone is just like another 
drug scent. Upon detect¬ 


ing any phone part, the 
dog will scratch at the 
area to alert the handler. 
We’re very happy with 
how successful Max’s 
training has proved to 
be.” 

Mike Thomas, head 
of security and opera¬ 
tions at Parc, said he was 
“delighted” to introduce 
Max to his new role at 
the prison. 

“Mobile phones are a 
growing problem and 
serious threat to security 
within UK prisons. I’m 


RESIDENTS living 
near The Seabank 
Hotel in Porthcawl 
are being invited to 
attend a special 
consultation event 
on Monday. 

Building firm 

McCarthy and Stone, 
which had planning con¬ 
sent to build retirement 
homes on land behind 
the hotel, now intends to 
submit a fresh applica¬ 
tion to planners to place 


extremely grateful to the 
dog trainers at South 
Wales Police for their 
co-operation and dedica¬ 
tion to the training of our 
mobile detection dog. 

“G4S hopes to contin¬ 
ue to work closely with 
the police. The success 
of Officer Kite and Max 
will hopefully see more 
dogs trained in this role 
for prisons across the 
country. 

“All I can say is that 
prisoners at Parc had 
better watch out!” 


an Extra Care retirement 
complex on the site. 

This would offer resi¬ 
dents a high degree of 
personal care. They say 
that the development 
will transform the site 
and create a pleasant 
new development. 

The development 
team will be at The 
Seabank on Monday, and 
residents can register for 
an appointment by ring¬ 
ing 0800 298 7040. 


New plan for 
Seabank homes 


BRIDGEND TOWN COUNCIL NEWS 


POLICE are to be 
asked to monitor an 
area near Penybont 
Primary School 
where underage 
drinkers gather, 
creating a nuisance 
with broken glass 
from smashed bot¬ 
tles. 

THE backless benches at 
Bridgend bus station are 
causing problems for 
older people, especially 
those with back prob¬ 
lems. A petition has been 
handed into the council 
calling for different 
benches (with backs) to 
be installed. 

DR Chris Davies, retir¬ 
ing head of Brynteg 
Comprehensive School, 
has been presented with 
a plaque bearing the 
coat of arms of Bridgend 
town. 

The presentation was 
made by Bridgend coun¬ 
cil leader David Unwin 
on behalf of the town 
council. 

Dr Davies said that 
he had worked construc¬ 
tively with the council 
during his 19 years as 
head to deal with prob¬ 
lems created by a small 
minority of pupils. 


He said that it was a 
privilege to work with 
the children and parents 
of Bridgend, and he was 
retiring with many 
happy memories. 
BRIDGEND Town 
Council is to pay £220 
towards the cost of 
painting additional 
warning signs on the 
bend at the junction of 
Minerva Street, High 
View and Waunscil 
Avenue. 

The work will be 
done by BCBC high¬ 
ways department. 

THE cost of the paint, 
up to the value of £250, 
is to be covered by 
Bridgend Town Council 
for a scheme to paint 
the railings at Penybont 
Primary School. 

The work will be carried 
out by the Youth 
Offending Team during 
the summer holidays. 


A GRANT of £3,000 is 
to be made by Bridgend 
Town Council towards 
the creation of a butter¬ 
fly garden at St Mary’s 
RC Primary School in 
memory of a pupil who 
has passed away. The 
children have designed 
the garden, which will 
be a joint project 
between the school, the 
council and the family. 
BRIDGEND Town 
Council has approved 
the following grants: 
Wildmill Family Fun 
day, £500; Youth Works 
Wildmill, £200; Nolton 
Church hall boiler, 
£1,000; Hope Baptist 
Church boiler, £1,000; 
Home Start Bridgend, 
£250; Howard Lewis for 
Marie Curie Cancer 
Fund, £100; Bridgend 
food bank, £250; 

Ogmore Valley Silver 
Band, £200. 


Newbridge fields scheme 

BRIDGEND Town Council has received 
funding of £6,750 out of BCBC’s Town and 
Community Council projects towards the 
provision of a picnic bench area, wayside 
seats and litter bins at Newbridge Fields. 

The town council must fund the other half 
of the costs. 
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STAFF from the 
day surgery unit at 
the Princess of 
Wales Hospital, 
Bridgend, took 
part in the Cardiff 
Race for Life event 
to raise money for 
Cancer Research. 

Over the last few 
months, with encour¬ 
agement from their 
social events co-ordina- 
tor Jacqui O’Neil, staff 
have helped raise 
£2,500 selling books 


THE PINK 
FAIRIES 
RUN FOR 
CANCER 
CHARITY! 


and then on the Race 
for Life. 

To demonstrate their 
team spirit, they all 
dressed in pink fairy 
costumes for the event 

A spokesperson said: 
“It was an emotional 
day for many. Some 
have lost loved ones or 
have loved ones cur¬ 
rently fighting the bat¬ 
tle with cancer, but all 
the staff felt a great 
sense of achievement 
and are already plan- 


New footbridge 
at railway station 


A NEW footbridge is to be built at 
Bridgend railway station which will 
be suitable for disabled people, 
Bridgend Town Council has been 
told. 

Cornelly policing 

AFTER a recent PACT meeting at 
Cornelly, it has been decided that a 
further NBM (Neighbourhood Beat 
Manager) will be appointed to the 
local team for a period of three 
months. 

PC Suzette Williams has experience 
working on NPT (Neighbourhood Policing 
Team) both as an officer and PCSO. 

The arrangement will ensure that a NBM 
is on duty every day in Cornelly ward to deal 
with incidents and patrols. PCSO Rich 
Couch is also going to change shift pattern 
to support Suzette when she is working. 

PC Williams and PCSO Couch were due 
to start work together last Sunday (August 8) 
on an opposite rota to the current Pyle team. 


Arriva Trains Wales, which operates 
the station for Network Rail, stated that it 
has secured funding from Network Rail to 
provide the DDA compliant footbridge, 
which should be in place by June 2012. 

It is unclear if this will replace the cur¬ 
rent footbridge which is accessed by steps 
or will be in addition to it. 

The bridge links the two main plat¬ 
forms at the station. Bridgend Town 
Council had raised issues about disabled 
access to the station. 

A letter stated that until the new bridge 
is available, passengers can either cross 
the lines using a barrow crossing, accom¬ 
panied by staff, or use the side gate 
accessed from Ogmore Terrace which 
leads onto platform 2. 

This is opened by staff if users call them 
through an intercom system or book in 
advance. 

However, there is no need to book in 
advance, although disabled travellers 
should allow at least half an hour before 
their train is due. 


Acoustic duo 
at Bryngarw 



THE New Druids will be per¬ 
forming outdoors from 2.30pm 
- 4.30pm, as part of this year’s 
summer Music in the Park pro¬ 
gramme at Bryngarw Country 
Park, Brynmenyn on Sunday 
(August 15). 

Organised by Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s arts and community 
development, admission to Music in 
the Park is free. 


The day that the 
speaker burnt 
a million pounds! 


COITY WI’s sched¬ 
ule for July opened 
with a beautiful 
sunny day at Coity 
fete where the ladies 
of the WI had their 
popular ‘Bag a Bag’ 
stall, a variation of 
tombola, with 
everyone having a 
prize. 

Also taking advantage 
of the fine weather were 
the walking group. 

The first walk of the 
month was along the 
cycle track from 
Brynmenyn to Blackmill, 
and the second walk, on a 
very hot day, took a 
route from Porthcawl 
prom to Newton. 

The strawberry tea 


NEWS FROM COITY WI 


was well supported by 
members, friends and 
families, the speciality 
‘naughty but nice’ table 
proving very popular 
once again, and a dona¬ 
tion was made to 
ACWW. 

Some ladies made a 
visit to Great House, 
Southerndown, for the 
Southerndown WI gar¬ 
den party, and had an 
enjoyable afternoon, 
thanks to hostess, Mrs 
Lock. 

The speaker at the July 
meeting was Mr Derrick 
Warren, who spoke on 
‘The day I burnt a mil¬ 
lion pounds’. 

This was a fascinating 
insight into the work of 


Battersea power station, 
during and just after the 
last war. 

There will be no meet¬ 
ing in August, but vari¬ 
ous group activities con¬ 
tinue. 

The month closes with 
the Glamorgan WI Show 
to be held at North 
Cornelly Community 
Centre on August 28. 

The next meeting will 
be held in Coity Church 
Hall on September 29, at 
7.30pm. 

The speaker will be 
Mrs Lillian Bath, who 
will give a talk on 
Winchester House, 
California. 

New members will be 
made very welcome. 
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Local store joins 
forces with 
children’s charity 


WELSH children 
are leading a new 
campaign deliver¬ 
ing a ‘homegrown’ 
message in the fruit 
and vegetable aisles 
of local supermar¬ 
kets, to highlight 
the needs of vul¬ 
nerable children 
across Wales. 

The ‘We’re 

Homegrown Too’ cam¬ 
paign has been launched 
by Welsh children’s 
charity, Tros Gynnal ,in 
partnership with Filco, 
the Welsh supermarket 
chain established in 
1946, and today one of 
Wales’ largest independ¬ 
ent grocers. 

Imogen and Laurie 
Morgan, aged eight and 
10, will star on charity 
banners in eight super¬ 
markets across south 
Wales, including Filco 
stores in Cowbridge, 
Llantwit Major and 
Bridgend. 

They will appear 
alongside three genera¬ 
tions of the Filco fami¬ 
ly, lead by Eleanor 
Jones who co-founded 
the supermarket, man¬ 
aging director Ian Hunt 
- her son-in-law, and 
grandson Matt Hunt, 
director of Filco. 

The target is to raise 
£65,000 over 18 months 
through a series of fund¬ 
raising activities in and 
around stores, using the 
symbolic Welsh national 
emblem of the leek. 

Jackie Murphy, assis¬ 
tant director of Tros 
Gynnal, which provides 
support and advocacy 
services for children in 
Wales said: “It is easy 
for vulnerable children 
in Wales, whether in 
children’s homes or 
divided families to 
become invisible. We 
want to highlight their 
needs, which are all 
about nurturing, protect¬ 


ing and growing, by set¬ 
ting our campaign in an 
everyday shopping envi¬ 
ronment within a local 
community.” 

The campaign will 
kick off with an in-store 
leek-themed fancy dress 
competition. It will also 
include 100 leek-carry¬ 
ing runners in the 
Cardiff Half Marathon, 
and a sponsored climb 
of the highest mountain 
in Spain. 

Ian Hunt, managing 
director of Filco said: 
“We are looking for¬ 
ward to an exciting 


fundraising campaign 
with Tros Gynnal. For 
our 60th anniversary in 
business, we successful¬ 
ly raised £40,000 for 
Tenovus, and now our 
ambitions for our 65th 
anniversary are even 
higher. We could not do 
it without the fantastic 
help of our staff, cus¬ 
tomers and suppliers; 
they are the key to rais¬ 
ing funds for the hugely 
important work of Tros 
Gynnal in supporting 
vulnerable children in 
Wales.” 


WE WELCOME 
YOUR NEWS. 

Email submissions 
to: ggem@internet- 
today. co.uk 
or write to: 

The GEM, 
Graig House, 

53 Eastgate, 
COWBRIDGE 
CF71 7EL 


ST CANNA’S 
Church, Llangan, 
held a eucharist to 
mark the bi-cente- 
nary of the Rev 
David Jones 

( 1736 - 1810 ). 

St Canna’s was full to 
capacity, with worship¬ 
pers from Llangan, 
Treoes, St Mary Hill and 
further afield for this spe¬ 
cial service, in the pres¬ 
ence of the Archbishop 
of Wales, Dr Barry 
Morgan. 

It was a truly uplifting 
service, with special 
prayers for British forces 
in Afghanistan, and vic¬ 
tims of the flood disaster 
in Pakistan, where thou¬ 
sands have already lost 
their lives. 

Also officiating in this 
special service was Rev 
Canon Val Hamer and 
also present was Rev 
Canon Peter Raikes. The 
organist was Mrs Mary 
Lloyd. 

Following the service, 
refreshments were pro- 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


vided. Celebrations will 
continue on the follow¬ 
ing dates: Today, August 
12, Dudley Griffiths, a 
Pentecostal peripatetic 
minister, will bring a 
group and a guitar at 12 
noon to pray for 30 min¬ 
utes. 

This is the actual 
anniversary of the death 
of David Jones. 

On Saturday, August 
14 at 2.30pm, Rev Brian 
Higham will talk about 
the life of Rev David 
Jones. Poems by pupils 
of Llangan school will be 
on display in the church. 

Unsightly area 

I REFER to the road to 
Llanhilid, between the 
Ruthin Common and St 
Mary’s Golf Club Hotel. 

I had reason to visit 


the area this week and 
was disgusted by the 
amount of rubbish I saw 
there. 

At one point, there is a 
mass of building materi¬ 
al, paving slabs and 
bricks. It must have been 
deposited there by a 
heavy vehicle. 

Further along the road 
nearer the common, there 
is a huge mound of gar¬ 
den refuse, including 
branches of trees and 
weeds. 

This is not including 
the paper clinging to the 
trees and bushes. 

Should visitors to the 
St Mary Hill Golf Club 
travel via this road rather 
than through the main 
entrance, I am sure they 
would have a very poor 
perception of the area. 


CELTIC CYCLE 
CHALLENGE 


WE would like to 
thank the wonderful 
group of Cowbridge 
people who are on a 
sponsored cycle ride 
around Scotland, 
Ireland and Wales to 
raise money for the 
‘Stepping Stones 
Appeal 9 supporting 
lung cancer research 
at Velindre Hospital. 

Geoff Graham, Julian 
Hitchcock, their families 
and some friends, after 
months of dedicated 
training, are cycling the 
742 miles from John 
O’Groats to Cowbridge 
via the highlands and 
glens of Scotland, then 
across the sea to Ireland, 
and finally home again 
to Wales (north to 
south). 

It is a great personal 
challenge for each of 


them to do it in just 14 
days. They will be arriv¬ 
ing back next Sunday at 
Oscar’s restaurant next 
to the Bear Hotel in 
Cowbridge at around 
5pm, after their valiant 
two-week fundraising 
adventure, to a warm 
Vale welcome and a 
well-earned rest. 

The group are hoping 
to raise at least £25,000 
towards the appeal and 
their efforts, so far, have 
got them very close to 
their target - but, of 
course, any additional 
donations to Stepping 
Stones would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Lorraine Wright 
and Michael Lewis, 
Cowbridge 


TY HAFAN LOTTERY DRAW WINNERS 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 

Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
630 . 

This weeks first prize 
winner is from Pentre. 

• £2000: 706169. 

• The rollover, 

which now stands at 

£4,000 was not won this 
week. 

• £10: 190888; 

728464; 531633; 

799091; 776206; 

320684; 239687; 


258007; 

845963; 

392650 

136311; 

676360 

649540; 

280922; 

803951; 

139812 

743034; 

591290 

145234; 

401590; 

151246; 

654352 

723991; 

898313 

343348; 

485032; 

549764; 

477199 

341514; 

164833 

373098; 

795012; 

442269; 

212090 

552721; 

836369 

864730; 

434399; 

531882; 

509096 

383635; 

504069 

519205; 

281836. 


788573 

809133; 

210352 

270651; 

• £5: 

187814; 

660033 

894255; 

220788 

209371; 

427063; 

O^ICQC. 

474723; 

4QOOC/I . 

195908 

724465; 

802029 

898301; 


885849; 

143377; 

682668; 

492302; 

443310; 

861594; 

106439; 

727746; 

123610; 


Introducing NEW Rattan Furniture 
Traditional & Contemporary 



Inspirations Conservatory and 
Indoor Rattan Furniture is a 
range of handcrafted furniture 
made using the highest quality 
materials, to exact design 
standards with an expert finish 

Suites from £599 



243806. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery informa¬ 
tion please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


COMMIT 
TO KEEP 




New Range Furniture 
AUGUST ORDERS OFFER 

Free Coffee/Lamp/Side Table 
Value from £99 - £250 
(Dependant on range choice) 


► Hot Tubs 

► Swim Spas 

► Garden/Indoor Furniture 

► Chimeneas 

► Pool & Spa Chemicals 

Hot Tubs from £3,495 ► Parts & Accessories 

Insfrirations Expert, friendly service assured 

/ Hot tubs, Unit D17B Western Avenue, 

(, / Homes Bridgend Industrial Estate, 

^ & Gardens Bridgend, CF313RT 

Telephone: 01656 769847 

www.inspirationswales.co.uk 


Please call Tuesday to Sunday weekly 

OPEN BANK HOLIDAY 


FIT 


SIX WEEK TRIAL 

MEMBERSHIP 

ONLY £69* 

ENDS THIS WEEKEND! 

FACILITIES TO SUIT EVERYONE 


• 20m pool 

• Cardiovascular gym 

• Resistance gym 

• X-Oream bikes 

• Power Plate courses 

• Free weights gym 

• Salta 

• Fitness studios 
with over SO* 
classes per week 


• Whirlpool bath 

• Saun a/Steam room 

• Squash /Tennis 

• Creche 

• Day nursery 

• Junior activities 

• Wales' largest spa 

• Bar and restaurant 

• Members* discounts 
throughout the resort 



Vale Resort, Hensoi Pam, Honiol Vale of Glamorgan CF72 8JY 

‘TWmB and cwdttwn ap*» Otto* ISt* A • part 2010 CNW*** trda 5r» 

Mr* fr»# CN«*m if't» SIO JWalatt* »: MHrwrbwi x mUBc nd aott. 
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SINGING AND DANCING LIVE ON TV 

Bridgend students 
hope they won’t ‘Stop 
Believing’ on Sunday 



‘TrueDynaMix’, who will 
feature on Channel 5’s ‘ Don’t Stop Believing 
on Sunday. 

(PHOTOGRAPH by MANDY THOMAS). 


TWO students from 
Bridgend will be 
singing and dancing 
live on TV this 
Sunday, in the latest 
‘Glee-inspired’ tal¬ 
ent show. 

Luke John Morrissey 
and Rachel Thomas, who 
are students at Bridgend 
College, will be on the 
Channel Five show, 
‘Don’t Stop Believing’, 
which is hosted by for¬ 
mer Spice Girl, Emma 
Bunton, and showcases 


Britain’s biggest and best 
new musical stars. 

The college’s dance 
tutor, Terry Michael, put 
together a group of musi¬ 
cal theatre students to 
form ‘TrueDynaMix’. 

Terry told The GEM: 
“The accent in the show 
is on groups who can 
sing and dance. So far, 
several choirs who didn’t 
do any real dancing have 
been voted off. 

“I am hopeful that our 
students will impress 
with their singing and 


‘BLACK BAG 
CONFUSION’ 
STILL IN SARN 

PROBLEMS are 
still being encoun¬ 
tered by residents in 
Sarn with both 
refuse and recycling 
collections. 

Coun Pat Penpraze 
said that people living in 
the flats in Jubilee 
Crescent had not been 
issued with their recy¬ 
cling boxes and bags, 
while some of the house¬ 
holders in Queen’s 
Avenue and Merfield 
Close were also affected. 

She said that residents 
had been told to put their 
recycling in black bags 
for the time being, but 
these were being left 
behind by the recycling 
crews, who wrongly 
believe that they contain 
rubbish for landfill. 

“I have been on the 
phone constantly to con¬ 
tractors May Gurney and 
to the council about the 
bags not being picked 
up,” she said. “The coun¬ 
cil is accusing residents 
of putting out normal 
black bags for the weekly 
collection, when they 
should be going every 
two weeks.” 

Coun Penpraze said 
she had been working 
closely with Jan Phillips, 
chairman of PACT who 
had walked the area. 


“Council claims that 
people are putting out 
their bags after the col¬ 
lectors have been are 
wrong,” she said. “We 
have seen bags out first 
thing in the morning.” 

Coun Penpraze said 
that the problems would 
considerably reduce 
once the flats have all 
had their recycling con¬ 
tainers. 

“There would be no 
mix-ups up then between 
what is recycling and 
what is rubbish,” she 
added. 

“At the moment, the 
bags are being left for 
days on end before they 
are collected. I am being 
inundated with com¬ 
plaints from residents. 
We need this sorted out 
now.” 

A council spokesman 
said that the recycling 
items were due to be 
delivered to people living 
in flats from this week. 

There have been 
delays because there are 
problems with some 
blocks that have no stor¬ 
age space for the contain¬ 
ers, or restricted access. 

The council is tailor¬ 
ing its response to each 
block of flats’ individual 
circumstances. 


their dancing.” 

Although there are 
judges, Anastacia, 
Duncan James and 
Tamzin Outhwaite, it will 
be the viewers’ phone-in 
vote that is decisive. 

Not surprisingly, Luke 
and Rachel and their fel¬ 
low group members will 
be counting on votes 
from the Bridgend area. 

Terry explained that 
the group is not allowed 
to reveal in advance what 
routine they will per¬ 
form. 

He said: “It will be a 
‘mash-up’ of two songs, 
and we have just 90 sec¬ 


onds to make an impact - 
live on TV.” 

TrueDynaMix consists 
of 14 members: Shakara 
Brown, Greg Sage, 
Laura Billington, Callum 
Jones, Jalisa Andrews, 
Dale Evans, Adam 
Taylor, Kate Wyatt, Jodi 
Nicholson, Holly Bluett, 
Yasmin Khalil, Luke 
Morrissey, Gareth Jones 
and Rachel Thomas. 

Each member brings a 
different passion and 
style of dance to the 
group, from hip hop to 
ballet to musical theatre. 


Town pub could 
become food store 


A TOWN centre pub 
in Bridgend is set for 
a new lease of life as a 
food store. 

The old Victoria Inn 
in Adare Street closed as 
a pub in 2005. It is a 
Grade 2 listed building, 
said to be late Georgian, 
and is located within the 
Bridgend Conservation 
Area. 

There are cottages 
attached to the rear of 
the building, alongside 
Elder Street, but these 
have been derelict for 
more than 20 years. 

The building is now 
owned by HD Ltd, 
which is the Hegarty 
family firm. This compa¬ 
ny has already carried 
out highly successful 
restoration schemes of 
Bridgend police station, 
Bridgend chest clinic 
and the old Co-op in 
Derwen Road. 

The company also 
owns cottages in Elder 
Street and Elder Yard, 
and is currently develop¬ 
ing plans for that area. 

The Victoria Inn is 
adjacent to that develop¬ 
ment and the company, 
in a planning brief, state 
that they originally 
intended to upgrade and 
extend the inn for con¬ 
tinued use as a restaurant 
and public house, but 


they state that current 
“socio economic” condi¬ 
tions mean that this 
would be commercially 
and financially unviable. 
A number of other pub¬ 
lic houses in the area are 
closing at present. 

However, they state 
that demand for retail 
space in Adare Street is 
high and Filco Foods has 
expressed an interest in 
using the ground floor as 
a convenience food 
store. 

The plan for the 
Victoria Inn now is to 
use the ground floor as a 
store with office accom¬ 
modation on the first 
floor and in the adjoin¬ 
ing cottages. 

A new building will 
be created at the rear for 
deliveries. The existing 
entrance from Adare 
Street will be used for 
the shop. Offices would 
have a rear access. 

The brief says that the 
scheme is part of the 
greater Elder Yard proj¬ 
ect and would create a 
safer route for pedestri¬ 
ans, reducing oppor¬ 
tunistic crime. 

Talks are under way 
with Bridgend planners 
about the application, 
which has not yet come 
before the development 
control committee. 



Public-spirited teenagers 
tidy Bridgend graveyard 


A GROUP of 
Bridgend teenagers 
from Bridgend 
training company 
ACT have been 
demonstrating how 
much their commu¬ 
nity means to them, 
by clearing up a 
local churchyard. 

They spent three 
afternoons in the 
grounds of St Mary’s 
Church, Nolton, pick¬ 
ing up litter and remov¬ 
ing weeds, monitored 
by ACT staff and a rep¬ 
resentative from Keep 
Wales Tidy. 

The learners decided 
to help the church 
because they said they 
wanted to give some¬ 
thing back to their com¬ 
munity. 

Danielle Jones, aged 
17, said: “This is a love¬ 
ly church so I really 
don’t mind giving up 
my time to help tidy up 
the yard. 

“It’s nice to be able 
to help people and give 


something back to the 
community. It’s been 
hard work, but the 
churchyard looks much 
better now - and we’ve 
had lots of exercise, 
too!” 

Reverend Sue 

Beverly of Coity, 
Nolton and Brackla 
Parish, said she was 
grateful to ACT for vol¬ 
unteering to clear up the 
churchyard. 

“The graveyard is an 
important place as it is 
where people come to 
remember their loved 
ones. 

“Our churchyard was 
extremely overgrown, 
with heavy ivy covering 
many of the headstones. 

“Now, thanks to 
ACT’s hard work, the 
area looks much clearer 
and I am very grateful 
to them. 

“They put in a lot of 
effort and were obvi¬ 
ously led effectively by 
their tutors and staff 
from Keep Wales Tidy,” 
she added. 


NO FREEZE ON 
HIRING NURSES 


NO BAN has been 
brought in on the 
use of agency nurs¬ 
es throughout the 
Abertawe Bro 
Morgannwg NHS 
Board - which runs 
hospitals through¬ 
out Bridgend, 

Neath Port Talbot 
and Swansea. 

However, a 
spokesman said that 
they were developing 
policies to reduce the 
use of agency nurses, 
while ensuring safe 


staffing levels are main¬ 
tained. 

A number of boards 
in Wales have brought 
in a ban on agency nurs¬ 
es in a bid to reduce 
costs. 

ABM has also stated 
that there is no freeze on 
filling nursing vacan¬ 
cies. At the moment, out 
of a nursing workforce 
of 8,000, there are the 
equivalent of 150 full 
time posts empty, which 
is below the all-Wales 
average turnover of 
nursing staff. 


Brackla Street 
centre ‘shabby’ 


THE walk from 
Asda into Bridgend 
town centre is look¬ 
ing shabby, accord¬ 
ing to members of 
Bridgend Town 
Council. 

Members have sug¬ 
gested that planters and 
hanging baskets be 
placed alongside 

Cheapside and main¬ 
tained throughout the 
year if possible. 

This will be investi¬ 
gated. 

The owners of the 
Brackla Shopping 
Centre are also to be 
invited to hold a site 
meeting with council¬ 


lors. Members felt that 
the centre is falling into 
disrepair, is badly lit and 
needs urgent refurbish¬ 
ment. 

The owners will be 
asked to carry out some 
interim improvements 
until the full scale 
refurbishment they are 
planning can be imple¬ 
mented. 


Patsy Dierden, centre 
co-ordinator at ACT in 
Bridgend, said: 

“Our learners really 
enjoyed working in the 
churchyard and they did 
a great job, which gave 
them a sense of 
achievement. 


“It was the learners’ 
decision to come and 
help out at the church, 
based on the fact they 
wanted to give some¬ 
thing back to the com¬ 
munity they’ve grown 
up in.” 


Very busy times 

for members of 
Porthcawl Lions! 


PORTHCAWL 
Lions Club again 
assisted at the Sea 
Festival; they stew- 
arded the start of 
the sandcastle com¬ 
petition and were 
prominent in the 
Teddy Bears Picnic, 
plus running sever¬ 
al games for the 
children. 

During the festival 
they supplied and con¬ 
structed several mar¬ 
quees. 

Coming up are plans 
for a coffee morning for 
Macmillan Cancer Care 


plus an exciting morn¬ 
ing in pink,.of all 

things... for Breast 
Cancer Care Wales. 

This month again 
involves a massive book 
sale at the Seabank 
Hotel over the Bank 
Holiday weekend and 
also a beach clean, plus 
leaflet drop for Glaze, 
the prostate cancer char¬ 
ity based at the Princess 
of Wales Hospital. 

Anyone wishing to 
join the club should 
contact Don on 01656 
788583 New members 
are welcome. 


MP remembers 
Burma human 
rights protestor 


MADELEINE 
MOON MP joined 
politicians from all 
parties to call for 
the release of all 
political prisoners 
in Burma. 

She posed with the 
name of ‘Mie Mie’ writ¬ 
ten on her upturned palm 
to mark the 12th 
anniversary of the first 
major uprising in Burma, 
which began on August 
8, 1988, and to show her 
support for the impris¬ 
oned former student 
leader. 

Mie Mie was one of 
thousands of students 
who took to the streets of 
Rangoon to call for 
democracy and human 
rights in 1988, and in 
August 2007 she led a 
women’s movement 
march against the 
regime. 

The 40-year-old 


THE CAPTAINS’ CLIMB 

BRIDGEND Male Choir is presenting a Captains’ 
Climb charity concert at St Crallo’s Church, 
Coychurch, on Friday, August 13, at 7pm - tickets 
£5. 

All proceeds go to The Stepping Stones Appeal at 
Velindre Hospital. 

Contact 01656 862443; mobile: 07879 013420. 


mother of two is now 
one of 2,200 political 
prisoners being held in 
Burma. 

The action by 
Madeleine Moon MP 
came at the end of an 
Amnesty International 
and Parliamentary 
Human Rights Group’s 
reception, where the 
Foreign and 

Commonwealth 
Minister, Jeremy 

Browne MP, outlined the 
coalition government’s 
vision for promoting 
human rights in UK for¬ 
eign policy. 

Mrs Moon said: “In 
these turbulent times, we 
cannot forget about 
human rights; and it was 
refreshing to hear the 
Minister make such a 
firm pledge to tackle the 
abuses that are happen¬ 
ing in Burma. 

“This is a country 
where torture, unfair tri¬ 
als and forced labour are 
all commonplace. 

“Against that back¬ 
drop I can only applaud 
the bravery of Mie Mie - 
I call on the Burmese 
authorities to immediate¬ 
ly release all their politi¬ 
cal prisoners.” 
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PRICES HUGE STOCK CLEARANCE SALE ft 

WE’RE CLEARING BEDS, BEDFRAMES, MATTRESSES, [ *>f|0/ 
O I A QUCn BEDROOM FURNITURE, SOLID OAK DINING l W \J /Q 

OLMOrlLU furniture, recliners, fireside CHAIRS, \ _ 

CONSERVATORY SUITES .... IT’S ALL REDUCED! 


JADE FIRESIDE CHAIRS 1 CONSERVATORY SUITES V MEMORY FOAM 



e... Town& £«* 

/T'<?FDA/F/ nmintrv Brid 9 endCF311BZ 653147 

'• o yi/zift-, WUMU ; www.townandcountryfurniture.co.uk 
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Cruise and Diaz sparkle, 
but action comedy is not 
much to write home about 



SCREEN 

TALK 


S INCE his rip¬ 
roaring turn as 
Len Grossman 
in Tropic Thunder , 
Tom Cruise 
appears to have dis¬ 
covered a far more 
prominent funny 
bone. 

Discussions are still 
ongoing regarding him 
and Ben Stiller teaming 
up for a take on The 
Hardy Boys, but ‘The 
Cruiser’ seems to be 
feeling the attraction for 
broad comedy. 

His latest film, Knight 
and Day, sees him team 
up again with Cameron 
Diaz, nine years after 
Vanilla Sky. Diaz plays 
June Havens, a woman 
who finds her life 
becoming tangled up 
with secret agent Roy 
Miller (Cruise), who has, 
according to one CIA 
bigwig, ‘gone off the 
reservation’, blowing up 
a laboratory and taking 
hostage an inventor 
(Paul Dano) and his 
everlasting battery 
invention. 

The couple travel 
around the globe in 
order to stay one step 
ahead of the FBI, led by 
Agent Fitzgerald (Peter 
Saarsgaard) - but is Roy 
the innocent or guilty 
party in proceedings? 


While some people 
are keen to pigeonhole 
Tom Cruise as a limited 
actor who coasts by on 
star wattage and charis¬ 
ma alone, he has done 
much to highlight he is 
anything but. 

Worlang with the 
likes of Kubrick, 
Scorsese, Spielberg, 
Mann and Anderson, 
Cruise has a CV that 
puts even the most 
renowned actors to 
shame, and certainly 
knows how to raise his 
game. 

However, the world of 
comedy is one that 
Cruise has rarely ven¬ 
tured into, but one that, 
as Tropic Thunder evi¬ 
denced, he is quite adept 
at. 

Knight and Day is 
therefore a good plat¬ 
form for the actor to 
show off his comedic 
chops, given that it 
comes with the action 
spectacle that he has 
been more keen to 
explore in the last 
decade or so. However, 
the end result is a film 
that, while entertaining, 
is far too slight, and 
‘cruises’ (sorry for the 
pun) along on the charm 
of the two leads. 

Much of the blame for 
this can be apportioned 
to a script that could be 
the dictionary definition 


by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


of the term ‘develop¬ 
ment hell’ - in brief, the 
script has been knocking 
around for more than a 
decade, has passed 
through a multitude of 
directors, been offered to 
a multitude of stars and 
has undergone numerous 
rewrites. 

The upshot of this is 
that the film you see on 
screen has all the thumb- 
marks of the various 
rewrites, feeling tonally 
awkward with a plot that 
tends to go round in cir¬ 
cles before plopping a 
big reveal that goes 
nowhere. While it tries 
to cover its tracks a 
touch by zipping along 
at a fair old pace, in the 
cold light of day the lack 
of a coalescing tone 


means that its down to 
the leads to save the day. 

It’s something that 
both Tom Cruise and 
Cameron Diaz are more 
than up to the task of 
doing, and while the pair 
offer nothing approach¬ 
ing their finest turns, 
they offer up perform¬ 
ances that are entertain¬ 
ing and likeable, and 
help to propel the film 
along. 

Cruise, in particular, 
seems to be having great 
fun here, skewering the 
Ethan Hunt character 
from the Mission: 
Impossible franchise to 
wonderful effect, playing 
the role completely 
straight but with a glint 
in the eye. 

There’s plenty of 
Cruise’s usual acting 
tics, but he parlays this 
into a decent perform¬ 
ance that, following Len 
Grossman, shows that he 
is more than willing to 
take the brunt of the 
joke. 

Alongside him, Diaz 
offers another variation 
on her likeable every- 
woman, acting as the 
audience’s eyes as we 
find ourselves dragged 
into this world of espi¬ 
onage, much like her 
character. 

Diaz is a sparkling 
comedic actress when on 
form, and while not 


bringing her best here, 
still provides a turn that 
is humorous and pleas¬ 
ing; she shares a chem¬ 
istry with Cruise that 
lights up the screen, the 
pair taking great delight 
in playing off each other. 

Given how much 
weight is given to the 
leads, the rest of the cast 
are given short shrift, 
both in terms of per¬ 
formance time and char¬ 
acter depth. 

While Peter 
Saarsgaard does shad¬ 
owy wonderfully well, 
his character is given 
very little in the way of 
depth, while Paul Dano 
is wasted in an inconse¬ 
quential turn that could 
have gone to any two-bit 
actor, as opposed to a 
BAFTA award-winning 
one. 

It’s Marc Blucas who 
hits home the most, 
despite the short screen¬ 
time, bringing a humor¬ 
ous buffoonery to the 
character of June’s ex¬ 
boyfriend. 

In the director’s chair, 
James Mangold has 
shown he is more than 
capable of handling 
weighty fare, such as 
Cop Land and Walk The 
Line, and here shows he 
isn’t too bad at the froth¬ 
ier stuff, either. 

Bringing an OTT rel¬ 
ish to the action 
sequences, that straddles 
the line between being 
funny but with a serious 
amount of carnage, 
Mangold gives the film 
the look and feel of a 
blockbuster movie. 

The camera relishes 
the locales that make up 
the characters’ adven¬ 
tures (even if some of 
the greenscreen is amaz¬ 
ingly shoddy for a film 
of this size). 

The homage to the 
likes of North by 
Northwest is played with 
zeal, though coming 
nowhere near that quali¬ 
ty, and Mangold shows a 
pleasing lightness of 
touch. 

Ultimately, Knight 
and Day almost survives 
in spite of itself, the 
screenplay doing the 
film no favours but the 
performances of Cruise 
and Diaz, and the direc¬ 
tion, makes it more 
watchable than it should 
have been. 

It isn’t a jaw dropping 
piece of work by any 
means, but as a slice of 
popcorn entertainment it 
does the job - but only 
just. 

VERDICT: Slightly 
disappointing given the 
talent involved, Knight 
and Day manages to stay 
the right side of fun - 
despite a script that isn’t 
100 per cent sure what it 
actually is. 

With performances 
from Tom Cruise and 
Cameron Diaz that ele¬ 
vate the material, and 
James Mangold’s light 
direction, Knight and 
Day is a passable block¬ 
buster, but nothing more. 
Enjoyable. 


A Level Results 
this August? 


For HNCs, HNDs, 
Degrees & more... 
visit us on Friday 20th 
August 10am - 2pm 


ADCAIW 
l M OMigr A 


enter the bvillage from ^Coleg Pe^toort 
bvillage 


New Zealand’s 
finest in charity 
gourmet evening 


THE VALE Resort in Hensol is 
supporting the NSPCC’s 
‘Building Brighter Futures’ 
appeal with a Kiwi food and 
wine evening on Thursday, 
August 26. 

The family-owned and run Resort 
will host the educational and fun 
evening in collaboration with Allan 
Scott Wines, one of New Zealand’s 
leading wineries. 

Eighty places are available for the 
intimate evening and the £50 price per 
person includes carefully-selected 
wines and a delicious themed four- 
course dinner at the Resort, which has 
been awarded an AA Rosette for its 
cuisine. 

The NSPCC’s appeal funds the 
development of services for children 
and young people in Wales who have 
suffered emotional, physical and sexu¬ 
al abuse. This event is the first of the 


Vale Resort’s fundraisers for the chari¬ 
ty. A golf tournament will be held on 
the Resort’s award-winning PGA 
courses in October. 

Carol Gillanders, NSPCC Building 
Brighter Futures appeal campaign 
manager, said: “We are thrilled and 
grateful that the Vale Resort is holding 
this fantastic event in aid of our 
Building Brighter Futures appeal. 

“I have no doubt that this event will 
be a success and that everyone 
attending will have a great time.” 

To book, call 01443 665863 For 
more information, see the newly re¬ 
vamped website at: www.vale- 
hotel.com 

By donating to the Building Brighter 
Futures appeal, the public can help to 
change a child’s life.To make a dona¬ 
tion, visitwww. nspcc.org. uk/brighter- 
futures 

For further information about the 
NSPCC, visit www.nspcc.org.uk 


PENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS WALK 


‘Big Dipper’ is Europe’s 
highest sand dune 


RECENTLY, on a 
beautiful summer 
morning, seven 
walkers plus canine 
friends Jodie, 
Muttley, Bronte and 
Bracken and leader 
Val Williams trav¬ 
elled down to 
Newton, passing the 
lovely old village 
church dedicated to 
St John to park near 
the beach. 

Newton dates back to 
the 12th century and was 
founded as the ‘New 
Town’ being close to the 
Saxon settlement of 
Nottage. 

By the 17th century it 
was a thriving port 
exporting wheat and oats 
and importing fruit and 
salt. It now caters for hol¬ 
iday makers at nearby 
Trecco Bay, sun worship¬ 
pers, walkers, horse rid¬ 
ers, surfers and water 
sport enthusiasts. 

As the tide was in, the 
leader had decided to do 
her walk the opposite way 
around and a well-used 
path between houses led 
them through Newton 
Burrows, where the dogs 
enjoyed their freedom, to 
the lovely narrow tracks 
through the woods at 
Merthyr Mawr Warren. 

There, they collected 
another group member 
who had mistakenly 
parked at Merthyr Mawr, 
thinking that was the start 
point and by sheer luck 
had managed to bump 
into them. 

Because they had four 
dogs, the group by-passed 
Cwm y Befos, which is 
usually full of sheep and a 
short while later stopped 
on the grass verge on the 
Candleston lane to enjoy 
morning coffee before 
trekking down the quiet 
lane to the small village 
of Tythegston where all 
the properties sport very 
smart metal plates outside 
with the name of the 
property and the estate 
crest. 

From the Welsh Llan 
Dudwg, this village name 
is derived from the now 
disused church that is 


dedicated to St Tydwg 
who was one of the disci¬ 
ples of Cenydd, who 
flourished during the mid¬ 
dle of the 6th century. 

Back in the 1800s the 
village that was described 
as containing arable and 
pasture land was split into 
two hamlets - upper and 
lower. 

The upper hamlet con¬ 
tained iron ore, coal and 
clay that was utilised for 
brick making and items 
were carried by rail to the 
small harbour at 
Porthcawl and shipped 
out. 

The lower hamlet con¬ 
tained a school that was 
established to educate the 
poor children and sup¬ 
ported by subscription 
from well to do local resi¬ 
dents. 

A stone stile led them 
into a huge field of long 
damp grass and, crossing 
two stiles they walked 
along a pathway through 
a tall maize crop into an 
open field that was plant¬ 
ed with new saplings and 
down a steep path through 
a small wood to meadows 
that overlooked Laleston. 

Re-entering empty 
fields they walked beside 
Coed Cwintin, through 
Candleston Farm and 
along a sandy path that 
led them past the ‘Big- 
Dipper’ - the highest sin¬ 
gle sand dune in Europe, 
to the ruined 12th century 
Candleston Castle, a forti¬ 
fied manor house owned 
by the Cantaloupe family 
and now only occupied by 
bats and the odd ghost! 

The present warren is 
all that is left of what was 
the largest sand dune 


continuing on to emerge 
beside the River Ogmore 
as it made its way to the 
sea. 

At the estuary they 
turned westwards and 
tramped along the lovely 
sandy beach at Traeth yr 
Afon, passing the Black 
Rocks before returning to 
Newton, with four very 
happy dogs after a bril¬ 
liant day. 

Today (August 12), 

the last of the summer 
evening walks takes 
place, meet at 7pm at 
Nash Point for a three- 
mile moderate walk in the 
area; contact Val . on 
01446 734925. 

On August 14, meet at 
9.30am at the Barry 
Waterfront for an eight- 
mile moderate walk (with 
some rough walking) in 
the Craig y Nos area; con¬ 
tact Barbara on 01446 
734686. 

On August 15, meet at 
9am at Cogan Leisure 
Centre for an 11-mile 
moderate walk at 
Trellech, near 

Monmouth; contact Nick 
on 01446 420540. 

On walks, wear suit¬ 
able clothing, preferably 
boots and carry water¬ 
proofs, food and drinks. 

Some degree of fitness 
is required and if you are 
in any doubt, then please 
contact the walk leader 
for advice. 

For other groups ’ 
walks, log onto 
www. ramblers, org. uk. 
Rucksack badges, pro¬ 
grammes and member¬ 
ship advice can be 
obtained from Pam on 


02920 219102. 

JOY 

STRANGWARD 

A Llantwit Major Craft 

and Gift Fairs 

14th August in the Llantonian Hall, 

(to the rear of the library car park) 10am-3pm 
Come and visit this popular event on 
Saturday from 10am-3pm in the 
Llantonian Hall, behind the Library. 

Lots of new and interesting stalls, some 
regulars and lovely eats. An opportunity to 
chat, browse and buy that treat or present. 

Enquiries, contact Peta Shields 
T:01656 890353 E:peta@peartreecott.co.uk / / 
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Out and About with The GEM 


A Bridgend band 
receives accolade 
in Copenhagen 



Mabon will be performing in 
Copenhagen this autumn. 

rrm- 


at 
famous 


LOCAL band launch their first-ever 
Mabon, whose live album Live at the 
members come Grand Pavilion 
from Bridgend and . 
the Vale, have been Fa,1|)01t s 
selected to showcase Cropredy Convention 
for Wales at this in Oxfordshire on 
autumn’s WOMEX Friday, August 13, 
world music trade recorded on their OK 
fair in Copenhagen. TTT ^ 

The Welsh festival UK tour last autumn at 
favourites will also Porthcawl. 


S | c>^ii 

miL 


@ the 4(ed 

EARLYBIRD SPECIAL 


2 main meals for £10 


THE RED LION INN, BONVILSTON 

(On the main A48 between Cowbridge & Cardiff) 


LLANCARFAN 
VILLAGE SHOW 

Saturday 
August 21, 2010 

Stall holders space available 
Show schedule now available 

Details and entry form from: 

Show Secretary 01446 781350 or 
781337; Sam Smith Travel, Cowbridge; 
Baddeleys, 98 High Street, Barry. 


Bang! 

school 

winner 

THE winner of our 
recent competition 
for a place at the 
Bang! summer 
school was Saskia 
Pay of Cowbridge - 
keep an eye out for 
more great 

Glamorgan GEM 
competitions! 


Win Olympic 
and Paralympic 
stamp sets 


OLYMPIC hopefuls 
across Wales have 
been helping to 
launch the second 
of Royal Mail’s 
London 2012 
Olympic and 
Paralympic Games 
stamps. 

The stamps issued in 
July mark a key mile¬ 
stone in the countdown - 
two years to the opening 
ceremony of the 
Olympic Games - and 
readers of The 
Glamorgan GEM have 


Cream 

teas 

FRIENDS and 
Neighbours, a local 
over-50s group, held 
a very successful 
strawberry cream 
tea at the Senior 
Health Shop in 
Barry. 

Jane Hutt spent a 
pleasant afternoon chat¬ 
ting to the group, which 
meets once a month at 
the shop and enjoys a 
wide range of activities 
and talks. 

New members are wel¬ 
come and can contact the 
secretary, Gay Fifield, on 
01446 400044for further 
information. 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

: OCEAN LOUNGE* 


tix 


PORTHKERRY 




+ OPEN - WEDNESDAY, , * 

? THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY & % 

* SUNDAY LUNCHTIMES & EVENINGS * 

* * 

{ } 

t SALSA LESSONS * 

£ Every Wednesday - 7.30pm for 2 hours J 
* followed by dancing til late - Only £4 
Ideal for complete beginners 







Day Nursery Opening in 
Cowbridge 6 September 2010 

Introductory Fun Day 

21st August, 2-5pm 

A chance for you to meet our 
friendly staff and take a look around. 
Children are free to use facilities and 
entertainment provided for the day. 
Fully qualified teachers, CRB checked. 
For ages 6 weeks to 5yrs. School pickup 
service available. Open 7.30am - 6pm 
10% discount for each additional sibling 
registered. Childcare vouchers accepted, 
contact us for details. 

Call: 07854 429 138 

Vale Forge, North Road, Cowbridge CF71 7DF 

www.funfoundationsdaynursery.co.uk 


Friday 13th August - 
LENNY DEE 

Top Comedian from TV and Radio 
‘will get you rocking with laughter!’ 
Followed by Disco 

Saturday 14th August - 
MELANY COFFEY 

Top Class International Vocalist 
plus Bingo 

Friday 20th August - 
KARAOKE 8 P m 

Saturday 21st August - 
JACK WOODS 

Male Vocalist 9pm plus Bingo 

Every Thursday: Curry and a Pint £5.99 
7-9pm - Quiz from 8.30pm 

"food served 

Great Value menu from only £4.99 
Traditional Sunday Lunch 
served l2-3pm from only £6.95 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


the chance to win a pres¬ 
entation pack of these 
impressive stamps. 

The latest stamp 
issue, subtitled ‘On 
Track for 2012’, features 
a fresh set of ten dynam¬ 
ic images championing 
Olympic and Paralympic 
sports. 

The stamps feature 
ten established Olympic 
and Paralympic sports 
like hockey, goalball and 
football, and more recent 
additions including taek¬ 
wondo and BMX 
cycling. 

To win a set of 
Olympic stamps in a 
special presentation pack 
simply answer the fol¬ 
lowing question: What 
year do the London 
Olympics take place? 
A) 2012; B) 2022; C) 
3012? 

Send your answer on 
a postcard, marked 
Olympic Stamps, to The 
Glamorgan GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL, 
no later than Friday, 
August 20. 

Normal competition 
rules apply and judge’s 
decision is final - good 
luck! 


LEGION REMEMBERS 


THE Barry branch of the 
Royal British Legion will be 
holding a service on Saturday, 
August 14 at 10.30am for 11am 
at the Cenotaph, Barry 
Memorial Hall, to commemo¬ 
rate VJ 1945 and the Battle of 
Kohima. 

Wreaths will be laid at this service 


to remember the fallen (British and 
Allied Forces), and to pay tribute to 
them. 

All are welcome to attend and if any 
wreaths or crosses are required, contact 
the Poppy Appeal organisers on 01446 
710901. 

At the going down of the sun and in 
the morning, we will remember them. 

DS 


A summer of fun at 


Dyffryn Gardens 



Family Fun Weekend 
21st and 22nd August 
10am-6pm 

Bouncy Castles, 
Face Painting, 
Storytelling, 
Entertainers, 
Falconry Display 
and much more... 




029 2059 3328 
www dyffryng*rcton& oom 
dyffrynjfvateciglafTYOfQan gov uk 


jfterp jack’s 

iilebtebal jf&p re 

at THE OCEAN LOUNGE, 
Bulwarks Camp, Porthkerry, CF6 9ZP- 
Friday 13th through to 
Sunday 15th August 2010 , 

5pm-Midnight Friday; 10am-5pm Saturday; 10am-5pm Sunday 

A FUN-FILLED AND EDUCATIONAL 
DAY OUT FOR ALL THE FAMILY 



Horseback Archery 
Medieval Market 


MAIN ATTRACTIONS: 

• Jousting Spectacular 

• Living History 
Other things to see and do... 

• Have-a-Go Archery • Storytellers • Ferret Racing 

• Circus Workshop • Fiery Jack Show • Devil Stick Peat 

• Birds of Prey • Microbeer Festival Tavern - Acoustic Stage 

• Hog Roast, Gourmet BBQ, Hot Potatoes, Ice Cream Cart 
EXTRA EVENING ENTERTAINMENT IS PROVIDED 
FOR WEEKEND TICKET-HOLDERS AND CAMPERS 


Also 
supporting 
the weekend: 
The Welsh 
Hawking 
Centre 
with a 
selection 
of birds of 
prey and 
Cosmeston 
Medieval 
Village 
showing what 
life was like in 
14th century 
Wales. 


TICKETS AVAILABLE ON THE DAY: 


For further information, tel: 01446 711535 or visit 

www.firejoust.com 
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FULL SELECTION OF BBQ MEAT PACKS • BACON • SAUSAGES • CHOPS • STEAKS • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN * PORK * BEEF * ETC - 


VF 


TRADE MEAT WAREHOUSE 


WE HAVE 
MOVED 



NOW AT: Unit 5, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 
Telephone 01446 721206 

(Formerly Phillip Saunders Warehouse) 


New larger, improved VFM selling a wider range of 
qua ity meats, groceries at discount prices, frozen fish, 
vegetables, desserts and ready meals. 


is moat 

n 








1/2 PRICE 

SPECIAL OFFERS 


TURKEY CROWNS 

Were £9.98 per kilo 

NOW £4.98 per kilo 
BRITISH 

SILVERSIDE BEEF 

Was £9.98 per kilo 

NOW £4.98 per kilo 

TATE & LYLE 
GRANULATED SUGAR 
1 kilo only49p 


CF IMM 



. RO 






HOWTO FIND US: 

Turn at traffic lights at 
5 Dow Corning and head 
up Palmerston Road, 
turn left just before 
Waitrose, then follow 





48 *7 

L *** ‘lr— 
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] the yellow VFM signs. 


PLENTY 

OF 

PARKING 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

Monday to Saturday 7.30am - 5.30pm 
Sunday 9.00am - 2.00pm 


PLENTY 

OF 

PARKING 


• GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • READY MEALS • GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • 


LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE^FOR HOME FREEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME FREEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN 
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Inspirational Homes 


Increase in Welsh house sales 


shows that the market is moving 

- SAYS CHARTERED SURVEYORS’ SPOKESMAN 


D EMAND for property in Wales is 
among the highest in the UK, 
according to this month’s Housing 
Market Survey from the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors. 


Refurbishment 


is the smart way to 



transform your kitchen 

• REPLACEMENT DOORS 

• DRAWER FRONTS 

• WORK SURFACES 

- PLUS ALL ACCESSORIES 


GREFFT 01446 

KITCHENS LTD. 736421 

The Studio, 11-12 Subway Rd, The Waterfront, Barry, CF63 4QT 


□ 


www.crefftkitchens.co.uk 


The housing market 
in Wales has seen strong 
figures for the number 
of new buyer enquires 
and newly agreed sales. 
Both figures are the sec¬ 
ond highest in the UK, 
and significantly outper¬ 
form the national aver¬ 
age. Moreover, char¬ 
tered surveyors in Wales 
are increasingly expect¬ 
ing an increase in sales 
looking forward across 
the next quarter. 

In total, 32 per cent 
more Welsh chartered 
surveyors saw a rise 
rather than a fall in 
newly agreed sales. The 
figure has soared com¬ 
pared to last month, 
which was only nine per 
cent. 

Wales is the second 
best performing in this 
sector to the west mid¬ 
lands, with the national 
average of just two per 
cent. 

Looking forward over 
the next three months, 

28 per cent more char¬ 
tered surveyors are 
expecting a rise in new 
sales compared to a fall, 
compared to the national 
average of 19 per cent. 

In Wales, 19 per cent 
more chartered survey¬ 


EDDERSH AWS 

The Furniture Specialists COM 

SALE 

FINAL OFFERS 

6 Luxury Sofas at Half Price plus outstanding 
Solid Oak Dining and Bedroom Furniture Offers 


Examples: Our Normal Retail 

SALE 

BOSTON Large loose cushion sofa natural weave .£1,295 

£645 

BOSTON Midi Sofa. 

. . £1,195 

£595 

BOSTON Easy chair. 

. . . .£785 

£389 

DAIMLER an eleaant 3 seat sofa with hiah 

sweeping arms in sand colour mohair velvet .. 

. . .£1,899 

£949 

SYLVIE Large Sofa and Easy chair in antiqued 

silver beige velvet. 

. . .£2,400 

£1,199 

OXFORD Traditional stvle 3 seat sofa in rich 

burgundy brocade . 

. . .£2,350 

£1,175 

SOLID OAK Extendina dinina table with 

4 cross back chairs. 

. . .£1,501 

£749 


12 MONTHS TO PAY AVAILABLE 

SWANSEA & CARDIFF 

Hadfield Road, Cardiff Lakeside Swansea 

029 20 229070 01792 774 400 


ors experienced an 
increase rather than a 
decrease in the last 
month in new buyer 
enquiries. This compares 
to a negative national 
average of five per cent 
more surveyors who saw 
a decrease rather than a 
rise, with the only 
region higher than Wales 
being the North of 
England. 

However, Wales is 
underperforming on 
price as supply contin¬ 
ues to increase in the 


market with 35 per cent 
more Welsh chartered 
surveyors experiencing a 
rise rather than a decline 
in new instructions. This 
is up on the previous 
month from 14 per cent. 

On price, 10 per cent 
more chartered survey¬ 
ors in Wales have seen a 
decline rather than a 
rise. This is likely to be 
the case going forward 
with 30 per cent more 
chartered surveyors 
anticipating a decline in 
price rather than a fall. 


The increase in sup¬ 
ply has seen the average 
stock of property on a 
surveyors’ books rise to 
138 from 109. The aver¬ 
age number of sales per 
surveyor in Wales has 
risen from 14 to 15, 
while the sales to stock 
ratio - a key indicator of 
market slack - has 
dropped from 12 to 11 
and is the lowest of all 
UK regions. 

Tony Filice, residen¬ 
tial spokesperson for the 
RICS Wales and director 


of Kelvin Francis 
Chartered Surveyors, 
said: “A shortage of 
stock has been one fac¬ 
tor holding back transac¬ 
tion activity in the hous¬ 
ing market, but the sus¬ 
pension of HIPs is help¬ 
ing to belatedly address 
this issue. This is likely 
to be reflected in higher 
sales numbers over the 
coming months. 

“Wales has seen sup¬ 
ply increase in the hous¬ 
ing market which is cur¬ 
rently exceeding the 


amount of sales we are 
experiencing. There is a 
risk that there may be 
some modest slippage in 
prices during the second 
half of the year, which 
can be seen in the drop 
of confidence within 
surveyors’ expectations 
but this month’s housing 
market survey is not a 
negative picture for 
Wales. 

(CONTINUED 

ON PAGE 16) 



Future Window 




Specialists in 

Orangeries/Conservatories 

Bi-fold Doors, Sash Windows, 

Building Solutions, Garage Conversions, 
Repairs and much much more! 


FREE UNDERFLOOR HEATING WITH EVERY ORANGERY/CONSERVATORY 


We are a company you can rely on with our first class 
service and customer care being our priority. 
Whatever you're looking for we have the solution! 
We won't be beaten on price, or our commitment to you. 



FENSA 


For a FREE, no obligation quote 
call us FREE on 

0800 032 0921 


Unit 13, Palmerston Workshops, Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2YZ. 

Email: enquiries@futurewindowsolutions.co.uk 
Website: www.futurewindowsolutions.co.uk 
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Inspirational Homes 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 15) 

“It is key that Wales 
continues to report 
strong and maintained 
sales figures, as well as 
new buyer enquiries, as 
this shows that the mar¬ 
ket is moving and inter¬ 
est is continuing to 
grow. Buyers and ven¬ 
dors have been affected 


by the national turmoil 
of the last few months 
which has included an 
election, change of gov¬ 
ernment, suspension of 
HIPs and a budget 
which have all had a 
part to play in a level of 
uncertainty in the mar¬ 
ket. 

“Vendors are notice¬ 
ably not keen to accept 


lower prices. They have 
already seen severe 
declines in property 
prices throughout the 
recession and can see 
evidence of the market 
recovering. While there 
continues to be a posi¬ 
tive buyer interest, ven¬ 
dors can bide their time 
and ride out the short 
term drop in price confi¬ 
dence until the market 
once again stabilises. 

“The larger number of 
properties coming on to 
the market should help 
to bolster activity, which 
has been depressed part¬ 
ly because of a lack of 
choice for home buyers. 
Sales are expected to 
rise over the coming 
months. 

“However, there are 
still difficulties obtain¬ 
ing mortgages. Whereas 
12 months ago, banks 
and building societies 
were happy to offer 
favourable rates to those 
with a 10 per cent 
deposit, now they are 
seeking larger deposits 
of up to 20 per cent for 
these rates. 

“This is disappoint¬ 
ing, as it will slow down 
the market; first time 
buyers will have to wait 
longer before stepping 
on to the housing ladder 
and this sector is key to 
a strong housing mar¬ 
ket.” 



P.D.K 

Antique 

Furniture 

Restoration 


Patrick Doyle BA (Hons) 
Dawn Doyle BA (Hons) 

Established in the Vale of 
Glamorgan for 15 years. 

Covering all aspects of furniture restoration - 
woodwork, carving, turning, polishing. 

Each piece can be assessed in your home. 
Work can be carried out on site or collected 
and delivered. 

Our aim is to retain the integrity of your much 
loved piece of furniture, enhancing its appeal 
and ease of use without over-restoring. 

For a free estimate please call- 

01446 771336 

e-mail: patrickdawndoyle@hotmail.com 


Handy tips for dealing with the army 
of slugs heading for YOUR garden! 


THE Royal 

Horticultural 
Society (RHS) is 
sending out a slug 
and snail alert. 

Due to the recent and 
prolonged dry period 
both slugs and snails 
will have been dormant. 

However, with the 
forecast of continuing 
heavy rain, the charity 
expects them to start 
moving about again and 
to be quite hungry... 
The RHS suggests a 


number of ways to pro¬ 
tect plants. 

For those who prefer 
more natural ways of 
control, the charity sug¬ 
gests that it will be nec¬ 
essary to water in a new 
batch of nematodes 
(Nemaslug) as any dis¬ 
tributed previously will 
have died in the dry soil. 

The nematodes used 
against slugs are micro¬ 
scopic worm-like crea¬ 
tures that enter the bod¬ 
ies of slugs and infect 


them with a fatal bacter¬ 
ial disease. 

Barriers, such as cop¬ 
per tapes round pots or 
mineral granules and 
egg shells sprinkled 
around plants are also 
useful to discourage 
slugs and snails getting 
to the plants. 

Alternatively, propri¬ 
etary slug pellets con¬ 
taining ferric phosphate 
or metaldehyde can be 
used if the infestation is 
particularly bad. 


For further informa¬ 
tion, the RHS has a web 
page with more handy 
tips. 

It can be found by 


searching for ‘Slugs ’ on 
the RHS site 
www.rhs.org.uk. 

EOIN RED AH AN, 
(RHS) 


Home Master Plus 

Carpet & Oven Cleaning 


J“We Guarantee to beat any quote” 

Carpets cleaned from £25 
Ovens cleaned from £45 

I ft BB Debit/Credit Cards accepted n 

| ■ Freephone 0800 0432 790 ^ ■ 



Warmth scheme award 


NPOWER’S Health Through 
Warmth scheme, which operates 
in the Vale and 14 other areas of 
Wales and England, has been 
highly commended at a national 
awards ceremony for its work 
helping vulnerable residents. 

The scheme, managed locally by 
the Vale Council, received a highly 
commended certificate at the 
Business in the Community (BitC) 
Awards for Excellence event. 

This recognises assistance given to 
residents who have cold and damp- 
related illnesses, but who don’t have 
adequate heating and insulation in 
their homes and are unable to fund 
the work themselves. The scheme had 


been shortlisted as a ‘National 
Example of Excellence’ in the award 
category, ‘Building Stronger 
Communities’. 

Approximately 100 leading compa¬ 
nies enter the BitC Awards for 
Excellence every year. 

Health Through Warmth relies on 
community workers referring people 
to the scheme and funding is accessed 
from a variety of sources, including 
the npower Health Through Warmth 
Crisis Fund, government grants and 
charitable funds to help pay for 
appropriate heating and insulation 
measures. 

It was launched in the Vale in 2003 
and has received more than 2,400 
referrals. 


www.homemasterplus.co.uk 


Home Master’s 
ultimate clean 

T OPPING the list of ‘most hated 
chores’ must be oven cleaning 
and carpet cleaning. 

At Home Master Plus, we can help. Using the 
latest hi-tech steam cleaning systems, your oven, 
grill and hob will look brand new and your car¬ 
pets and furniture spring fresh and clean. 

Our friendly, polite and fully-insured opera¬ 
tives also taclde many other jobs around the 
home, such as invisible repairs, rubbish removal, 
exterior cleaning and painting and decorating. 
All work is guaranteed. 

See our website www.homemasterplus.co.uk 
for a full listing of our services or call our no 
obligation freephone number. 




George Street Furnishers 


Furniture • Carpets • 
NEWPORT 01633 214241 


Beds • Bathrooms 
CARDIFF 02920 49 27 27 
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Inspirational Homes 

Gardens fenced in to 
keep out troublemakers 


T HE final 

stage of envi¬ 
ronmental 
improvements to 
people’s homes in 
areas of Brackla, 
Bridgend, has been 
completed. 

The project involved 
adding boundaries and 
fencing to the estate and 
individual properties, 
within the WWHA resi¬ 
dential area, as part of 
the £113,000 boundary 
wall scheme. 

A spokeswoman 
explained that Wales and 
West residents had 
expressed concerns that 


open-plan gardens can 
contribute to problems 
of anti-social behaviour. 

As part of a contin¬ 
ued policy to improve 
the environment and in 
consultation with resi¬ 
dents, the decision was 
taken to provide them 
with clearly defined gar¬ 
den areas. 

“This has the benefit 
of clearly defining which 
areas are not communal 
and that are private to 
residents.” 

GKR Building 
Maintenance Co Ltd has 
a partnering agreement 
with WWHA which 
entails completing 500 
kitchen renewals across 


Get chores done 


THE torrential down¬ 
pours and cooler tem¬ 
peratures of recent 
days seem to be herald¬ 
ing the approach of 
autumn - so now is the 
time to make sure those 
essential garden 
chores are done before 
any bad weather sets in 
for good. 

Of course, we all hope 
for an Indian summer, 
but if September fails to 
deliver that blessing, it is 


reassuring to know your 
garden is prepared for 
the months ahead. 

Make sure your shed, 
fencing and decking are 
protected with durable 
wood preserver. 

Clean your lawnmow- 
er before it is put away 
for the winter months, 
and drains and gutters 
need to be properly 
cleaned, too, ensuring 
that blockages don’t 
cause overflows in the 
winter. 


south Wales. As a result 
of this programme, the 
Caerphilly-based 
Maintenance Company 
has also finished further 
work at The Meadows, 
including improving the 
kitchen facilities of 135 
properties. 

“The improvements 
ensure that kitchens are 
up-to-date and, most 
importantly, environ¬ 
mentally friendly. 

“The planned kitchen 
upgrade programme has 
been running over the 
past 12 months, for 
properties in Heol Y 
Rhos, Heol Bryn Glas, 
Cloy YWaun, Clos Y 
Wern and Dan Y Coed 
Rise,” the spokeswoman 


said. Residents at The 
Meadows would 
undoubtedly benefit 
from the improvements, 
and GKR hoped changes 
they have made will 
have a significant impact 
on the environment. 

Gordon Taylor, resi¬ 
dent of The Meadows 
Brackla and former 
WWHA board member, 
stated: 

“GKR has done a 
great job in improving 
the residential area. 

“We can enjoy peace 
and quiet in our gardens 
and not have to worry 
about unwelcome inva¬ 
sion and noise.” 


Timberaway 

Hovrlnn onrl Tvnn Caviiiaao ^ 


Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

S 01446 402848 
i 07739 389578 



> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 


PREMIUM QUALITY BRANDS AT 
THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 

Two floors with a comprehensive display of appliances and accessories. 
Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, Range Cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


COMPETITORS PRICES 
CONSTANTLY CHECKED 
TO ENSURE WE ARE 
THE CHEAPEST! 


OPEN: Monday-Saturday 9am-5.30pm; Sunday 10am-4pm 


3a TY NEWYDD ROAD, KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse and showroom at 
252 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 


a OPEN: Monday - Saturday 9am - 5.30pm 


All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 

Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG 4 


Ladies 
looking 
forward 
to cruise 

RHOOSE WI held its 
monthly meeting at the 
Community Hall on 
July 1. 

After receiving wel¬ 
fare reports and con¬ 
cluding other business, 
members spent the 
evening making 
arrangements for future 
events. 

Names were submit¬ 
ted for the annual WI 
bursary; the winner will 
be able to study a sub¬ 
ject of their choice and 
will receive help with 
funding from the 
Institute. 

On July 10, there was 
to be a coffee morning 
at the home ofAvril 
Phillips at Wesley Road. 
Money raised will be 
shared between the WI 
and Ty Hafan children’s 
hospice. 

On July 16, members 
combined a pleasant 
walk with lunch at the 
‘Blue Anchor ’ - walkers 
were to meet at the vil¬ 
lage pump. 

Arrangements were 
also made for the annu¬ 
al educational trip and 
members are very much 
looking forward to a 
cruise on the Gloucester 
canals on September 23. 

Since there was no 
speaker, the evening 
ended with a very enjoy¬ 
able quiz provided by 
Brenda Rowe. 

The last item on the 
agenda was the summer 
social evening due to be 
held at the Community 
Hall, in Stewart Road. 

JJ 


Colcot 

surgery 

PCSOMandy 
Michael and mem¬ 
bers of the Dyfan 
Neighbourhood 
Policing Team will 
be holding a PACT 
surgery at the Colcot 
Arms, Colcot Road, 
Barry on Thursday, 
August, 19 between 
3pm and 5pm. 

PCSO Michael said: 
“Local surgeries are an 
important part of the 
regular PACT initiative. 

“ We look forward to 
meeting local residents 
who can come along for 
a chat about any issues 
in the area which may be 
worrying them. 

“Why not ask us if we 
can carry out a crime 
prevention survey in 
your home? 

“If you are interested, 
we can arrange a con¬ 
venient time to come 
and offer some security 
tips and advice on prop¬ 
erty marking.” 


WE WELCOME 
YOUR NEWS! 
Email us at 
ggem@ inter¬ 
net-today. co.uk 



It’s a female 
face-off in 
the fight 
for the Vale 


ABOVE: 

Angela Jones-Evans, 
the Conservative 
challenger for Jane 
Hutt AM seat. 

THE Vale AM, 
Jane Hutt, will this 
time face a female 
Conservative chal¬ 
lenger at next 
May’s National 
Assembly elections. 

The Vale of 
Glamorgan seat is bound 
to be closely watched, 
because Labour are 
defending a majority of 
just 83. 

In 2007, she polled 
11,515 votes, with Coun 
Gordon Kemp, now the 
Vale Council Leader, 
polling 11,432. 

This time around, the 
Conservatives have cho¬ 
sen Angela Jones-Evans, 


who stood against 
Labour’s Kevin Brennan 
in Cardiff West in this 
year’s general election. 

Mrs Jones-Evans was 
bom and brought up in 
south Wales and is mar¬ 
ried with two sons. She 
owns her own research 
and training business. 

She told the GEM: “I 
am delighted to have 
been selected as the 
Conservative candidate 
for the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

“For too long, the 
constituency has been 
ignored by the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
and I will strive to make 
sure that the voice of 
local people from all 
parts of the Vale is heard 
throughout the corridors 
of power in Cardiff Bay. 

“There are many 
opportunities for a 


Conservative AM to 
work with colleagues in 
the council and with our 
newly-elected MP at 
Westminster, to attract 
new business into the 
area and to support the 
growth and development 
of the excellent busi¬ 
nesses we have here 
already.” 

She said that making 
sure the Vale received 
its fair share of funding 
from the Assembly 
would be a priority. 

She added: “I will 
also be an advocate to 
maintain vital services, 
such as the Barry 
Magistrates Court, and 
will be a strong voice for 
improved school and 
healthcare resources in 
the constituency.” 


Plaid Cymru names 
Assembly candidate 


PLAID CYMRU 
has selected Dr Ian 
Johnson to be the 
party’s candidate 
for the Yale of 
Glamorgan in next 
year’s Welsh 

Assembly elections. 

The selection meeting, 
held in the Lee Hall, 
Dinas Powys, was unani¬ 
mous in backing Dr 
Johnson, who was Plaid’s 
candidate in the recent 
UK general election. 

South Wales Central 
Assembly Member, 
Chris Franks, said: “Dr 
Ian Johnson was an 
excellent candidate for 
Plaid Cymru during the 
general election and it 
will be a pleasure to have 
him standing for the 
party once again in the 
Welsh Assembly election 
next year. 

“There are very few 
candidates who have 
such a detailed local 
knowledge as Ian, being 
bom and raised in Barry 
and the Vale, as well as a 
wider knowledge and 






Dr lan Johnson. 

experience of politics 
and life in general. 

“Plaid Cymru finished 
a strong third in the last 
Assembly election and 


Ian would make an 
exceptional and highly 
effective Assembly 
Member, if elected next 
year.” 

Plaid Cymru’s council 
group leader, Coun 
Margaret Randall, 
agreed: 

“He works very hard, 
understands the area well 
and is always friendly 
and polite, even with his 
opponents, working with 
everyone across parties 
and the community to get 
the right result.” 


PACT meetings 

COURT PACT SURGERY, the HUB, YMCA, 
Gladstone Road, Barry between 3pm-5pm on 
August 19 . 

DYFAN PACT SURGERY, Colcot Arms public 
house between 3pm-5pm on August 19. 
BUTTRILLS PACT, Philip John Community 
Room, Barry Library, August 26, at 6.30pm. 
PENDOYLAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL, 
Pendoylan School, August 12, at 7.45pm. 
LLANDOW PACT, Ewenny Village Hall, August 
18, at 7pm. 

RHOOSE PACT, Celtic Way Community Centre, 
August 24, at 7pm. 

There are no PENARTH PACT meetings during 
August. 


ARE YOU THINKING OF IMPROVING 
YOUR HOME FOR SUMMER? 
Visit our brand new showroom now 
open in Bridgend 7 days a week 





Our energy 
efficient 
windows and 
doors could 
save you up to 

£ 295.00 

off your 
fuel bills 


Order your new 
windows in AUGUST 
and get FREE 
Vertical Blinds 


GARAGE 
CONVERSIONS 
FROM £4,500 
ALL IN 


SPECIAL OFFER 
Bevelled Front Doors £499 
if ordered in August 
1 Windows & Door Repairs available? days 
' 6 Windows fitted from £1995 inc. free back d 
Doors fitted from £399 
' Conservatories from £4495 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS Network VEKA - Reliable in the extreme 


FREE QUOTATIONS 

All conservatories ordered by 
August 3 I st come with FREE 
tiling and underfloor heating 


Ask about our new 
Pine uPVC Windows 


Call 01446 439212 or 01656 812788 

www.mpnwindows.com 


UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS - Established 1994 (2009/2010 Award Winners) 
Showroom at 10 Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3I 3HL 


Open 9am - 9pm 7 days a w 


*Terms & Conditions apply 1 
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Cowbridge businessman 
welcomes WAG’s new 


planning ideas 


GLAMORGAN 
Pony Club sent four 
riders off to the 
novice team show 
jumping qualifiers 
at Monmouth Pony 
Club on Sunday, 
August 1. 

The team comprsed: 
Ellie Dix on Moss, 
Bethany Jarvis on Alfie, 
Ellie Medlicott on My 


Little Smartie and Alice 
Pembridge on Mattie. 

There were 20 other 
teams competing over 
two rounds, with 
Glamorgan the only team 
to end the two rounds on 
zero faults and winning 
outright. 

They will now go on 
to represent South Wales 
& Borders at the Pony 
Club Novice 

Championships in 


Cheshire on August 28. 

Local rider Joanne 
Wilkins also qualified as 
winning individual rider. 

The team also finished 
second in the ‘tack and 
turn out’, so not only did 
they perform well, they 
also looked good. 

A club spokeswoman 
said: “It has been a cou¬ 
ple of years since a team 
from the club has quali¬ 
fied, so this is a huge 


achievement for the girls, 
and we are very proud of 
them. 

“We look forward to 
the challenge of the 
championships, and with 
some trepidation for the 
long journey to get 
there.” 

Anyone interested in 
joining Glamorgan Pony 
Club, should contact 
Norma Griffiths 01446 
734687. 


CLA Wales is calling on 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council to embrace the 
new planning guidance 
announced by the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
(WAG). 

The Wales chairman, 
Cowbridge-based John Homfray, 
spoke at the Vale of Glamorgan 
Show and welcomed the move, 
which is designed to boost the 
rural economy and increase the 
provision of affordable housing. 

In particular, he is keen to fol¬ 
low up co mm ents that the WAG is 
in discussion with local authori¬ 
ties to ensure that they are up to 


speed with developments. 

Mr Homfray continued: “This 
new planning guidance is really 
very exciting. What is really good 
is that with rural issues, Wales is 
so often in advance of England. 

“The CLA looks after both 
Wales and England and I very 
much hope we can work with the 
Welsh local authorities to set 
examples of good practice that 
England will want to emulate. 

“This Technical Advice Note 6 
is a real example of grasping the 
issue of affordable housing, par¬ 
ticularly blockage on farms. The 
WAG guidance is incredibly help¬ 
ful and we’re absolutely 100 per 
cent in support of it.” 


However, he warned that in 
exchange for these relaxations, 
the industry has to accept that the 
conditions will be strictly pro¬ 
scribed so that there is absolutely 
no opportunity or question of it 
being abused. 

A benefit is that it will make it 
easier for farmers to build a new 
home on their land, so that they 
can pass their business on to a 
younger person, while continuing 
to live on the farm. 

The TAN also supports the 
Assembly Government’s sustain¬ 
able development scheme, by 
encouraging One Planet 
Developments that have a low 
environmental impact. 
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LONGER SHIFTS. BUT MORE FLEXIBILITY PROMISED 

CUTS FORCING FIRE 
STATION TO MAKE 
MAESTEG CHANGES 


THE South Wales 
Fire Authority is 
having to make 
changes which it 
would not wish to 
make because of the 
worsening financial 
situation. 

That was the message 
from deputy chief fire 
officer Kevin Barry 
when he visited Maesteg 
Town Council to explain 
proposed changes to 
staffing structures at the 
town’s fire station. 

He said that the self¬ 
rostering planned for 
Maesteg and two other 
stations was just one 
project to save money - 
it will save £1.5m - but 
the service is having to 
re-design how it delivers 
services and runs its 
administration. 

He stated that they 
were working to a three- 
year cost reduction plan, 
although that time scale 
could increase. 

The changes were 
included in a risk reduc¬ 
tion plan which was 
being consulted on at the 
moment. The authority 
will meet in September 
to make a decision about 
whether or not to accept 
the proposals in the plan. 

Sally Murton gave 
some financial back¬ 
ground. She said that the 


biggest corporate risk 
facing the authority was 
a lack of funding over 
the next seven years. 

She referred to the 
cuts in Welsh Assembly 
Government funding 
from Whitehall this year, 
plus the on-going com¬ 
prehensive spending 
review. 

She said that the 
authority is funded by 
the 10 local authorities 
whose areas it serves. 

The service operates 
at 52 different sites 
across the area and has a 
revenue budget of £72m. 
81 per cent of its costs 
are staff and almost all of 
that goes on operational 
staff, with 15 per cent of 
staffing costs going for 
support workers. 

Over the next three 
years, the authority’s 
budget will be reduced 
by £11.2m - a cut of 
more than 15 per cent. 

Unless things change, 
the authority would find 
itself with a funding gap 
of up to £10.2m 

Mr Barry explained 
that Maesteg and the 
other stations at the 
moment work a tradi¬ 
tional shift pattern of two 
days on, two nights on 
and then four days off. 
Day shift is 9am to 6pm 
and night shift is 6pm to 
9am. 

Mr Barry said that the 


Report by 

JAYNE 

ISAAC 


Ospreys put 
coaches through 
their paces! 


PORTHCAWL 
RFC mini and jun¬ 
ior sections will pre¬ 
pare for the new 
season with 12 
newly-qualified 
coaches in place, 
thanks to the efforts 
of the Ospreys 
coach development 
team. 

Led by development 
officer Dan Owens, the 
new coaches were put 
through a series of ses¬ 
sions, culminating in an 
‘IRB Rugby Ready 
workshop’ and ‘UKCC 
Level One Coaching 
Award’, which all candi¬ 
dates successfully com¬ 
pleted. 

The newly qualified 
coaches will be joining 
the mini and junior 
coaching team for age 
groups under-8 to under- 
16. 

An Ospreys coaches 
development officer 
explained: “Porthcawl 
have a large player base 
at junior level through to 
senior. Coaching knowl¬ 
edge and qualifications 
impacts on the develop¬ 
ment of the young play¬ 
ers. 

“Through working 
with the candidates, we 
have been able to 


improve their coaching 
skills and help them 
complete level one. 

“In addition to that, we 
have been able to identi¬ 
fy a number of coaches 
showing real potential to 
progress along the coach 
development pathway. 

“One in particular, 
Julian Waters, is current¬ 
ly involved in taking the 
summer training sessions 
with the county district 
under-12 player develop¬ 
ment group. This is real 
proof that the develop¬ 
ment pathway and talent 
ID procedures in the 
region are working.” 

Ospreys Elite 

Performance Director, 
Andrew Hore, added: 
“Our underlying philoso¬ 
phy is making better 
coaches to develop better 
players. I think that cases 
like this one are a perfect 
example of how we are 
determined to do what 
we can to assist clubs in 
the region wherever pos¬ 
sible. 

“The youngsters at 
Porthcawl will now ben¬ 
efit from having 12 
newly qualified coaches 
to work with over the 
coming season. 

“Likewise, these 
coaches have now taken 
the first step onto the 
development pathway.” 


self-rostering being pro¬ 
posed for Maesteg and 
two other stations 
-Penarth and New Inn at 
Pontypool - would give 
their communities cover 
for 24/7. 

He said he did not dis¬ 
guise the fact that it was 
a bad news day for the 
fire service and for the 
communities. 

“I am not here to spin 
anything or sugar coat 
it,” he said. “Self roster¬ 
ing is an answer to the 2- 
2-4 system we now use. 
It gets the pump out 
through the door in the 
same amount of time and 
service is maintained. 

“It also gives staff a 
more flexible way of 
working and comes with 
the opportunity of over¬ 
time, but it is only suit¬ 
able for our quietest 
operational stations.” 

Maesteg dealt with an 
average of 533 call outs a 
year. There was concern 
among fire fighters that it 
was the authority’s inten¬ 
tion to roll out this sys¬ 
tem to other stations but 
he said that the three qui¬ 
etest stations had been 
selected and there was 
only scope for perhaps 
one or two more stations 
to adopt the system. 

The remainder would 
have to stay with the old 
system. Many stations 
deal with up to 800 calls 
and some were on 1,000. 

He said that introduc¬ 
ing this system to more 
than a few stations would 
also reduce the number 
of firefighters within the 
brigade, which would 
affect their ability to 
bring in more staff to 
deal with major fires. It 
would limit the resilience 
of the service. 

“People also expect us 
to be available in times 
of flooding and in cold 
weather - to keep our 
crews on the road.” 

The Maesteg station 
had a full time crew of 28 
firefighters plus a man¬ 
ager; there is also a 
retained crew in 
Maesteg. 

Mr Barry reported that 
instead of the present 
four watch of seven peo¬ 
ple system which makes 
sure that there are a min¬ 
imum of five people on 
station, they were pro¬ 
posing a single watch 
system of between 12 
and 13 firefighters. This 
was either 15 or 16 fewer 
than were needed at the 
moment. 

Of these, five would 
be available on a roster¬ 
ing arrangement they 
would do themselves in a 
flexible way. 

Each firefighter would 
work 152 days a year and 
would do 24- hour shifts. 
They would do a 12 hour 
active shift followed by a 


12-hour stand-down, 
sleeping in en-suite bed¬ 
rooms on the station . 

“This is a shift pattern 
that works across the 
world,” he said. “They 
would do 152 24-hour 
shifts and would have 
213 days free. It is pro¬ 
posed that staff would 
work a maximum of four 
shifts in a row but that 
was their choice. 

“It works out at three 
and a half days work a 
week on average.” 

Some staff would pre¬ 
fer to do their shifts in a 
block, while others 
would want to spread 
them out. Maesteg sta¬ 
tion has already been 
upgraded to provide bed¬ 
rooms and rooms would 
have the internet and a 
TV. 

“By keeping the men 
on station, we can get the 
pump out as quickly at 
night as we can in the 
day,” he added. 

Mr Barry stated that 
operating this system 
would be voluntary. 
Those staff who did not 
wish to do it, would be 
transferred to other sta¬ 
tions. 

People would not be 
forced to adopt the new 
pattern and there would 
be some for whom it was 
not suitable because of 
family commitments. 
However, others may 
welcome the flexibility 
that it gave them. 

It would start from 
next April if approved, 
and he explained that 
there would be no redun¬ 
dancies among firefight¬ 
ers and people would be 
redeployed. 

Coun Phil Jenkins 
observed that staff would 
be living at the station 
for days on end: “The 
service has always been 
family-friendly but I do 
not believe enough stud¬ 
ies have been done about 
the effects of this new 
system.” 

He said that unless 
enough Maesteg staff 
volunteered, the scheme 
would fall flat on its face. 

“You do not have a 
single volunteer at the 
moment. Everybody is 
saying that they don’t 
wish to work this. You 
should go away and find 
an alternative,” he insist¬ 
ed. 

However, Mr Barry 
said there had been 
expressions of interest 
from some fire fighters. 
People would have 213 
days a year free from 
operational duties in 
which they could be 
involved in family activ¬ 
ities. 

Mr Barry pointed out 
that Maesteg only had 70 
calls between midnight 
and 6am in a year and 
had a low-call profile at 
night. 

All the area’s retained 
firefighters are called out 
at night after working in 
their normal day jobs. 

Coun Keith Edwards 
said that the authority 


had to work within its 
budget and the cuts 
would not go away. A 
way forward must be 
found. 

When asked about the 
future of the Maesteg 
retained crew, Mr Barry 
replied that there were no 
plans to change that. 

They were committed 
to sending two pumps to 
property fires. Maesteg is 
out on a limb up against 
the authority’s western 
boundary with mid and 
west Wales. 

He said that although 
they were reviewing the 
need for second appli¬ 
ances, the Maesteg one 
would appear to be very 
secure because of that. 

Mr Barry pointed out 
that they could not rely 
on the Cymer station 
being on-line and it 
would take about 11 min¬ 
utes to get a second 
pump from another sta¬ 
tion to a house fire in 
Maesteg, which was too 
long. 


Pavement cafes: 
rules for traders 
are revealed 


RULES and regula¬ 
tions governing 
pavement cafes and 
displays of goods 
have been revealed 
by Bridgend 

County Borogh 
Council (BCBC). 

Traders in Bridgend 
are taking part in a pilot 
project to license cafes 
which put out tables and 
chairs, greengrocers and 
others which display 
goods, and businesses 
which put out A-frame 
boards. 

In a letter sent to 
traders in the town cen¬ 
tre, R.G. Jenkins, on 
behalf of the group 
manager for highways, 
said that the new rules 
will apply to Adare 
Street, Caroline Street, 
Derwen Road, 

Dunraven Place, Queen 
Street, York Place, 
Market Street, Nolton 
Street, The Rhiw, 
Wyndham Street and 
Quarella Road. 

The council has 
waived the fees for 12 
months, but normally 
traders would have to 


CRISIS TIME 
AT BRIDGEND 
CAT CENTRE 



ABOVE: Can you help to find 
lovely Samantha a home? 

CATS Protection’s the centre.” 

Bridgend adoption . 0ne of the cats requir- 

centre is desperately mg . a h ? me K1 ls Samantha, 
J a lovely black female 
appealing for own- one . ye J. old . Samantha 
ers to adopt one of has been at the centre 
the many cats this since April, 
summer. “She came from a 

The centre is bursting home where there were 
at the seams with loving too many cats, and has 
cats and kittens who need been neutered, vaccinat- 
a home, but is having ed and microchipped, so 
great difficulty homing is just waiting for that 
them, as many prospec- special home, 
tive cat owners are away Cat owners can assist 
on summer holiday. the centre, both now and 
Manager Sue Dobbs in the future, by getting 
said: “The centre faces a their cat neutered, 
difficult time each sum- Sue Dobbs explained: 
mer but this year is worse “One unneutered female 
than normal. cat can produce up to 18 

“As well as looking kittens a year, so neuter- 
after 214 cats already in ing really will help, 
our care, we also have “Neutering also makes 
416 unwanted and aban- cats less likely to fight 
doned cats and kittens and pass on diseases 
waiting to be brought in. transmitted through bit- 
“To make matters ing and saliva, so it is 
worse, as the centre cur- beneficial to your cat’s 
rently has 50 per cent health.” 
black and black and The centre offers part 
white cats and kittens, cost neutering vouchers, 
the least popular colour, For more information 
they are often over- on adopting a cat, or get- 
looked. We would urge ting your cat neutered, 
anyone wanting to adopt please contact the centre 
a cat or kitten to contact on 01656 724396 


pay an application fee 
of £205 for tables and 
chairs or goods display 
and £145 for A-frames. 
There would be a fur¬ 
ther £75 fee for the 
licence itself. Annual 
renewal of the licence 
will cost £75. 

In the letter, Mr 
Jenkins claims that over 
the past five years, the 
council has “invested 
significantly” in provid¬ 
ing a “quality” environ¬ 
ment and is committed 
to maintaining this. 

The new system will 
“de-clutter” the high¬ 
way and help protect 
businesses and the 
council against claims. 

The new system 
comes into effect from 
September 1. All items 
placed outside shops 
will have to be 
approved by the council 
to ensure that they meet 
minimum standards. 

Each pavement cafe 
area has to be segregat¬ 
ed from the pavement 
by a barrier with a min¬ 
imum height of two 
feet eight inches includ¬ 
ing a tapping rail for 
blind and visually 
impaired people. 

No street cafe can be 
set up before 10am and 
must be removed at 
6pm, which the council 
asserts is the “end of the 
pedestrianised period” 
although restaurauteurs 
and others who have 
been arguing without 
success that traffic 
should be allowed into 
town after 6pm so that 
people can patronise 
their businesses may 


dispute this. 

The GEM has asked 
the council to clarify 
what they mean by this. 

The premises which 
put out A-frames are 
warned that in its effort 
to remove clutter, the 
council will grant per¬ 
mission for A-signs in 
“exceptional” cases 
only - such as when the 
location of premises is 
not obvious to shoppers. 
Signs that advertise a 
business will not be 
approved. 

It is likely that the 
scheme will be rolled 
out to Porthcawl and 
Maesteg town centres in 
the future. 

The GEM asked the 
council if any extra staff 
have had to be taken on 
to carry out the inspec¬ 
tions, process applica¬ 
tions and issue licences, 
and whether this would 
incur any extra costs. 

In response, a BCBC 
spokesman said that the 
scheme would be con¬ 
tained within existing 
resources at no extra 
cost to council taxpay¬ 
ers. 

The time restrictions 
being imposed on pave¬ 
ment cafes are being 
“reconsidered following 
representations from 
traders”. 

The spokesman 
added that access to the 
pedestrianised area of 
the town centre is avail¬ 
able for delivery vehi¬ 
cles from 6pm to 10am. 
Only police can permit 
other vehicles. 

JAYNE ISAAC 


‘Interference 
the reason for 
stepping down’ 

- says chairman 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

Mr Deere said: “I 
tried to persuade him to 
change his mind.” 

“We offered to allow 
the working party to be 
a stand alone organisa¬ 
tion without any council 
involvement but he felt 
that the die was cast and 
he did not want to go 
back on his decision.” 

Coun Deere said he 
was very disappointed 
as Mr Richards was an 
extremely able and 
hard-working chairman. 

“He has a brilliant 
track record of organis¬ 
ing events, and in his 
capacity as a senior 
police officer in 
London, was involved 
in running things li ke 
the Trooping of the 
Colour and other royal 
events. 

“But there is no ill 
feeling and Mr Richards 
has promised to give his 
support to what we do, 
although he will not be 
directly involved.” 

Coun Deere said that 
he was determined that 
Porthcawl would cele¬ 


brate the diamond 
jubilee in style. 

“It was my sugges¬ 
tion that the town coun¬ 
cil stage celebrations 
and I want to reassure 
people that we will have 
the street teas and spe¬ 
cial events that they 
expect. 

“We will reform the 
working party and get a 
new chairman. Mr 
Richards will be a hard 
act to follow, but we 
will be looking for 
another dynamic person 
willing to pick up the 
baton.” 

The town council has 
promised a sum of up to 
£10,000 to pay for the 
celebrations, although 
Coun Deere is hoping 
that fund raising will be 
carried out to offset 
some of that. 

Porthcawl Chamber 
of Trade has already 
expressed an interest in 
organising some events 
and Keith Morgan has 
proposed publishing a 
commemorative 
brochure and making a 
DVD showing how the 
town has changed. 
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Hot stuff for the 
2117 (Kenfig 
Hill) Squadron 



ABOVE: Cadets in front of the fire and rescue vehicle. 


CADETS from 2117 Squadron 
ATC were invited to visit the 
fire and rescue section at MoD 
St Athan on Monday, August 9 
when staff and ten cadets 
enjoyed being shown the fire 
appliances along with an 
opportunity to fight a staged 
fire under the supervision of 
qualified staff. 

The visit was arranged by Sergeant 
Kevin Gould ATC, as part of the 
squadron’s training syllabus. 

Cadets who attended were: Cdt Fit 
Sgt Williams, Cdt Cpl Fitzgibbon, Cdt 


Cpl Humphrey, Cdt Clarke, Cdt 
Cornwall, Cdt Young, Cdt Tapner, Cdt 
Aston, Cdt Peckham, Cdt Smith. Adult 
staff were Sgt Gould ATC, Sgt Lloyd 
ATC, Cl Mr Peckham and Cl Mr 
Lewis. 

Fit Lt B C Thomas, the officer com¬ 
manding 2117 Squadron thanked the 
Fire and Rescue Section for supporting 
the visit. 

Anyone aged 13 and upwards can 
join 2117 (Kenfig Hill) Squadron ATC. 
For more information please contact 
the squadron on parade nights, Tel No 
01656 670125. 

LINDSAY THOMAS, 

(Secretary civilian committee) 



The squadron visits 
Farnborough airshow 



Cdt Young, Cdt Tapner, Cdt Edwards, Cdt Cpl Humphrey and Cdt 
Cornwall took the a tour of the flying exhibits at Farnborough. 


STAFF and cadets from 
2117 (Kenfig Hill) 
Squadron ATC and a 
party of other cadets 
from No.3 Welsh Wing 
ATC made a visit to the 
Farnborough Air Show. 

The overall visit was 
organised by Fit Lt D 
Biddles from 1092 
(Bridgend) Squadron 
ATC. 

During the day, the 
cadets saw the up and 
coming advancements 
in technology in both 


air and ground war¬ 
fare. 

They met crews 
from several different 
countries and were 
allowed inside the air¬ 
crafts. 

Air displays includ¬ 
ed the new Airbus 
A380, and the cadets 
were given the oppor¬ 
tunity to try out a 
flight simulator giving 
them the experience of 
flying an A380. 

One of the further 


highlights of the day 
was a Red Arrows dis¬ 
play and as an added 
bonus the cadets met 
the Red Arrow team in 
person. 

Thanks to Sgt 
Kevin Gould ATC for 
making the arrange¬ 
ments with Fit Lt 
Biddles for the party 
of staff and cadets 
from Kenfig Hill to 
attend. 

LINDSAY THOMAS 


Police hunt 
for copper 
wire thieves 


THEFTS in Caerau 
soared during July 
- thanks to the 
activities of a gang 
that attacked cop¬ 
per earth wires 
belonging to 100 
homes. 

The number of thefts 
recorded in the Caerau- 
Nantyffyllon ward was 
116 during the month 
compared to two in the 
East Ward, five in the 
West Ward and none in 
Llangynwyd. Last 
month, there was 21 
thefts in the whole valley. 

Police told Maesteg 
Town Council that the 
increase was entirely 
down to copper thefts 
and there were 30 inci¬ 
dents alone in one single 
street overnight. 

Residents are unaware 
of the attack, which see 
the copper earth wires 
outside their homes cut, 
until the following day. 

Police have mounted 
extra patrols in Caerau, 
and Insp Steve Evans has 
put a lot of resources into 
the investigation. Many 


wires have been cut and 
just left broken. 

Coun Phil White said 
that earth wires were a 
safety device. He asked 
who the copper wire was 
being sold to. 

Police said that they 
have done a lot of work 
to try and find out where 
the wire was going. 
Every scrap dealer in the 
area has been visited by 
officers and will contact 
police immediately if 
they are offered this. 
Other police divisions in 
South Wales have also 
been alerted as well as 
the Environment Agency 
because the plastic cov¬ 
ering over the copper has 
to be burnt off some¬ 
where, creating an envi¬ 
ronmental hazard. 

Police have not yet 
discovered where the 
wire is being taken to 
burn off or where it is 
being sold. 

Police believe that it 
may be taken out of the 
borough because of the 
scale of the thefts. 


The GEM is in partnership 
with the Dog’s Trust to find 
caring homes for animals in 
their charge at Bridgend 
Rehoming Centre 
(Telephone: 01656 725219) 

Two in need 
of a home... 


SUMMER is a five- 
year-old German 
Shepherd dog. 

A centre spokes¬ 
woman reports: “She is 
friendly with people but 
she can be strong-mind¬ 
ed with other dogs, so is 
best suited as the only 
dog in the home. 

“She is bright and 
very trainable. In the 
right home, she will 
make a fantastic, loyal 
and loving companion.” 

Type of home need¬ 
ed: As she can be a 
strong character she will 
suit someone with expe¬ 
rience of her breed or 
similar. She will benefit 
from some further basic 
training. She can live 
with children eight years 
and over. 



Summer 


f A 



Pepper 
TWO-year-old 
Pepper is a very 
bright and sharp lit¬ 
tle Terrier cross with 
lots of energy! 

She gets on with 
other dogs, but can be 
reactive towards them 
on the lead, so needs 
further training. She is 
playful and lots of fun. 
She is housetrained and 
fine to be left for a few 
hours. 

She needs an owner 
who has owned dogs 
(ideally terriers) before. 

She can live with 
other dogs. Her new 
owner will need to be 
active and be able to 
provide her with lots of 
fun activities to channel 
her energy in the right 
direction. 



Chairman Derek King with Ryan Woodbridge, 
general manager of Riverside Hardware. 


Naming rights for 
the Brewery Field 


BREWERY Field 
Ltd, the joint ven¬ 
ture company 
formed by the 
Bridgend Ravens 
and Bridgend Town 
AFC to take over 
the lease of Brewery 
Field, has 

announced the sale 
of the naming rights 
of the Brewery Field 
Stadium to 

Riverside Hardware 
for the next three 
years. 

Derek King, the 
Brewery Field chairman, 
stated: “We are extreme¬ 
ly pleased to be able to 
announce the awarding 
of the naming rights to 
Riverside Hardware who 
everyone in the Bridgend 
area knows to be a well- 
established and extreme¬ 
ly successful local busi¬ 
ness. 

“The ultimate aim of 


Brewery Field Ltd is to 
secure the long-term 
future of the club for both 
the Bridgend Ravens 
and Bridgend Town 
AFC. 

“This is a major step 
in achieving that ultimate 
goal. It is also pleasing 
that we are able to 
achieve it with a compa¬ 
ny who have a long asso¬ 
ciation with the town of 
Bridgend. 

“Riverside Hardware 
together with our other 
loyal sponsors are mak¬ 
ing a major contribution 
to ensure that the stadium 
continues to be the flag¬ 
ship sports ground in the 
Borough of Bridgend”, 
he added. 

Ryan Woodbridge, 
branch manager of 
Riverside Hardware, 
said: 

“I just want to say a 
big thank you to the 
Brewery Field for offer¬ 
ing us this opportunity to 


work in partnership with 
them over the next three 
seasons. 

“What better way than 
securing the naming 
rights to the stadium to 
show our commitment to 
both the Bridgend 
Ravens and Bridgend 
Town AFC? 

“I am sure that by 
securing the naming 
rights, we can all look 
forward to taking great 
strides towards securing 
Premiership rugby and 
Welsh Premier League 
football at the Riverside 
Hardware Brewery Field 
next season, as both sides 
strive for promotion this 
term. 

“The stadium naming 
rights was a commercial 
opportunity that could 
not be overlooked as we 
continue to raise the pro¬ 
file of one of the finest 
hardware stores in the 
country”. 


PCSO GETS THE 
SUMMER VIBE! 



PCSO Christian Freeth (right) helps out at the Summer Vibe. 

noon between 3pm and PCSO Freeth said: 
7pm, he calls in to “It’s a marvellous 
Bryntirion Junior opportunity for young 
School where he has people to meet and 
been helping organisers work together and have 
provide a range of some fun while also 


NEWCASTLE neigh¬ 
bourhood Police 
Community Support 
Officer Christian 
Freeth is working with 
Bridgend Youth 
Service throughout 
August, supporting a 
range of centre-based 
services aimed at the 
young people of the 
area, in a special 
Summer Vibe initia¬ 
tive. 

Every Monday after- 


activities, which include 
arts and crafts, dance, 
hair and beauty, bas¬ 
ketball, pool, table-ten¬ 
nis, football, music and 
film-making, treasure 
hunts, quizzes, camp- 
craft and graffiti work¬ 
shops. 


learning new skills. 

“It also means that at 
the same time the 
youngsters have a safer 
summer, so why not 
come along next 
Monday and we all look 
forward to seeing you 
there!” 


YOU CAN READ US ON UNE! 

You can now read your Glamorgan GEM 
online. Simply log onto: www.bridgend-today.co.uk 
or www.porthcawl-today.co.uk 


Summer Vibe offers a 
variety of activities, 
events, workshops and 
trips for young people in 
Bridgend County 

throughout the summer 
holidays. 
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Local canine society visits the Amelia 
Trust Farm for a companion dog show 


RECENTLY, the popular Amelia Farm 
Trust played host to a meeting of the 
Barry, Penarth and South Glamorgan 
Canine Society. 

Two dog shows were held, a companion dog 
show with a fun theme, and also a more ‘seri¬ 
ous’ best of breed show. Pictured on this page, 
are some of the entries in each competition. 

For the trust, which is a charity, the visitors 
were a welcome source of revenue. 


Photos by MANDY THOMAS 
(Available for purchase, 
telephone 07974 518347) 
These and other pictures of 
the event can be viewed on 
www. mandythomasphotography. co. uk 






The old stone bridge’s 
crumbling cobbles 
concern councillors 


THE deteriorating state of the 
cobbles on the old stone bridge 
in Bridgend is causing concern 
to town councillors. 

Members heard that the cobbles are 
coming loose because CADW will not 
allow them to be secured using a more 
robust mortar. 

The council wrote to BCBC asking 
them to carry out repairs to the bridge, 
which is a scheduled ancient monu¬ 
ment and dates from the 14th century. 

BCBC has now told the town coun¬ 


cil that it has been in talks with CADW 
about the bridge and a site visit has 
taken place. 

CADW has agreed that thinner cob¬ 
bles can be used, which are less likely 
to become unseated, and they will have 
a wider area of mortar around them. 
The cobbles will be sourced locally. 

The cobbles will also be bedded into 
a deeper set of mortar in problem 
areas, and a higher strength hydraulic 
lime mortar will be used. Work is 
expected to start this autumn. 
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FESTIVAL WEEK IN PORTHCAWL 


(Continued from page 6) 

THE annual sea festival in Porthcawl, not for the first time, had 
a mixture of weather. 

As our report (below) from the sandcastle competition on Friday 
makes clear, some days were less than perfect. However, a sunny week¬ 
end meant that the two busiest days went well, with plenty of spectators 
lounging in the sunshine for the Sunday afternoon music performances. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GEM STAFF 

(unless otherwise indicated) 




ABOVE: The crowd at Cosy Corner enjoying the music. 


ABOVE: On the Sunday of sea festival week, the accent was on 
younger musicians, and crowds in the harbour were 
entertained by 'One Night Stand. 



ABOVE: 

David Milligan played an accoustic 
set on Sunday afternoon 
at Porthcawl harbour. 



Peter’s 

festival 

book 

launch! 

A PORTHCAWL 
man has written a 
book detailing his 
experiences in 
Nigeria when the 
country was given 
its independence. 

Peter Henry signed 
copies of his book at 
the official launch, 
which took place at a 
sea festival event in 
Porthcawl Museum. 

Peter has published 
the book himself and 
had it printed and 
bound in Wales by 
Dinefwr Press Ltd, of 
Llandybie, 
Carmarthenshire. 

He lived in Nigeria 
and worked as a 
forester from 1950 to 
1962. The country was 
granted independence 
in 1960. 

In the book, he 
writes about life in 
Nigeria at the time, and 


LEFT: 

The artists formerly 
known as The 
Stanley Band, 
have now changed 
their name to 
‘The Emergency’ 


PORTHCAWL’S SANDCASTLES IN THE RAIN! 



FRIDAY morning during the Porthcawl 
Sea Festival is the traditional time for the 
familt sandcastle competition. 

So, when the morning dawned rather grey 
and damp, it looked as if it might be a non¬ 
starter. 

However, holidaymakers in Porthcawl are 
made of stern stuff, and when the Mayor, Coun 
Mary Emment-Lewis, arrived, there were chil¬ 
dren out on the sand undetered by the rain. 

Providing a different slant this year was local 
artist Siobhan Grice (below), who created her 
own piece of art work. 

It wasn’t a castle, but more of a crop circle 
design, entitled ‘The Mermaid’ (See above). 




A 

Not so 
much a 
castle, 


more an 


intriguing 
crop circle! 



J 



PHOTOGRAPHS 

by KEITH E 
MORGAN 


The Mayor of Porthcawl, Coun Mary Emment-Lewis, her 
consort Bobby Lewis, the deputy town clerk Sarah Watkins, 
and Alan the Porthcawl Council Man about Town, with the 
enthusiastic, but very wet children, parents - and prizes. 



ABOVE: 

Local author Peter Henry with a copy of his 
book. (Photograph by Keith E Morgan). 


also about work he did 
studying different 
methods of regenerat¬ 
ing the rainforest. 

Peter is the last sur¬ 
viving member of the 
Jenkin Henry family. 

The family’s legacy 
is celebrated each year 
when the town council 
treats old Porthcawl 


residents to a tea and 
slide show at the Rest 
Hotel. 

Copies of the book 
can be obtained at £12 
each from Peter at his 
home Tre-Athan, 79, 
Newton-Nottage Road, 
Porthcawl, Mid 

Glamorgan, CF36 

5RR. 



ABOVE: PCSOs Daniel Evans and 
Gareth Madelin, meeting sea 
festival-goers in John Street. 
(Photograph by Keith E Morgan). 


Members step 
back in time at 
woollen mill 


ON August 4, 
Llanharry WI 
ladies were joined 
by friends and 
members from 
Bont Faen and 
Ystradowen WIs 
for their summer 
trip. 

A full coach headed 
west to Llandeilo, 
Llandovery and on to 
Llanwrtyd Wells to the 
Cambrian woollen mill. 

A tour of the produc¬ 
tion floor was available, 
where weaving has taken 
place since 1918. 

The processes that 
turn a raw fleece into fin¬ 
ished cloth were 
explained and the work¬ 
ing of a loom demon¬ 
strated. 

A brief stop at Builth 
Wells was made before 
journeying to Llangoed 


Hall, a Welsh country 
house hotel, near 
Brecon, for afternoon 
tea. 

A very warm wel¬ 
come was extended and 
a guided tour of the 
reception rooms and 
bedrooms was very 
much enjoyed, followed 
by a delicious tea. 

Before departing, the 
weather allowed a stroll 
around the well-tended 
gardens which overlook 
the Wye Valley and the 
Black Mountains. 

On August 8, four 
members enjoyed a 
weekend in the comfort 
of Denman College, 
Oxford. 

Their chosen talks 
were fashion and design 
and cookery. 

The next meeting is on 
September 7 at the 
church hall at 7.30pm. 

JR 
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ARCHITECTS SHOW HOW IT’S DONE AT 
BARRY ISLAND SANDCASTLE TOURNEY 

PHOTOGRAPHS by IAN DIXON 

A sandcastle competition with a difference was held at 
Whitmore Bay on Saturday, July 4. 

Among the contestant were architects from Wales and the west of 
England, so they were determined to show how the experts can do it!. 

The event was supported by the Vale Council, and a large crowd of spec¬ 
tators watched as more than 15 fairy tale castles emerged from the soft 
sands of the beach. 
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Digital Aerial & f 1 

Satellite Services ^ J 


• Esfabished 1980 • Registered digital installers 

• Digital switch over specialists 


Digital aerials. Sky Plus or Sky HD installed, 
repaired or adjusted at competitive prices, 
with discounts for OAPs 


For a free estimate, advice, or any j^u.i rrvS 
service, call Colin Williams on 0*8 ^ I 

FREEPHONE 0800 317536 


MEGARAY AERIAL & 
SATELLITE SERVICES 


(over 38 years experience). I 1 1 
WE INSTALL ALL TYPES OF |Ri| 
DIGITAL EQUIPMENT: 

FreeSat HD, FreeView boxes, PVRs, 
Digital Aerials at competitive prices. 
Sky+HD Free & Free Fitting - HD subscription not required 


Tel: 0800 980 4181 • 07966 283002 





ti\ 


* Digital Aerials 
% Repairs & Upgrades 
% Affordable Prices 
% Reliable Service 
% 0AP Discounts 

* Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 


dteHal[Vl TVAERIAL& 

51 —f SATELLITE SERVICES 

iu /!/lar£ , 

REGISTERED INSTALLER 

Reg.No 18264754 j ' J*- 

Sky dish fully installed £45 ^" 3 * 

(Inclusive of parts & labour) 

Aerials from £40 



Digital Aerials 


SptftciAfe&t Local Aortal 
Suppfor & InstaNer ^ 


^ 1 We WON’T 

BE BEATEN 
I ON PRICE 


RING FOR LATEST SKY OFFERS 

Call Huw NOW-FREE PHONE 

08081261852 


Aerials ©© 


Digital Aerial Specialists* 
Supplied a Fined 

rSTIMflTIS 


• Ousted 

Engine* 

• 12 momh 
Guarantee on an wo 

• Discounts lea OAP 


01446 439 327 


VALE DIGITAL 

■t AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES _ 

*■“* DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALISTS c=:a ' ' 

sl«y*o 

All types of HD Equipment Supplied & Installed 
LCD & Plasma Wall Brackets Supplied & Fitted 

Tel: Tim-0800 032 3775/07772 206399/01446 793189 anytime 
COMPETITIVE PRICES • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 DAY SERVICE 
Covering all areas 

(CARDIFF, BARRY & THE VALE, BRIDGEND & PORTHCAWL) J 


FIRST CLASS 
ARTEXING 

All patterns available, 
also coving and paper 
hanging service. 
Free estimates 
Tel: Mark 
01656 744966 
Mobile: 07788 738074 


Barry Aerials 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
I • p oo r Reception Fixed 

Nryf ’ • OAP Discounts 

PNj \ • Additional TV Points _ __ . 

■ Digital Aerial Installations 

• Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Installations 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 




More 
Blinds on 
next page 


\Mmrn ©[acMtos 


solar create the mood, 


30% OFF 
SUMMER 

SPECIALS 

;w 


Repairs from £25 V\<_>| 

25Mpwknce, 
www.tvaerialandsatelliteservices.co.uk 



BLINDS 
AWNINGS 
I WINDOW FILM 


0 


^ 01446 740842 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk 
Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, Palmerston Road, BARRY 

■S'01656 663800 24 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk ‘monthly 
North Road, Bridgend Ind. Est, BRIDGEND CF31 3TP interest free 

(‘Interest free available, details on request, subject to status) payments 


& 


CLASSIC BLINDS 


THE VERTICAL 

BUND SPECIALISTS 

4 Duality 

Vertical 

Blinds 

for only 

£140 

(Size restrictions 
may apply) 

1 

Mill 

• Full range of blinds 
available 

• Vertical blinds 
fitted within 7 days 

• Free fitting and 
measuring service 

• Fantastic customer 
service 



Call today 

01656 
782749 

www.classblinds.co.uk 


BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLINE 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNIT3&4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


VALE BLINDSwa.es,Lt d 

SALE NOW Of 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 
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Call now to advertise in our 

'SERVICES 
BROUGHT TO 
YOUR DOOR' 

feature - Aug 19 issue 

I Uaalfem 


IMfc 



327 Vale Enterprise Centre, 
Hayes Road, Sully CF64 5SY 
Tel: 01446 700 535 
Fax: 01446 738 085 

Building & Civil Engineering Contractors 
All size plant with drivers for hire 
Footings to DPC 
Demolition 

Concrete Raft, Structural Works 
Grab Hire Service 
Site Clearance 
Registered Waste Carriers 
Garden Landscaping/Paving/ 
Slabbing/Dropkerbs & Tarmac 


FAST & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 


GRABit 

PLANT HIRE LTD 

Groundworks, Building & Civil Engineering Contractors 


REGISTERED WASTE CARRIERS 

18 ton load grab collects clean waste - soil & hardcore @ £ 140 per load 
14 ton load grab collects clean waste - soil & hardcore @ £120 per load 
7 ton load grab collects clean waste - soil & hardcore @ £80 per load 
Green loads collected - tree trunks, brushes, hedges, conifers. 

AGGREGATE DELIVERIES 

10 ton scalpings @£150 per load • 10 ton I Omm clean stone @ £220 per load 
10 ton sand sharpe/build @ £220 per load • 10 ton stone dust @ £220 per load 
Top/Recycled soil available - All prices exclusive ofVAT 

For advice and free quote, call Wendy on 01446 700535 Fax: 01446 738085 


R.J.T 

^PLASTERING 
S-p & GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass 
Roofs 

Best Possible Prices 
For a free Estimate 

01446 402115 
or 07920 195775 




Approved 

Stonemason/ 
Stonework 
Traditional Brickwork 
Individually Styled 
Conservatories 


Extensions 


FREE QUOTATIONS 


07974 110396 
01656 652558 


Driving School Ltd 

Lessons from £9.50 
Learn from 14 years of age 
Trailer Towing Training 
Instructor Training 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


B. W. Construction 
and Property Maintenance 


• GENERAL BUILDING • BRICKLAYING 

• CARPENTRY & JOINERY \ pSKngAND* 

• KITCHEN FITTING GARDEN DESIGN 

• PLASTERING • ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obligation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 
01446 713814 07742 572731 


Mike Anderson (Builders) 

Established 40yrs 

Specialists in Loft & Dormer Conversion 
New Build & Extensions 
Wetrooms, UPVC Windows & Doors 
No job too big or too small 
References if required. 

Call 01656 771870 
or 07976 720368 


o P o 


PHILIP YOUNG & SON LTD. 

Building & Roofing - Local Authority Approved 

• NEW BUILD • EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS 

• 30 years experience • Conservatories 

• Disabled Conversions • Painting/Decorating 

• Render/Pebble Dash • Kitchens/Bathrooms 

• Loft Conversions • PVC Doors/Windows 

• Flat Roofs •Decking/driveways 

• Garage Conversions • DpC Work 

Free Estimates & Advice, contact 

Tel/Fax: 01446 743706 Mobile: 07885 537087 


IjZ/j 

BUILDING 

CONTRACTORS 

A 


r New Build & 
Renovation Specialist 
Loft & Garage 
Conversions 
No job too small 
Free estimates 
33 years construction 
experience 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

^ Barry 

742928 

* Extensions 

* Grant Work 

* Roofs 

* Conservatories 

* Patio/Drives 

»Fibreglass Flat Roofs 

Estimates Free 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


ovenu.co.uk 


oveA 

oven valeting service ... punctuality, pride. 

• Range & AGA Specialist 

• Ovens & Hobs 

• Extractor Hoods 
Microwave Ovens 
Traditional Stoves 





* Fjjjrjn * 

the UK’s favourite oven cleaning specialists 


Call 01446 774484 

Use Xl»e OEM 

to promote your business 


) 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 

Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 

DIY Hire Service V2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY - 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 

1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


• Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 

• One price - No extras. 

• Pet Odour/Stain Removal 

• Protective Treatments 

• Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 

■■J ~M If its wood- 
fSy we're very 

CARPENTRY fj00d! 

Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling • Alterations • Decking 

Call 0800 1357574 
Peter 07749 617322 


Est 1949 

General Builders & 
Property Maintenance 
Specialists 

Roofing, Fascias & 
Gutters, Plastering, 
Carpentry, Decoration, 
Renovations & Extensions 
Free Estimates 

Tel. 01446 737291 


' Group 

Your Total Building and 
Plastering Solution 

01443 204 038 
07816 962 172 
www.craftgroupwales.co.uk 



Carpet - 
Vinyl Fitting 
Service 


CALL TIM JENKINS ON 


07788 714352 
01446 750331 


VALE CARPETS 

*74e (Zanfcet Sfuxfe 

tYat corner fo you 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 



All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


ww.cowbridge-it.co.uk 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 


cry«tal-It 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


First 3 hrs from £27.00 

First 10 hrs from £120 

For Total Beginners 

01446 719555 
07798 501267 , 


SUNNYSIDE 

School of Motoring 
DoT, ADI, RoSPA 
(Gold Award) 

Pass Plus Registered. 
Punctual, patient & reliable 
instruction. Pick-up Service. 
Theory tuition if required. 

Tel. (01656) 658108 
Mobile: 07968 230465 




HO Computer 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


W. A. Brown & Son 

Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

(~\ Pembroke House, JSfe 

College Street fsjjgr- 


c::®®dfoG© (steamy 



ABACUS 


PVC SPECIALISTS 


NOW 


APPROVED 

H £ 

It's Quality that counts!! 

Doors & Windows 
Doable Glazing 
Conservatories 
Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS 
81 MAINTENANCE 

Office: 

01656 865191 

Mobile: 

0791 808 48 80 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 

or 

07877 558525 



I COLES 
| SERVICES 

iD&n'Ibz- 

‘for all your property needs 

' UPVC Windows and 
Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations. 
1 Windows Misted Up? 

' Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 


G.D| WINDOWS 

UPVC WINDOWS, DOORS 
& CONSERVATORIES 


★ Supply only or supply and fit. 

★ All repair work undertaken. 

★ Over 20 years experience. .-. 

★ For a free no obligation |F fcNSAj 
quote please call: 

(01443) 675225 or 07721595359 

or email gd.windows@live.co.uk 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


Window ree UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 
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Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable j B^tu: md 

• Insurance Work Undertaken w rn^ mar r 4 nf 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


■ 


PETER 
HOPKIN 

For all your ^ 
Interior/Exteri or " " 
Painting & 

Decorating 

01446 770987 


First Class Painter 
and Decorator 


ID.GULUVER 1 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


• All Internal & External Work 
0 No Job too Small 
0 25 Years Experience 
§ Free Estimates 

Tel 01446403853 
Mobile: 07800 652608 


Ray Price 

Painting & 
Decorating 

30 Years Experience 
All Work Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

e 01656 864482 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

Domestic 
j j Installer 


Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail. co. uk 


Bridgend 650723 



INSTAMTJ 

ELECT 

• Full Installation & Rewires 

• Domestic & Commercial 
•Testing & Inspections 

• Faults, Repairs & Rewire 

• NAP IT Approved 

01446 

421072 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


ELECTRICAL 

■REPAIRS! 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


All 

I Electrical 

Work: 

ELECTRICAL INSPECTION 
LANDLORD CERTIFICATES 
FULLY INSURED 
RELIABLE SERVICE 


01446 795229 
07872 174849 


®ai?(d©m 

3©craa©©a 


N.THOMAS 


ILANDSCAPESI 


• Tree Felling 

• Crown Reductions 

• Stump Grinding 

• Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Turfing & Fencing 

• Fully Qualified/Insured 

Tel: 01446 792248 
07717 296697 


LAING “ 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


The 


r Urd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Landscaping Uf*0 
& Carpentry TlUO 


LAWNS.HEDGES.DECKING 
FENCING. PATIOS. PAVING 

Portfolio Available 


Contact Tony on 

07546 086716/01446 750698 


^^^GanjecoUd 

All Garden Services 

• Fencina/Decking 

• Raisedsleeper planters 

• Patio's re-pointed/jetted 

• House Painting 


MSB 


<H0©@QG?a@aQ 


Horticultural c "’ w 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea.co.uk 

(0Husqvama 

PmWi n ail II II 




ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 
Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 


K. WATKINS 

Electrical Services 


MrHJillrH 


I Washing Machines Electric 
J Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


Ai m T7tT\ Garden & 

/ %/ K M Property 

HA 4. v Maintenance 

For your property and garden needs 

• Fencing • Paths • Patios • Turfing 

• Hedge, Shrub & Tree Trimming & Removal 

• Lawns Laid & Cut • Gutter & Fascia Cleaning 

• Power Washing & Garden Clearance 
Sensible free quotes, OAP discounts, 
Fully Insured/References 


Call Nathan 

01446 773935 or 07773 992704 


I Complete Garden Services \ 

' FENCING • DECKING • TREES FELLED, HEDGES 
AND LAWNS • WALLS, PATHS AND PATIOS 

Telephone: 01446 419428 
or 07765 611753 



f) » GARDEN & 
^LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES 




ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 


9 


Bridge 
Vale 
Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


Call 01446 774484 

CSEItS 

to promote 
your business 


PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 

COMPANY 


Guttering cleaned/replaced, 
UPVC Fascias & Soffits, 
Interior/Exterior Painting, 
Tiling, All General Home 
Improvements Undertaken 
Tel: 01446 736518 
or 07837 770792 



House & 
Garden Services 


J.W. BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 


PREMIER 
DRIVEWAYS 
& LANDSCAPES 

www.premdrives.co.uk 

07866 458 360 
01656 767 172 


[• MODERN & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS FITTED *11 

■r’L 

•All aspects of floor 
and wall tiling 

• Bespoke bathrooms made 
and installed 

•Wall mountedWC’s sinks etc 
•Tiled bath panels • Carpentry 

• Plastering • Electrical 

• Repairs and Maintenance 

• Sensible rates and costs 

• Free quotes • OAP discounts 

Tel: 01446 745952 
02920 515863 


M MARTYN a, 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 75350^^^^- 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insurecP^^^^ 

Just 

Plumbing 

for all those small jobs 

07961 403137 
02921 251265 

VJ Plumbing 

Bathrooms, Boilers, 
Wetrooms, 
Underfloor Heating, 
Rads & Maintenance, 
Plastering & Tiling. 

07872 311902 
01446 719795 

JOHN 


SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 

§V 

01446 

794266 


BILL S 
■ OllJIS 

TILING 

SERVICE 

Ceramic, Porcelain 
and Natural Stone 
Tiling, Decorating 
and Finishing Touches 
Portfolio and 
reference available 

01446 771105 
\ 07736 391937 / 





G i » Plumbing & Heating 

^ m 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
Combination Boiler Specialist 

| ^ Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^ 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 



S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS 

• Boiler Installation Specialists 230141 

• LPG specialists 

• Static Homes - Caravans - Boats 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Servicing • Bathroom Installation 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


fKmmbinp 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 
CUDm a • 

- *t If 71 

vc&« orrt ra 


D&G h 

24HR PLUMBING 
SERVICES 

All general plumbing 
work undertaken 


07818 605474 
Jack 

07545 122804 




Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist s A 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 ^ 


(after 6pm) 


(anytime) 



m 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


PAUL’S 


Plastering 

Services 


•All aspects of plastering 
•General Building 
Maintenance 

No job too small 

07891 107732 


For all your Gas & Plumbing Solutions 
»3j T-7RA43 



www.gaspservices.co. uk 
gaspservices @ yahoo, co. uk 


i3JJjyV3jJ3 


Vale Removals 
& Deliveries 


• Removals 

• Deliveries 

• House Clearance 
FREE QUOTATIONS 


02920 710039 
07968 056822 

www.valeremovalsanddeliveries.com 


MULTI-FINISH 


Plastering, Painting 
Interior & Exterior 
Coving & Artexing, 
Tiling 


Local Authority Approved 

01446 402620 
07900 410306 




Nice Man 
Cheap Van 

• ANYTHING 

• ANYTIME 

• ANYWHERE 

Luton van with tail lift 

Tel: 07570 931487 

Keeping Wales on the move 


^1 
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waste mnnagcmcnl 

All type# ctf rufcbHfc ren»td 

Mmi Mttonrw 


t Call 

SO* tor* 


LkyrcW *»«lt carrier* 4 Mom 

unit oKrtituv*%iwviiwiMBun 


enquiries @fergusonswales.co.uk 

Tel: 01656 670862 Mob: 07738 052041 


We remove 
household waste 4U 

REMOVAL OF ALL WASTE 
FROM HOUSES, GARAGES, 
GARDENS, SHOPS, SHEDS, 
ATTICS, UNITS, ESTATES, 
HOUSING ASSOC, 
COUNCIL PROPERTIES ETC. 
Sheds or garages 
dismantled and removed 
We remove stone, rubble 
and earth. 

Demolition work carried out. 
All types of waste removed. 
From a single item to a 
full load - fully licensed 
waste carriers. 


We remove 
garden waste 4U 

TREES CUT, WASTE REMOVED, 
HEDGES TRIMMED, 
GARDENS CLEARED OF DEBRIS 
Also patios laid 
and stone work. 

We are now working in: 
Cardiff, Barry, Cowbridge 
and The Vale, also Bridgend, 
Port Talbot, Neath and 
Rhondda areas. 

SAMEDAY4U.C0.UK 
01656 865 116 
07753 587 132 
07980 625 116 



IN 

SKIP Hll 

LOCAL SKIP HIRE COMPANY 

^ I ALL SIZES DELIVERED 
1 & COLLECTED. 

FREE SKIPS 
AVAILABLE FOR 
METAL ONLY. 

Fully Licensed Waste Carrier 

O HI K 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 01446 42 I 072 
Barry,CF63 3RF 07816 091425 
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01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 




22 years of trading 

ROOFING 

All aspects of Roofing & UPVC 

Check out our prices @ www.cfrroofing.co.uk 
Unit 24, Vale Business Park, Llandow CF71 7PF 

01446 775145 


Si Ivey Roofing 


New Roofs/Repairs 
UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel: 01446 404838 


a 


Fairfax & Glover Roofing 

• Slating • Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EST. OVER 25 YEARS 

Tel 01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 
07825 959499 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 



All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 


V/u-fHad 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


GOLD WANTED 

(also Silver) 

For Cash & Old Watches 
£5 per gram 9ct Gold 
Send to: Dragon’s 
Treasure House 
PO Box 81, Llantwit Major 
CF71 9BR 

01446 796100 

or call in at Gift Gallery 
Commercial Street 
Llantwit Major 

01446 795454 


ScrapMetais 

WE BUY: 

• COPPER • CARS 

• BRASS • VANS 

• LEAD • LORRIES 

• STAINLESS • ALL SCRAP 

• ALUMINIUM METAL 

• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £3.90 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 

CALL: Ol 446 701707 


ATTENTION ALL 
SOLE TRADERS 

Be aware of advertising scams 
related to promotional guides. 




BARRY COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 
Port Road West, Barry 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Tel: 01446 411411 • Fax : 01446 411422 
e-mail: barrycs@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
N.O.R. 1400 pupils 
Headteacher: 

Mr D R Swallow OBE BSc (Hons) A.R.C.S. 

Required for September 2010: 

Learning Support Assistant 

Level 2, Point 12 -15 
£14891 - £15895 (pro rata) 

37 hours per week; 39 weeks of the year. 
The Governors are seeking to appoint a Learning 
Support Assistant to work within the Learning 
Support Department. You will be required to 
support individual pupils with their learning and 
work within a team of support staff. 
Application forms and further details are 
available from the Headteacher at the above 
address to whom completed forms and letter 
of application should be sent to arrive by 
Monday, 23rd August 2010. 


Telesales/Appointment Maker 

Excellent opportunity for an experienced 
appointment maker to book quality leads for field 
sales in winter sports school travel sector. 

You will be tenacious, with an outgoing friendly 
personality and be able to demonstrate the ability 
to close appointment opportunities. 

Full or term time considered. 

Due to location own transport essential. 

Send CV and covering letter to 

Sharon @ sports-academy.com 


E-Commerce 
experience required 
for a part/full time 
sales situation at 

EDDERSHAWS 

Cardiff/Swansea. 

Tel: 01792 774400 or 
gill@eddershaws.com 


PART TIME 
EXPERIENCED 

Dental Nurse 

required to work 3 days - 
to include one late night. 

Please contact 
Wyndham House 
Dental Practice on 
01446 795240. 
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VAL GATT would like to thank 
Julia and Ray for the fantastic surprise party 
on her 70th Birthday. I would also like to 
thank all my family and friends for the 
beautiful cards, flowers and presents received, 
and the Golden Girls for the limousine. 

I had an amazing day. Thank you so much. 
Love you all XXX 


©[Mb 


Lynsey and 
Matthew Bailey 

are thrilled to 
announce the safe arrival 
of a baby girl named 


Erin Sian 


weighing in at 71b loz 
on 8 August 2010 

Congratulations and love from all the 
grandparents: Simon & Debbie Porter; 
Carol & Ivor Bailey and family; 
and the man from uncle Leigh, xxx 





FOR SALE 
3.64 acres 
of land near 
Sigingstone 
Offers around £41k 
Please call for details 

08456 806 967 


Small Starter 
Units For Rent 

Barry area. 
Three available. 

Tel: 01446 721168 
or 07813 134123 

Reasonable rates 


AINSWORTH 

Brian 

After a long illness, bravely fought, on Tuesday 3rd 
August 2010, Brian, aged 76, beloved husband of 
Doreen, devoted father of Diane and Gillian, 
loving grandfather, great-grandfather and brother. 
Service to be held in St.Illtud’s Church, Llantwit 
Major at 12.00 noon on Friday 13 August 2010, 
thereafter to Coychurch Crematorium. 

Family flowers only please and donations to Cancer 
Research UK Cymru. 





I THOMAS 1 

| Happy 18th Birthday f 


Blaine! (Blanche) 


14 AUGUST 2010 

| We hope you have a great 
X day and wish you all the best 


MORGAN 

Susan Margaret Lucy 
(nee Hopkin) - August 8th, 2009 

A year has passed since we lost our Susie, 
You’re only a blink and a whisper away. 
Cherished in our thoughts every day. 
“Words are few, thoughts are deep, 
Memories of you we will always keep, 

For those we love don’t go away, 

They walk beside us every day.” 

From your loving husband John, Sally-Ann, 
John, Dale, Heather and grandchildren, xxx 


jj for your future. We love you. 

| Mum, Dad , 

\ Glyndwr & Liam. 

0 xxx 


P 


barry-tod ay. co.uk 
cowl3riclge-toclay.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
portKicawl-today.co.uk 
t3ridgend-today.co.uk 



MARTIN MCDERMOTT 
Happy 60 th Birthday 

12th August 2010 

- Congratulations 
and best wishes. 
Love from 
Sue and all 
the family 

XXXI 
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Send in your Birthday, Anniversary or Congratulatory Message. It costs from as little as £20 plus VAT. 

Call The GEM on 01446 774484 or e-mail gemsales@inlernet-loday.co.uk 


ADVERTISE HERE for up 

to 4 weeks for 50p a word 
plus VAT. To take advantage 
of this offer simply either 
send in your description 
along with a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to “The Glamorgan 
Gem” at The Gem, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 

13ftTRAMPOLIN - £20. Tel: 
01446 760379. (33) 
MOTHERCARE travel cot 
to include padded mattress 
base (hardly used) - £40. 
Tel: 01446 732783 or 07980 
939487. (33) 

DINING TABLE 1920’s 
Georgian style solid 
mahongany dining table 
with 2 central pedestal legs. 
Measures 6’ x 3’ plus 18” 
leaf. Excellent condition. Tel: 
01446 772680. (33) 
WHEELCHAIR, push-type, 
small wheels, used three 
times - £80 ono. Tel: 01446 
408198.(33) 

TELEVISION STAND, new, 
with two doors with two 
shelves - £40. Tel: 01446 
796715.(33) 

BOYS BICYCLE suit 5 to 8 
year old, good condition, 
cost £99, 6 months ago, 
bargain - £20. Tel: 01446 
774557. (33) 

TWO SEATER and 3 seater 
black leather settees and 
large puttee - £200. Super 
king size bed and 
headboard - £50. Two navy 
chesterfield settees - £200, 
navy armchair - £45. Pine 
chest of drawers - £50. Tel: 
01446 412419. (33) 
DREAMWORKS electric 
adjustable 3ft bed and 
headboard, bought from 
Place For Homes, as good 
as new - £500. Tel: 01446 
775270.(32) 

HONDA HRA536 petrol 
mower - £275. Tel: 01656 
649550. (32) 

EXTENDING wooden 
dining table and 4 matching 
chairs - £120. Tel: 01656 
667931.(32) 

GAS FIRE Canon 
Coalridge (brown), excellent 
condition - £80. Tel: 01446 
403114.(32) 

BARGIAN FURNITURE. 

Bedroom, dining and living 
room furniture in very good 
condition. To be cleared 
from sold property in 
Penarth. Nothing older than 
11 years. Most items £10- 
£20. Collect only. Tel: 01732 
750118 for full details. 

SEE MORE ON 
NEXT PAGE 
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2000 X Reg Fiat Coupe 20v 

Metallic Black, only 
65,000 miles, full 
Fiat service history, 
cam belt changed, 
MOT. One of the 
last made, so all 
electric extras 
including sunroof. 
Cost £22,000 new, 
Sony sound system, 
superb example. 

Reduced to £2,500 for quick sale 



07866 391835 • 02920 531417 

28 


2007 

HONDA JAZZ 
1.2 DSi 5-dr 

Red, one owner, only 15,000 
miles, FSH, long MoT and 
Taxed til 2011. Immaculate 
condition, very economical. 

£5,450 

07894 233331 32 

2005 VW Polo 
1.4 Twist 5-dr 

Black, petrol, 38k, 12 
months MoT, just serviced, 
fsh, a/c, radio/cd, alloys, 
excellent condition 

£4,800 ono 
01446 792743 
07922 001972 M 


Peugeot 307 
2.0 XSi 

Red, 2003, 49k, Mot’d July 
2011, Taxed Sept 31 2010, 
2 Lady Owners, Top Spec 

£3,750 ono 
07910 417471 
07910 554483 


ffiMsEG©®S3 


2005 

Fiat Punto 1.2 

New MoT, Tax to 
January 2011, service 
history, 38,000 miles. 

£2,600 ono 
01446 760875 
07774 857428 3 i 


FORD Fiesta 
1.3 Zetec 

3-dr hatchback, a/c, cd, alloy 
wheels, 7 months MOT, 9 
months Tax, Red, 116,000 
miles, ideal first car. 
Good condition, 
good engine. 

Offers around £1,095 
01446 749288 
07847 657316 M 


01 Ford Ka 

Metallic blue, K40, 
Mot’d till June 2011, taxed 
till Dec 2010. Excellent con¬ 
dition, new brakes. 

£1,550 ono 
07910 417471 
07910 554483 


Toyota Celica 
1.8VVTI 


SUZUKI 

GS500F 

2005 

Blue, plus extras, 
one owner, 5,020 miles. 

£2,250 ono 
01446 413034 



ITALIAN leather, new, brown, 
3 seater settee, 2 seater set¬ 
tee and chair - £400. Tel: 
01446 774364.(31) 
ELECTRIC integral oven and 
grill - £100 ono. Singer 
sewing machine - £50 ono. 
Stove, view - offers invited. 
Tel: 01446 775746. (31) 
TOWER SCAFFOLDING, 
new, 6ft x 4ft, galvanized, 20ft 
working height, ideal builders 
and DIY - £190, free delivery. 
Tel: 07836 270723. (31) 
PETROL MOWER still boxed 
- £250. Bath master Sir 
Noras (new) - £150. Stairlift 
(nearly new) - £500. 

2 seater leather settee (per¬ 
fect condition) - £200. 

Wheelchair, folding (new) - 
£150. Tall freezer (almost 
new) - £100. Tel: 01656 
890489. (31) 

MINATURE pedestal table, 
wheeled sewing box - £15. 
Tel: 01446 740817(31) 
TRIPLE WARDROBE £95. 
Glass coffee table £25. Beko 
fridge/freezer with drinks dis¬ 
penser, one year old £200. 
Wall unit £20. Tel: 01446 
701645.(30) 

SONY 32” COLOUR TV 

FST, 7 speaker surround 
sound £75. Tel: 01446 
773010. (30) 

THREE PIECE SUITE Two 

months old, soft cover £500 
ono. Tel: 01446 406735.(30) 
CHESTERFIELD Leather 3 
seater settee and chair in 
antique red. Some slight 
damage on arm of settee. 
£275 buyer collects. Tel: 
01446 773607. (30) 
ELECTRIC BOOTY Scooter, 
brand new £525. Tel: 01446 
711680. (30) 

CARAVAN AWNING 12ft 
tourer £95. Tel: 02920 
515234. (30) 

CHILDREN’S WARDROBE 

with 3 sliding drawers inside 
and drawer at the bottom. 
£100 ono. Tel: 01446 771330. 

(30) 


LIMITED EDITION 
BLUE MODEL 

Black, alloy wheels, spoiler, 
leather seats, air con, 
6-disc CD changer, service his¬ 
tory, tax & MOT. 

£6,750 ono 
07850 701756 0/g 

Suzuki 
Moped AE50 

Blue with top box, 
low mileage, 
good condition. 

£125 

01446 793769, 3 


55 Vauxhall 
Zafira Club 
1.6 Petrol 

Silver, 7-seater, 27k, 
alloys, e/mirrors, cd, 
MoT til October. 

£5,000 

01656 659397 31 

SCOOTER 
SHOP RIDER 
New £400 

Tel. 

01656 890489 


2000 X Reg 

Volkswagen VW 
Bora 1.9Tdi 

Taxed & tested. 
Excellent runner, eco¬ 
nomical . 

£1,600 

01446 719389 30 




Panoramic Sea 
Front Position 
in small Vale Park 

Luxury Willerby caravan 
6-berth, one double en-suite, 
37x12’, verandah. High quality 
furniture & fittings, DG, CH, Tel 
point. 10/12 mths occupancy, 

5 yrs old, No dogs. 
£23,500 ono 
07507 772888 3 o 


NSPCC’s Dyffryn garden 
party remembers one of 
charity’s great supporters 




ABOVE and LEFT: 
The garden party 
raised £1,200. 


ments group and their 
sketch ‘The WI Year’ 
was well received . 

This was followed by 
a supper provided by 
caterers. Afterwards, the 
winner of the WI bursary 
was announced. It was 
won by Grace Wat ki ns 
who will use the award 
to study photography. 
The raffle was won by 
Betty Howe. 

Planned events for 
August and September 
are as follows: Lunch at 
the Bear Hotel, 
Cowbridge, on August 
26; a tour of Fonmon 
Castle, followed by 
afternoon tea on 
September 7; canal 
cruise at Gloucester on 
September 23. 

The next meeting will 
be held on Thursday, 
September 2, at 7.30pm 
at The Community Hall, 
Stewart Road, Rhoose. 

Mrs Sarah Keep will 
give a talk and demon¬ 
stration on ‘Hat 
Making’. 

New members and 
visitors will be made 
very welcome. 


‘Park is now a 
vibrant area’ 


WE, as the Barry 
Town councillors for 
the Cadoc and Court 
wards, would like to 
congratulate John 
Greatrex and his team, 
on arranging a very 
successful summer 
programme for the 
people of Barry, espe¬ 
cially those in our 
wards that are closest 
to the park. 

Victoria Park is now 
a vibrant area, with 
the ‘Room in the Park’ 
being well utilised, and 
fun days and the chil¬ 


dren ’s games being 
very much part of the 
community spirit. It 
makes it a real pleas¬ 
ure to go to the park. 

Many visitors com¬ 
ing back to Barry are 
returning to the park 
from years ago, to rem¬ 
inisce of days gone by. 

Keep up the good 
work, boys, and we will 
support your events. 

Couns Brooks, Cash, 
Davey, J Evans, Payne 
and Stenstrom 
(Members’Room, Barry 
Town Council) 


THE Rhoose WI 
met on August 5 at 
The Community 
Hall, in Stewart 
Road. 

The evening began 
with a minute’s silence 
as a mark of respect for a 
member, Veronica 
Surman, who recently 
passed away. Veronica 
will be sadly missed. 

The secretary reported 
that the coffee morning 
held at the home of Avril 
Phillips had been a great 
success; the weather had 
been marvellous and a 
very substantial sum 
had been raised, half of 
which had been donated 
to Ty Hafan. 

In July, the walkers of 
The Lunch Club had 
enjoyed a pleasant walk 
around the airport and 
through Nurston to The 
Blue Anchor, where they 
met other members for 
lunch. 

After these reports, 
the members settled 
down to the main part of 
the evening devoted to 
social events. 

A short entertainment 
was performed by the 
newly formed entertain- 


A VERY successful 
garden party was 
organised by the 
Barry central 
branch committee 
of the NSPCC at 
Dyffryn Gardens. 

It was attended by 
the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Barry, 
Karl Kuhnell and Mrs 
Meryl Kuhnell, and the 
Mayor and Mayoress 
of the Vale of 
Glamorgan, Colin and 
Ruby Osbourne. 

Also present were 
Mrs Fiona Curteis, the 
chairman of Cardiff 
and District branch, 
and Mrs Jo Leonard, 


the area fundraising co¬ 
ordinator. 

Fiona Curteis spoke 
of the sad loss of 
Gareth Howe and of 
the support he gave to 
his wife, Carys, over 
the 50 years since she 
formed the Barry com¬ 
mittee of NSPCC. 

His presence is very 
much missed. Gareth 
took great interest in 
the work undertaken by 
NSPCC. 

He organised several 
musical evenings at his 


home over the years, 
raising a great amount 
of money. 

Fiona then presented 
Carys with a posthu¬ 
mous award for Gareth, 
in the form of a framed 
certificate, in recogni¬ 
tion of his support over 
many years. 

The amount raised 
was £1,200.34 and the 
committee wishes to 
thank everyone who 
attended the garden 
party. 

VH 


NEWS FROM 
RHOOSE WI 


































































































Thursday, August 12th, 2010 _ Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM _ 

Cardiff & the Vale of Glamorgan Schools under-14 and 
under-16 Cup Final, Cardiff International Sports Stadium 


JOY FOR THE VALE AT MEET 


Report by PETER MORRIS 
Pictures by IAN DIXON 

leading the hurdlers 4:32.8. 


THERE was joy for the 
Cowbridge under-14 
boys (years 7 and 8) 
and the Llantwit 
under-16 girls (years 9 
and 10) teams at the 
Cardiff & the Vale of 
Glamorgan Schools 
Cup final. 

Since 1997, the asso¬ 
ciation has held a Cup 
competition based on six 
preliminary round 
matches, with the winner 
of each section at each 
of the fixtures qualifying 
for the A Final and the 
second placed team tak¬ 
ing part in the B Final. 
Both finals were held at 
Jenner Park, which, with 
a six-lane track, was an 
ideal venue to stage the 
three-hour event. 

Much is at stake at the 
A final. The winning 
school in each of the 
four sections qualifies 
for the NASUWT 
Cymru Welsh Schools 
Final at Brecon in July, 
and the second-placed 
school is invited to the 
Plate final on the same 
day, also at Brecon. 

Sadly, at the 2009 
Cardiff & the Vale A 
Final, schools turned up 
at Jenner to find that, 
following work on the 
triple jump pit by the 
Vale Council, the field 
referee ruled that it was 
unsafe for use. 

Given the qualifying 
element of the fixture for 
Brecon, there were a 
number of schools who 
did not want to risk stag¬ 
ing such an important 
fixture at the Barry sta¬ 
dium again. As a result, 
the cup competition was 
altered with only four 
preliminary matches, 
with the plan that the top 
two teams would qualify 
for the A final with the 
third and fourth place 
teams taking part in the 
B final. 

Two eight-school 
finals at Cardiff 
International Sports 
Stadium should have 
provided four extra 
teams with an opportuni¬ 
ty to take part. 

However, the best laid 
plans do not always 
work out. The ever- 
extending tentacles of 
the external examination 
system now have a hold 
on year-10 pupils, who 
are eligible to take mod¬ 
ular GCSE examina¬ 
tions. 

The outcome, discov¬ 
ered at a late date, was 
that there were key year- 
10 GCSE modules on 
two of the dates planned 
for the cup preliminar¬ 
ies. One fixture had to 
be started two hours 
later than planned and 
two others had to be 
postponed to the sched¬ 
uled A Cup final date, 
the A Cup final was 
moved to the B Cup 
final date, and the B 
final scrapped - the first 
time that B final has not 
been held since it was 
started in 1997. 

It also meant that only 
eight schools took part 
in the final instead of the 
usual 12! 

There was only one 
major surprise in the 
preliminaries. At the 


Fitzalan qualifier, 
Whitchurch won the 
under-16 boys section 
with Stanwell just get¬ 
ting the better of the 
Cowbridge squad. 

Llantwit and Bro 
Morgannwg both quali¬ 
fied all four teams for 
the final, with 
Cowbridge fielding three 
and Barry 

Comprehensive getting 
both boys’ squads 
through. 

Sadly, Stanwell did 
not understand that two 
teams qualified from 
each match and, as a 
result, did not compete 
in the final, which meant 
that year-9 pupils Tom 
Williams and Matteo 
Holmes missed the 
opportunity to make an 
impression against the 
best of year-10. 

At the final, held on a 
sunny afternoon at 
Leckwith, the 
Cowbridge under-14 
boys’ team was headed 
by Aviva UK Sportshall 
under-13 standing long 
jump champion George 
Griffiths and Aviva 
Welsh Sportshall under- 
13 4 lap champion Tom 
Trotman. 

With pupils restricted 
to a maximum of one 
track and one field 
event, plus a relay, the 
duo chalked up wins in 
the 100 metres, long 
jump plus a second place 
in the high jump for a 
total of 70 points - and 
helped gain another 18 
points with a relay win. 

Although success by 
two individuals is help¬ 
ful, a much greater all¬ 
round team effort is 
needed to win the Cup 
and qualify for Brecon. 
Thankfully, Mr Gian 
Williams and his 
Cowbridge PE depart¬ 
ment colleagues are 
blessed with an out¬ 
standing group of pupils 
in years 7 and 8, and 
responded with a fine 
series of performances. 

There were A compe¬ 
tition wins from Brad 
Rosser (hurdles) and Joe 
Gaughan (300 and shot) 
and top three placings 
from most of the other A 
and B string athletes. 
They were chased hard 
by Cardiff High, but in 
the end Cowbridge tri¬ 
umphed with 301 points 
and the north Cardiff 
school had to settle for 
second on 270.5. 

The under-16 girls’ 
section was very much a 
battle between Llantwit 
and Whitchurch. Last 
year, the Vale school tied 
with Cardiff High in the 
under-14 section, quali¬ 
fying for the NASUWT 
Cymru Cup final thanks 
to more individual wins. 

This year’s under-16 
team included familiar 
names from that squad. 
On the track, there were 
the expected wins from 
Lucy Tarrant (800) and 
Megan Osborne (1,500), 
the ever-reliable Lucy 
Taylor produced the best 
leap in the long jump 
and gained valuable 
points with a B 100m 
victory, year-10 Emma 
Worrall won the high 
jump with Amie Parsons 


home and Chloe Phillips 
and Megan Davies fin¬ 
ishing second and third 
respectively in the shot 
and discus. 

At the end of a long 
afternoon, it was 
announced that, for a 
second consecutive year, 
Llantwit girls had been 
involved in a tie - with 
Whitchurch - and had 
qualified thanks to a 
greater number of indi¬ 
vidual winners but, on 
checking, the Vale 
school had won by the 
narrowest of margins, 
half a point. 

With Llanishen win¬ 
ning the under-16 boys’ 
section and Whitchurch 
taking the under-14 
girls’ title, only the 
Cowbridge and Llantwit 
squads qualified for the 
Brecon finals. 

Other Vale pupils to 
catch the eye with victo¬ 
ries included the Barry 
Comprehensive trio of 
Arran Reid (100), 
Matthew Collins (1,500) 
and Josh Albertides 
(high jump) at under-16, 
the Llantwit duo of Ben 
Owen (800) and Richard 
Dangerfield (javelin) in 
the under-14 events and, 
in the under-14 girls’ 
section, Aviva Welsh 
Sportshall standing long 
jump champion Izzy 
Eddy-Williams (100) 
and her Cowbridge 
team-mate Annabel 
Curie (high jump) plus 
Danielle Dakin-Weston 
(Llantwit, javelin). 

Results of Vale pupils: 
Under-16 boys - Years 
9 and 10 - Teams: 1 
Llanishen 285; 4 
Llantwit 227.5; 6 Bro 
Morgannwg 223; 7 
Barry 221. 

100 A: 1 Arran Reid 
(Barry) 11.5; 3 George 
Lee (Lwt) 11.9; 5 Harry 
Foster-Davies (Bro M)) 
12.3; 100 B: 2 Cameron 
Richards (Lwt) 12.2; 5 
Connor Doyle (Barry) 
12.5; 6 Dafi Davies (Bro 
M)) 12.6. 

200 A: 1 Wesley Burns 
(Bro M)) 24.1; 5 
Michael West (Lwt) 

25.7; 7 Tom Adams 
(Barry) 26.8; 200 B: 2 
Rhys James (Barry) 

25.6; 4 Jacob Briscombe 
(Bro M)) 26.7. 

300 A: 5 Josh Drew 
(Lwt) 41.5; 6 Jack 
Pritchard (Bro M) 43.2; 

7 Cory Hill (Barry) 46.1; 
300 B: 2 Josh Sanderson 
(Lwt) 40.6; 5 Will 
Powell (Barry) 43.0; 6 
Daniel Wells (Bro M) 
43.8. 

800 A: 3 Matthew 
Collins (Barry) 2:12.3; 5 
Dafydd James-Isaac 
(Lwt) 2:21.4; 6 Morgan 
Preece (Bro M) 2:22.4; 
800 B: 4 John Conkey 
(Lwt) 2:25.0; 5 Curtis 
Haye (Barry) 2:26.3; 6 
George Connolly (Bro 
M) 2:28.4. 

1,500 A: 1 Matthew 
Edwards (Barry) 4:20.2; 
2 Rory Heslop (Bro M) 
4:37.5; 7 Rory Ellis 
(Lwt) 4:58.5; 1500 B: 1 
Callam Barrie (Barry) 


80H A: 2 Luke Dawes 
(Lwt) 12.8; 6 David 
Parkes (Bro M) 13.3; 7 
Josh Albertides (Barry) 
13.9; 80HB: 3 Ieuan 
Orton (Bro M) 13.4; 5 
Jamie Robinson (Lwt) 
14.1; 7 Kieron Sharratt 
(Barry) nt. 

4 x 100: 1 Llantwit 47.1; 

4 Barry 48.5; 6 Bro 
Morgannwg 49.0. 

HJ A: 1= Josh Albertides 
(Barry) 1.60; 3= Ieuan 
Orton (Bro M) 1.60; 5 
Connor Craythome 
(Lwt) 1.50; HJ B: 2= Ed 
Howley (Lwt) 1.50; 4 
Arran Reid (Barry) 1.50; 
5= Daniel Wells (Bro M) 

I. 45. 

LJ A: 2 Wesley Bums 
(Bro M) 5.41; 4 George 
Lee (Lwt) 5.26; 7 Cory 
Hill (Barry) 4.82; LJ B: 

3 Jacob Briscombe (Bro 
M) 5.04; 5 Josh Drew 
(Lwt) 4.79; 6 Alex 
Lennon (Barry) 4.43. 

TJ A: 4 Luke Dawes 
(Lwt) 11.12; 5 Harry 
Foster-Davies (Bro M) 

II. 08; 7 Matt Collins 
(Barry) 10.61; TJ B: 4 
Callum Harding (Bro M) 
10.49; 6 John Conkey 
(Lwt) 10.24; 7 Will 
Powell (Barry) 10.09. 
SPA (4kg): 5 Ben 
Davies (Bro M) 10.59; 6 
Lloyd Meyrick (Barry) 
10.30; 7 Jack Smith 
(Lwt) 8.52; SP B (4kg): 

5 Ben Thomas (Bro M) 
9.83; 6 Jack Bloomfield 
(Barry) 9.27; 7 Elliot 
Parry (Lwt) 7.90. 

DT A (1.25kg): 5 Kieron 
Carpenter (Bro M) 

27.10; 6 Matthew Jones 
(Lwt) 25.36; 7 Lucas 
Davies (Barry) 22.66; 

DT B (1.25kg): 3 Jack 
Pritchard (Bro M) 25.37; 

6 Jack Austin (Lwt) 
22.72; 7 John Miles 
(Barry) 21.20. 

JT A (600g): 2 David 
Evans (Lwt) 36.93; 4 
Phillip Stanford (Bro M) 
36.67; 7 Tom Adams 
(Barry) 28.92; JT B 
(600g): 2 Jamie 
Robinson (Lwt) 30.68; 4 
Jacob Burgess (Barry) 
28.75; Malachai 
Corrigan (Bro M) nt. 

Under-14 Boys - 
Years 7 and 8 - Teams: 

1 Cowbridge 301; 4 
Barry 224; 7 Bro 
Morgannwg 196; 8 
Llantwit 195.5. 

100 A: 1 George 
Griffiths (Cow) 12.0; 5 
Callum Mickelsen 
(Barry) 13.1; 6 James 
Walsh (Bro M) 13.5; 8 
Alex Hill (Lwt) 13.9; 

100 B: 1 Flarry Dowell- 
Bennett (Cow) 12.5; 2 
Luke Purnell (Barry) 
13.2; 7 Rhydian Hopkins 
(Bro M) 14.9. 

200 A: 2 Tom Trotman 
(Cow) 26.0; 3 Richard 
Dangerfield (Lwt) 27.8; 

6 Connor Clark (Barry) 
28.3; 8 Owen Young 
(BroM) 28.8; 200 B: 2 
Lloyd Hawkins (Barry) 
27.8; 4 Oliver Evans 
(Cow) 28.2; 7 Rhys 
Bugler (Lwt) 30.1; 8 
Rhys Hunter (Bro M) 
30.2. 300 A: 1 Joe 
Gaughan (Cow) 41.9; 4 
Rhys Forse (Barry) 45.4; 


7 Curtis Jones (Bro M) 
48.3; 8 Ben Brown 
(Lwt) 48.9; 300 B: 3 
James Smart (Cow) 

44.8; 5 Nico Wilson 
(Barry) 46.1; 6 Taylor 
Harris (Bro M) 46.5; 8 
Connor Clarke (Lwt) 
50.5. 

800 A: 1 Ben Owen 
(Lwt) 2:23.4; 2 Joshua 
Thomas (Cow) 2:29.5; 6 
Gethin Cooper (Bro M) 
2:45.4; 8 Calvin 
McCann (Barry) 2:01.5; 
800 B: 1 Kristian Jones 
(Cow) 2:34.7; 3 Arran 
Bright (Lwt) 2:43.0; 6 
Iwan Mepham (Bro M) 
2:48.0; 7 Daniel Brock 
(Barry) 3:03.5. 

1,500 A: 2 Dafydd 
George (Bro M) 4:55.6; 

3 Cameron Jones (Cow) 
4:57.6; 5 Tom Rawlings 
(Lwt) 5:03.3; 7 Elliot 
Morris-Devred (Barry) 
5:13.9; 1500 B: 2 Tom 
Owen (Cow) 5:17.5; 3 
Gareth Hurman (Barry) 
5:21.5; 5 Iwan Thomas 
(Bro M) 5:25.0; 8 Jake 
Mazzitelli (Lwt) 5:58.5 
75H A: 1 Brad Rosser 
(Cow) 13.5; 4 Jake 
Sutch (Lwt) 14.8; 5 
Callum Tumilty (Barry) 
14.8; 7 Jack Burbidge 
(Bro M) 17.0; 75H B: 2 
Tyler Rogers (Cow) 

14.1; 4 Alan Evans (Bro 
M) 14.1; 5 Rhys Bennett 
(Lwt) 15.1; 8Theo 
Richards (Barry) 16.5. 

4 x 100: 1 Cowbridge 
48.9; 5 Barry 53.9; 7 
Llantwit 56.5; 8 Bro 
Morgannwg 56.5. 

HJ A: 1 Tom Trotman 
(Cow) 1.58; 4 James 
Walsh (Bro M) 1.40; 6= 
Jake Sutch (Lwt) 1.30; 8 
Elliot Morris-Devred 
(Barry) 1.25; HJ B: 1= 
Declan Thomas (Cow) 
1.40; 3 Gethin Cooper 
(Bro M) 1.40; 6 Rhys 
Bugler (Lwt) 1.25; 8 
Scott Townsend (Barry) 
1.15. 

LJ A: 1 George Griffiths 
(Cow) 5.42; 4 Lloyd 
Hawkins (Barry) 4.54; 7 
Dafydd George (Bro M) 
4.23; 8 Alex Hill (Lwt) 
4.00; LJ B: 1 Joshua 
Thomas (Cow) 4.54; 2 
Callum Mickelsen 
(Barry) 4.23; 5 Ben 
Murphy (Lwt) 3.97; 6 
Owen Young (Bro M) 
3.97. 

TJ A: 2 Liam Martin 
(Cow) 9.45; 3 Luke 
Purnell (Barry) 9.27; 4 
Alan Evans (Bro M) 
9.08; 8 Connor Clarke 
(Lwt) 8.55; TJB: 4 
Gabe Shires (Cow) 8.72; 

5 Curtis Jones (Bro M) 
8.23; 6 Dan Reed (Lwt) 
7.79; Callan Tumilty 
(Barry) nj. 

SPA (3.25kg): 1 Joe 
Gaughan (Cow) 11.54; 2 
Lucas Jones (Barry) 
10.44; 5 Hugo Billington 
(Lwt) 9.34; 7 Richard 
Evans (Bro M) 8.85; SP 
B (3.25kg): 1 Rhys 
Force (Barry) 10.33; 3 
Will Matthews (Cow) 
8.67; 6 Finn Marcus 
(Bro M) 7.77; 8 
Matthew Sanderson 
(Lwt) 6.29. 

DT A (lkg): 2 Harry 
Bennett (Cow) 27.52; 5 
Nico Wilson (Barry) 
22.15; 6 Ben Brown 
(Lwt) 19.63; 7 Joseff 
Richards (Bro M) 17.59; 
DT B (lkg): 1 Greg 
Jerwood (Cow) 24.36; 4 


Matthew Jones (Barry) 
17.55; 6 Ben Owen 
(Lwt) 16.84; 7 Jacob 
Conway (Bro M) 16.74. 
JT A (400g): 1 Richard 
Dangerfield (Lwt) 35.03; 

3 Daniel Brock (Barry) 
31.06; 5 Harry 
Stubbington (Cow) 
27.36; 6 Iwan Mepham 
(Bro M) 27.29; JT B 
(400g): 3 Connor Adams 
(Barry) 25.58; 4 Joel 
Thomas (Bro M) 24.16; 

6 Brad Rosser (Cow) 
19.28; 7 Julian Boswell 
(Lwt) 17.95. 

Under-16 Girls - 
Years 9 and 10 - Teams: 
1 Llantwit 227; 5 Bro 
Morgannwg 193.5; 6 
Cowbridge 191.5. 

100 A: 2 Zoe Stevens 
(Bro M) 14.0; 3 Romy 
Killick (Cow) 14.1; 6 
Landianna Darter (Lwt) 
14.5; 100 B: 1 Lucy 
Taylor (Lwt) 14.1; 3 
Lauren Duddridge (Bro 
M) 14.5; 5 Emily Mills 
(Cow) 14.5. 

200 A: 2 Maisie 
Matthews (Bro M) 28.9; 

5 Emma Worrall (Lwt) 
30.2; 6 Sophie Lloyd 
(Cow) 30.5; 200 B: 5 
Madison Declaire (Bro 
M) 30.0; 6 Megan 
Davies (Lwt) 30.9; 7 
Meakah Powell (Cow) 
32.0. 

800 A: 1 Lucy Tarrant 
(Lwt) 2:33.5; 3 Rachel 
Bradshaw (Cow) 2:47.3; 

6 Bethan Yapp (Bro M) 
2:52.7; 800 B: 4 Ella 
Hughes (Lwt) 3:05.0; 5 
Beatrice Hawker (Cow) 
3:07.3; 7 Rochelle 
Davies (Bro M) 3:11.9. 

1,500 A: 1 Lucy Tarrant 
(Lwt) 5:13.2; 4 Fiona 
Bray (Cow) 5:52.3; 6 
Lisa James (Bro M) 
6:11.9; 1500 B: 2 Katie 
Wynne (Cow) 5:58.4; 5 
Bethany Cleave (Lwt) 
6:21.4; 6 Chantelle 
Jones (Bro M) 6:28.4. 
75H A: 1 Amie Parsons 
(Lwt) 12.9; 5 Bethany 
Hawkins (Bro M) 15.0; 

6 Caitlin Allin (Cow) 
15.1; 75HB: 2 Chloe 
Phillips (Lwt) 13.3; 4 
Megan Thomas (Bro M) 
14.3; 7 Becky Thomas 
(Cow) 15.0. 

4 x 100: 3 Llantwit 56.0; 

5 Bro Morgannwg 56.9; 

8 Cowbridge 58.3. 

HJ A: 1 Emma Worrall 
(Lwt) 1.45; 3= Rebecca 
Thomas (Cow) 1.40; 5= 
Maisie Matthews (Bro 
M) 1.40; HJB: 1 Molly 
Frost (Cow) 1.40; 4 
Cerren Richards (Bro M) 
1.30; 5 Amie Parsons 
(Lwt) 1.25. 

LJ A: 1 Lucy Taylor 
(Lwt) 4.81; 2 Romy 
Killick (Cow) 4.37; 6 
Madison Declaire (Bro 
M) 3.97; LJ B: 1 Caitlin 
Allin (Cow) 4.14; 2 
Olivia Holt (Lwt) 3.92; 

3 Zoe Stevens (Bro M) 
3.80. 

SPA (3.25kg): 2 Chloe 
Phillips (Lwt) 7.92; 3 
Megan Thomas (Bro M) 
7.79; 6 Katie Wynne 
(Cow) 6.72; SP B 
(3.25kg): 1 Ellen Pitt 
(Lwt) 6.97; 5 Imogen 
Stratton-Rees (Bro M) 
5.82; 8 Rachel Jones 
(Cow) 4.66. 

DT A (lkg): 3 Megan 
Davies (Lwt) 19.29; 4 
Leanne Kelland (Bro M) 
19.22; 7 Elbe Williams 
(Cow) 16.43; DT B 



Harry Dow ell-Bennett 
(Cowbridge) winner of 
the under-14 B 100 
metres. 

(lkg): 2 Danielle 
Boucher (Bro M) 16.66; 
4 Liz Davies (Lwt) 

16.11; 8 Hannah Jones 
(Cow) 14.56. 

JT A (600g): 3 Coryn 
Sexton (Cow) 17.83; 6 
Aysha Clarke (Bro M) 
15.12; 7 Ella Hughes 
(Lwt) 12.76; JT B 
(600g): 3 Lucy Johnson 
(Cow) 11.81; 7 Aimee 
Price (Lwt) 10.00; 8 
Katy Gillies B of 
Llandaff 1.75. 

Under-14 Girls - 
Years 7 and 8 - Teams: 

1 Whitchurch 224.5; 4 
Cowbridge 196; 6 
Llantwit 188; 7 Bro 
Morgannwg 177.5. 

100 A: 1 Izzy Eddy- 
Williams (Cow) 13.5; 2 
Chelsea Siirak (Bro M) 
13.6; 7 Karisha Dee 
(Lwt) 14.8; 100 B: 4 
Molly Brown (Lwt) 

14.5; 5 Joanna Wilkins 
(Cow) 14.7; 6 Kerys 
Jenkins (Bro M) 14.8. 
200 A: 5 Millie Jones 
(Bro M) 30.2; 6 Elbe 
Bishop (Cow) 30.9; 8 
Elbe Atkinson (Lwt) 
31.4; 200 B: 5 Tamara 
Pitt (Lwt) 31.0; 7 
Brooke Langton (Cow) 

31.7; 8 Llinos Evans 
(Bro M) 34.0. 

800 A: 3 Annabel Curie 
(Cow) 2:43.1; 6 Chloe 
Hughes (Lwt) 2:57.2; 7 
Elm Pendlington-Bowen 
(BroM) 3:04.6; 800 B: 

3 Alice Tudor (Cow) 
2:57.9; 4 Elinor Hicks 
(Lwt) 2:58.3; 8 Ariana 
Adams (Bro M) 3:26.3. 

1,500 A: 2 Erin Hayes 
(Lwt) 5:21.3; 7 Nadine 
James (Cow) 5:46.5; 8 
Ffion Davies (Bro M) 
5:49.5; 1500 B: 3 
Rebecca Thomas (Cow) 
5:52.2; 6 Kiemey 
O'Dare (Lwt) 5:56.8. 

75H A: 2 Jessica 
Morgan (Bro M) 12.7; 3 
Phoebe Nixon (Lwt) 

13.1; 6 Sarah Lewis 
(Cow) 13.6; 75H B: 2 
Eve McGowan (Cow) 
14.1; 3 Jennifer 
Hampton (Bro M) 14.3; 

7 Aimee Miller (Lwt) 
15.7 

4 x 100: 1 Cowbridge 
56.0; 7 Llantwit 59.3; 8 
Bro Morgannwg 62.3 
HJ A: 1 Annabel Curie 
(Cow) 1.45; 5= Jennifer 
Hampton (Bro M) 1.25; 

7 Emily Ward (Lwt) 

1.25; HJ B: 2 Lib Evans 
(Cow) 1.25; 3 Tamara 
Pitt (Lwt) 1.25; 4 Jessica 
Morgan (Bro M) 1.20 
LJ A: 2 Chelsea Siirak 
(Bro M) 4.09; 4 Joanna 
Wilkins (Cow) 4.01; 5 
Moby Brown (Lwt) 

3.92; LJ B: 2 Sarah 
Lewis (Cow) 3.71; 6 
Phoebe Nixon (Lwt) 

3.60; 7 Ffion Burn (Bro 
M) 3.34 

SPA(2.72kg): 2 
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Versatile Joe Gaughan 
(Cowbridge) won the A 
300 and shot, and 


helped the relay squad 
to victory. 



Year-10 Matthew 
Edwards (Barry 
Comprehensive) won 
the under-16 1,500 
metres in a very 
encouraging time. 



Izzy Eddy-Williams 
(Cowbridge) winner of 
the under-14 girls A 
100 metres. 

Rebecca Miles (Lwt) 
7.45; 6 Lydia Hitchins 
(Cow) 6.81; 8 Eva Alia 
(Bro M) 5.65; SP B 
(2.72kg): 3 Charlotte 
Booth (Lwt) 6.95; 6 
Hannah Woodward 
(Cow) 6.34; Megan Hill 
(Bro M) np. 

DT A (0.75kg): 2 
Chelsey Thomas (Bro 
M) 18.65; 7 Elbe 
Atkinson (Lwt) 15.38; 8 
Immy Miller (Cow) 
14.91; DTB (0.75kg): 1 
Caitlin Young (Bro M) 
17.72; 4 Erin Hayes 
(Lwt) 15.22; 6 Hannah 
Portch (Cow) 14.76. 

JT A (400g): 1 Danielle 
Dakin-Weston (Lwt) 
25.75; 5 Kimberley 
Williams (Bro M) 17.61; 
8 Izzy Eddy-Williams 
(Cow) 9.29; JT B 
(400g): 2 Abby Evans 
(Bro M) 16.82; 4 
Shanelle Evans (Lwt) 
14.82; 8 Brooke Langton 
(Cow) 6.16. 

6.81; 8 Eva Aba (BroM) 
5.65; SP B (2.72kg): 3 
Charlotte Booth (Lwt) 
6.95; 6 Hannah 

Woodward (Cow) 6.34; 
Megan Hill (Bro M) np. 
DT A (0.75kg): 2 

Chelsey Thomas (Bro M) 
18.65; 7 Elbe Atkinson 
(Lwt) 15.38; 8 Immy 
Miller (Cow) 14.91; DT 
B (0.75kg): 1 Caitlin 
Young (Bro M) 17.72; 4 
Erin Hayes (Lwt) 15.22; 
6 Hannah Portch (Cow) 
14.76. 

JT A (400g): 1 Danielle 
Dakin-Weston (Lwt) 
25.75; 5 Kimberley 

Williams (Bro M) 17.61; 
8 Izzy Eddy-Williams 
(Cow) 9.29; JT B (400g): 
2 Abby Evans (Bro M) 
16.82; 4 Shanelle Evans 
(Lwt) 14.82; 8 Brooke 
Langton (Cow) 6.16. 
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BARRY TOWN AIM FOR 
PREMIER PROMOTION - 

but who can scupper their dreams? 


BARRY Town are 
applying again for 
promotion to the 
Welsh Premier 
League which offers 
great rewards both 
financially and in 
football terms, with 


four of the Premier 
League’s teams 
playing in European 
football - so what 
are their chances? 

Barry used to domi¬ 
nate the Welsh Premier 
before falling into 
administration in 2003. 


Cardiff businessman, 
Stuart Lovering, stepped 
in after the fans were 
unable to raise the 
£100,000 needed. 

Barry Town have won 
the Premier title 13 
times, seven Welsh Cups 
and more than 20 other 
cups and trophies. The 



club beat European 
giants Porto 3-1 in the 
Champions League just a 
few years ago, attracting 
crowds of more than 
6,000 for matches against 
Manchester United, 
Dynamo Kiev, Boavista, 
Skonto Riga, Porto and 
Aberdeen. 

Barry has also been 
boosted by a new spon¬ 
sor for the club in Bute 
Property Services. 

With only one of the 
top two teams being pro¬ 
moted at the end of the 
season, who are the 
Town’s main rivals who 
could block their Premier 
dreams? 

The first team to 


Players 

wanted 

CADOXTON Imps 
are looking for new 
players for the com¬ 
ing football season. 

The team will be 
playing in Division 1 of 
the VOGL, and especial¬ 
ly welcome any young¬ 
sters looking to move 
into senior football from 
last year’s under-16 divi¬ 
sion. 

Anyone interested can 
contact Steve Tinsley on 
745641 or Gary 
Spierling on 07717 
357982. 


watch out for are old 
derby rivals, Bridgend 
Town, who now play at 
the impressive Brewery 
Field. 

Ominously, Bridgend 
have signed five players 
from last season’s cham¬ 
pions Goytre United, as 
well as the two most pro¬ 
lific goal scorers in the 
division, Robbie Walters 
and Richard Ryan. 
Bridgend are tipped by 
many as favourites to 
win the title and are 
Barry Town’s main 
threat. 

Goytre United are 
likely to be a shadow of 
the side they were last 
year in winning the title, 
mainly due to the loss of 
players to Bridgend. 
They have signed broth¬ 
ers Nicky and Scott 
Jones from Barry Town 
but are expected to finish 
closer to mid-table this 
year. 

Last year’s runners- 
up, Cambrian and 
Clydach, have benefited 
hugely from financial 
support in this deprived 
Valleys community. 

Coached by the area’s 
respected football devel¬ 
opment officer, 

Cambrian are the ones to 
watch out for. 

Afan Lido, who fin¬ 
ished third last year, will 
also apply to return to the 


Premier League. 

Having lost striker 
Robbie Walters to 
Bridgend, they may lack 
the firepower to take 
them to the top this sea¬ 
son, however, this Port 
Talbot club always 
attracts good players and 
are well organised. 

Last year, Caldicot 
and Taffs Well both 
unexpectedly finished 
above Barry Town, and 
every season, there are 
one or two teams who 
have a surprisingly good 
season - newly promoted 
Penrhiwceiber might be 
the team this year. 

As for Barry, the 
Dragons finished third 
two seasons ago, and 
ended up seventh last 
year because of an hor¬ 
rendous injury list. 

Barry had the second 
best defence last season 
and the third worst goal 
scoring record, so if the 
Town can maintain their 
solid defence, steer clear 
of too many injuries and 
focus on their goal scor¬ 
ing, the Dragons have a 
real chance of promotion. 

Bearing in mind their 
pre-season form so far of 
hitting thirteen goals in 
four games from ten 
players, there must be 
real hope among support¬ 
ers. 

SL 


British beach 
volleyball is 
set for Barry 


THIS year’s British 
beach volleyball 
circuit season ends 
at Barry Island 
with a three-day 
international event 
from August 28 to 
30. 

Although this is not 
the first time Barry 
beach has seen beach 
volleyball on its golden 
sands, this year is partic¬ 
ularly special with toned 
athletes from Brazil, 
Germany, Finland and 
Portugal prowling the 
courts to challenge the 
UK’s fittest and finest. 

In all, over three days, 
60 teams will strut their 
stuff on the sand in the 
running for the beach 
6’s, 4’s, beach 2’s and 
elite 2’s titles. 

The action will take 
place over 14 courts, 
including a professional 
centre court where beach 
volleyball will be show¬ 
cased, alongside player, 
sponsor and VIP mar¬ 
quees. 

Amid all of the 
colour, spectacle and 
sporting action, Barry 
Island beach will also 
host its first ever wed¬ 
ding. Carl Harwood, 
Barry Island Beach 
Volleyball Club’s dedi¬ 
cated founder, will wed 
his fiancee following the 
completion of the elite 
play-offs, right in the 
centre of the action on 


centre court. 

The fun begins on 
Saturday, August 28 
with a charity competi¬ 
tion inviting competitors 
from sponsors, schools, 
local and corporate busi¬ 
nesses to enter teams of 
six to compete for 
prizes, and learn the ins 
and outs of beach vol¬ 
leyball from the pros. 

All proceeds will go 
to Ty Hafan. 

For more information, 
call 07871 038169 or 
email chloe@tar- 
getscout.co.uk. 

CHLOE 

WALKINGSHAW 


Town’s 

new 

sponsor 

BARRY Town 
Football Club has 
announced that 
Bute Property 
Services will be the 
sponsor for the 
2010-11 season. 

Bute Property 

Services are a property 
maintenance and service 
company based in 
Cardiff, and intend to 
sponsor some games and 
give free tickets to 
schools in and around the 
Vale to provide a sport¬ 
ing day out for the fami¬ 
ly- 
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FRF 


BRIDGEND 


Get the Real Deal at FRF Bridgend! 


OVER 200 

QUALITY USED 

VAUXHALLS IN STOCK 




Road Fund WmI 

i icen ce _ ^ 


T for 
' LIFE 


THIS WEEKEND PICK YOUR MONTHLY PAYMENT! 

£123 per month £157 per month £168 per month £179 per month NO DEPOSIT 

Choice of 5 vehicles Choice of I vehicles Choice of 4 vehicles Choice of 6 vehicles REQUIRED!!! 


MINIMUM £2000 
SWAPPAGE 


on selected vehicles only 



59 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Striker 3dr 

• VXR Striping Kit • Alloys • CD 

SPECIAL EDITION * E ™ 

now only £8499 


09/59 VAUXHALL C0RSA5 

hk. 



CHOICE OF 7 


; ROI 

£7999 


09/59 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA SRi 



ONE ONLY 


ONLY 

16999 


09 CHEVROLET 

MATIZ1.0SE 

3,000 miles 





09 VAUXHALL 

CORSA 1.2 
CLUB5DR 



09 VAUXHALL 

ZAFIRA 1.6 ACTIV 

A/Con, Alloys 


08 CITROEN C2 

CODE leather, air 



07VAUXHALL 

ZAFIRA 1.8 
DESIGN air con, 
alloys 




57 PEUGEOT 

3071.6 HDi 
SPORT Leather 


07 VAUXHALL 

CORSA DESIGN 

1.4 leather, air con 




07VAUXHALL 

MERIVA 1.4 
LIFE air con, ABS 



08 VAUXHALL 

CORSA AC T |VE ^. 

JDK sunroof, air con X 



56 CHEVROLET 

LACETI 1.4SE5DR 





07VAUXHALL / 

TIGRA SPORT 1.4 m** 

leather, air con 




08 VAUXHALL 

ASTRA 1.4 SXi 
SPORTSHATCH 


56 VAUXHALL 

MERIVA VXR 

3DR leather, air con 




07 VAUXHALL 

ASTRA 1.6 LIFE 
ESTATE air con, 
ABS 


NEW ARRIVAL! 
PRE-REG 10 
PLATE 
VAUXHALL 

CORSA VXR 



PRE-REG 
10 PLATE 

VAUXHALL 


ASTRA 
ACTIVE 


E 




PRE-REG 
10 PLATE 

VAUXHALL 

MERIVA 
ACTIVE 



12 MONTH GUARANTEE 


Why choose 
FRFVauxhall? 


Buying with Confidence From Your Main Vauxhall Dealer 


» FULL NETWORK Q12 MTH WARRANTY 

► BEST PART-EXCHANGE PRICE PAID 
» FULL SERVICE FREE OF CHARGE 

> NO MOT NEEDED FOR MIN OF 12 MTHS 


• DRIVE AWAY WITHIN 24 HRS 

• VERY LOW RATE FINANCE 

• CASHBACK AVAILABLE 

• CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH 


CASH PRICE £7999. NIL DEPOSIT. AMOUNT TO FINANCE £7999. 
58 PAYMENTS OF £179.31. 2 PAYMENTS OF £329.31. 

TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE £11058.60. 

FINANCE SUBJECT TO 
STATUS & FEES. 


14 51 APR 


FRF Bridgend 

www.frfmotors.com 


Western Avenue, Bridgend Ind Est. Bridgend 

Sale Hotline 01656 647647 

Open 7 Days: Mon-Fri 9am-6.30pm, Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 10am-5pm (lOam-llam viewing only.) 


NetworkQ 

' Used cars you can rely on 
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New Broad Street Motors Ltd 


Broad Street, Barry 


57 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 Sill in carbon grey' 
with full red leather interior, climate control, 
sunroof, cruise control, alloy wheels, only 
23,600 miles. £9,995 


51 MERCEDES BENZ C-Class 2.0 C18(T 
Sport Coupe in brilliant silver met with Ascot 
interior, dual zone climate control, cruise 
control, auto lights, cd, alloy wheels, only 
70,647 miles. £6,995 


| 06 06 FORD Ka 1.3 Collection. In panther black 

with Tic-Toc interior, cd, body coloured 
bumpers, immobiliser, only 30,866 miles .... 
.£4,195 


3 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star 
silver met with tabita charcoal interior, alloy 
wheels, climate control, trip computer, body 
coloured bumpers, only 10,800 miles . .£9,495 


PRESTIGE 


57 MERCEDES BENZ 3.5 SL350 Convertible 7G-Tronic. In jasper blue with alpaca grey leather interior, 
Bose sound system, sat nav, 19” AMG alloy wheels, phone prep, heated seats, only 19,175 miles£35,995 

57 LAND ROVER Range Rover Sport 2.7 TD V6 S Automatic 5-Dr Station Wagon. In Java black with 
ebony leather interior, rear entertainment package, 20” alloy wheels, cruise control, phone prep, heated 

seats, Sat Nav, only 34,640 miles,.£27,995 

07 JAGUAR X K convertible. Frost blue met with ivory sports leather interior, upgraded 20 inch setanta 
wheels, full colour satellite navigation, electric heated memory seats, cruise control, climate control, rear 

parking sensors, bluetooth phone prep, only 12,621 miles, fsh, 1 owner.£35,500 

07 BMW X3 2.5si SE Automatic in platinum bronze metallic with sand beige leather interior, aluminum run¬ 
ning boards, cd, front and rear parking sensors, heated seats, only 33,160 miles.£18,995 

56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, cli¬ 

mate control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 19,950 miles interior titani¬ 
um trim, auto lights and auto wipers.£10,995 

05 MERCEDES BENZ M Class ML270 CDi Special Edition Automatic 5-Dr Station Wagon. In black with 

grey suede interior, climate control, memory heated electric seat, roof rails, only 41,750 miles.£16,495 

05 JAGUAR X-Type V6 Auto SE in Jaguar British Racing Green met with oatmeal leather, heated seats, 
front and rear parking sensors, alloy wheels, climate control, only 41,780 miles.£8,495 

54 MERCEDES Benz CL500 5 litre 2-dr Auto coupe. In tanzanite blue with java leather interior with BOSE 

sound system, AMG body styling, electric sunroof, only 48,245 miles.£17,500 

04 PORSCHE 911 Carrera Cabriolet. In lapis blue with full metropole leather, heated electric sports seats, 
sat nav, phone prep, upgraded wheels, sports exhaust, climate control, cruise control, BOSE stereo 

upgrade, full service history, only 42,771 miles.£25,995 

04 AUDI A4 Cabriolet 2.5 TDi Sport. In brilliant blue with pearl dark blue Nappa leather interior, cliamte 

control, sat nav, heated front seats, service history, only 43,400 miles.£12,995 

03 BMW 3 Series 2.0 318Ci SE Convertible. In light yellow metallic, with full black leather interior, elec¬ 
tric heated seats with memory, cruise control, climate control, rear parking sensors, 18” Msport alloy 

wheels, only 55,615 miles.£11,995 

51 MERCEDES BENZ C-Class 2.0 C180 Sport Coupe in brilliant silver met with Ascot interior, dual zone 
climate control, cruise control, auto lights, cd, alloy wheels, only 70,647 miles.£6,995 

09 MINI 1.6 (120bhp) Cooper (Pepper) Graphite In graphite grey with black interior, storage compartment 
package, 2 spoke leather steering wheel, air con, CD, only 6,570 miles.£14,495 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 SRi Sporthatch. In technical grey met with silver alpha interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, body coloured bumpers, rear spoiler, trip computer, only 26,770 miles.£9,995 

57 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 Sill in carbon grey with full red leather interior, climate control, sunroof, cruise 

control, alloy wheels, only 23,600 miles.£9,995 

07 SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi DPF FR 5-dr Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interior, cruise control, air 

con, traction control system, ESP, only 36,598 miles.£12,795 

56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere anthracite interior, 
climatic air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, only 49,998 miles.£10,995 

56 HONDA Civic 1.8i V-tec Type-S 3-dr Hatchback. In alabaster silver with alcantara/suede interior, cli¬ 
mate control, CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 24,405 miles.£9,995 

55 FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury 2-dr Convertible. In French blue with ebony black leather interior, air con, 

cd, quick clear front screen, only 21,720 miles.£5,995 

04 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTi 140 6-spd in sable grey met with Santa Monica leather, alloy wheels, chrome 

roll over bar, wind deflector, cd, alarm and immobiliser, only 49,750 miles.£7,495 

54 AUDI A3 2.0TDi Sport 3-dr Hatchback. In crystal blue with matrix black cloth/leather, cd, alloy wheels, 

climate control, electronic stability programme, only 64,000 miles.£9,995 

54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 TDi (lOOps) Sport 5-dr in rosewood red pearlescent with scala sports interi¬ 
or, alloy wheels, air con, body coloured bumpers, cd, only 59,790 miles.£5,995 

04 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTR Sensodrive in arctic steel silver with neutron mesh interior, paddle shift, alloy 

wheels, air con, colour coded bumpers, rear spoiler, cd, only 62,100 miles.£3,995 

53 MGTF 1.8 135bhp 2-door Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body coloured 

bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles.£4,495 

02 AUDI TT Roadster 1.8T Quattro (225bhp) 2-dr Convertible. In silver with special edition grey leather 

interior, Bose sound system, heated seats, alloy wheels, climate control, only 70,620 miles.£9,995 

02 MG ZS 2.5 180. In anthracite black, with monaco ash interior with red inserts, alloy wheels, a/c, cd, 

colour coded bumpers, front fogs, alarm and immobiliser, only 62,310 miles.£2,995 

W LEXUS IS200 2.0 Sport 4-Door Saloon. In Strathcarn blue with Oakham suede/leather interior, multi- 
CD, electric heated seats, electric sunroof, air con, only 57,280 miles.£4,495 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star silver met with tabita charcoal interior, alloy wheels, climate control, 
trip computer, body coloured bumpers, only 10,800 miles.£9,495 

57 NISSAN QashQai 2.0dCiTenka 5-dr AWD. In pearl black metallic, with full graphite leather interior, alloy wheels, 
climate control, cruise control, cd with bluetooth, heated seats, rear parking sensors, panoramic sunroof, only 37,267 

miles.£15,995 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In mercury silver with carbon sport interior, air con, CD, 
front fogs, alarm, only 15,060 miles.£7,295 


07 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8VVT (140PS) 5-dr hatchback in metro blue with Duke/Elba charcoal interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, cruisecontrol, alarm, only 27.400 miles.£6,995 

06 FORD Focus Zetec Climate 1.8TDCi Diesel 5-dr Hatchback. In black with dark interior, alloy wheels, air con, 

CD, colour coded bumpers, only 61,199 miles, quick clean screen.£6,995 

05 HONDA Civic 1.7 CDTi in magnetic blue with hatch fabric interior, alloy wheels, air con, cd, colour coded 

bumpers, only 55,130 miles.£6,495 

05 CITROEN C3 1.4 Desire 5-dr hatchback. In oriental blue with blue/black Tomy interior, air con, colour coded 

bumpers, immobiliser only 39,840 miles.£4,295 

54 FORD Mondeo 2.0 Ghia 5-dr Hatchback. In platinum silver with aras ebony interior, front and rear fogs, cruise 

control, multi cd, quick clear windscreen, only 51,140 miles.£4,995 

54 CITROEN C3 stop&start 1.4 5-dr Automatic Hatchback. In silver with blue velour interior, air con, cd, alloy 

wheels, only 29,920 miles.£4,495 

54 NISSAN Primera 1.8S 5-dr hatchback in techno grey with Kubla slate interior, colour coded bumpers, climate 

control, cd, steering wheel mounted controls, immobiliser, only 51,910 miles.£3,995 

54 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SX 5-dr Estate. In imperial blue with grey interior, alloy wheels, air con, colour coded 

bumpers, immobiliser, cd, only 30,730 miles.£3,495 

04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map gps nav sys¬ 
tem, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles.£5,995 

04 FORD Focus 1.61 16v Zetec 5-dr Hatchback. In panther black with Saloman black interior, climate pack which 

includes air con and quick clear heated front screen, alloys, colour coded bumpers, only 83,060 miles.£4,395 

03 HONDA Civic Type S 5-dr in clover green met with half leather sports seats, climate control, alloy wheels, rear 

spoiler, full Honda service history, only 36,030 miles.£4,995 

02 AUDI A4 Avant 1.9TDi SE 5-dr Estate. In crystal blue with black phoenix interior, climate control, cd, rear enter¬ 
tainment package, roof rails, traction control system, service history, only 55,140 miles.£7,495 

51 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 VVTi GLS Automatic 5-dr. In Atlantis blue metallic with hocney interior, alloy wheels, air 

con, sunroof, cd auto-changer, body coloured bumpers, only 34,790 miles.£3,495 

51 MERCEDES Benz A-Class 1.4 A140 Avantguard 5-dr hatchback. In red with slate grey half leather/cloth inte¬ 
rior, cd, ipod connection, air con, alloy wheels, service history, only 47,790 miles.£3,995 

Y AUDI A4 2.0 SE Saloon. In metallic silver with full beige leather interior, climate control, CD, alloy wheels, elec¬ 
tric sunroof, full Audi service history, only 33,005 miles.£3,795 

Y LANDROVER Freelander 1.8 ES 5-dr station wagon. In metallic green with green leather interior, multi cd, heat¬ 
ed seats, roof rails, alloy wheels, air con, electric sunroof, only 53,340 miles.£3,795 

Y LANDROVER Freelander 1.8 GS 3-dr hard top in Blenheim silver with smokestone interior, alarm, alloy wheels, 

air con, cd, only 68,220 miles.£3,495 

09 VAUXHALL 1.4 16v Design (a/c) 5-dr Automatic Hatchback. In black with black interior, cd, alloy wheels, elec¬ 
tric mirrors and windows, auto dipping rear view mirror, only 8,020 miles.£10,995 

09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club A/C 1.2 16v 5-Dr. In black sapphire, with cable charcoal interior, air con, colour coded 

bumpers, CD, alarm and immobiliser, auxiliary output, only 18,218 miles.£7,995 

58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, air con, MP3 input, colour coded 

bumpers, front fog lights, only 19,950 miles.£7,995 

08 FORD KA Studio. In panther black with cascade interior, immobiliser, CD, drivers airbag, central locking, only 

32,349 miles.£4,995 

08 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style climate 3-dr hatchback. In panther black with ebony interior, quick clear front screen, 

air con, cd, colour coded bumpers, only 23,275 miles.£6,495 

07 RENAULT Clio Dynamique 1.4 5-dr Hatchback. In silver with black interior, alloy wheels, colour coded 

bumpers, fog lights, only 37,550 miles.£6,495 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2i 16v life (a/c) 3-dr hatchback easy tronic. In metro blue with punch cloth charcoal inte¬ 
rior, electric mirrors, air con, immobiliser, service history, only 17,900 miles.£6,495 

56 NISSAN Micra 1.2 16v Activ 3-dr hatchback. In metallic beige with charcoal interior, immobiliser, air con, alloy 

wheels, cd, service history, only 26,600 miles.£4,495 

06 FORD Ka 1.3 Collection 3-dr hatchback in tonic blue wiith cubical ebony interior, cd, alloys wheels, colour 

coded bumpers, electric windows, servbice history, only 6,500 miles.£4,295 

06 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Extreme 3-dr Hatchback. In platinum silver with grey interior, alloy wheels, steering 

wheel mounted audio controls, colour coded bumpers, CD, only 19,860 miles.£4,995 

06 FORD Ka 1.3 Collection. In panther black with Tic-Toc interior, cd, body coloured bumpers, immobiliser, only 

30,866 miles.£4,195 

54 MIN11.6 Cooper (Pepper pack) 3-dr hatchback. In purple with white roof, black interior, 8 spoke alloy wheels, 

a/c, cd, front fogs, e/front windows, only 39,760 miles.£7,995 

53 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Active 3-Dr Hatchback. In ultra blue with points charcoal interior, air con, colour 

coded bumpers, CD and alloy wheels, only 62,825 miles.£3,395 

04 FORD Ka 1.6 Sport 3-dr hatchback. Magnum grey with streetline dark interior, colour coded bumpers, front fog 

lights, electric windows, alloy wheels, cd, only 40,955 miles.£3,895 

03 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Expression 5-dr Hatchback. In capsicum red with grey interior, CD, sunroof, power 

steering, service history, only 58,105 miles.£3,295 

02 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Extreme 3-dr hatchback in china blue with limited edition blue interior, alloy wheels, 
manual sunroof, cd, colour coded bumpers, only 58,650 miles.£2,995 

Y VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.4S 3-dr. In reflex silver met with Pepe interior, sunroof, body coloured bumpers, cd, 

immobiliser, full VW service history, only 68,350 miles.£3,495 


SMALL 


View our stock online Gwasanaeth Cymraeg Ar Gael 

01446 720044 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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Tae Kwon-Do school 
prepares for big event 



Back row: Bradley Halford, Matthew Bennett, Jamie Halford, Liam Rees and Morgan Harrhy. 
Front row: Thomas Haysham, Hayley Mattey, Ollie Tipples and Charlotte Sullivan. 


CONTINUING their build¬ 
up to the world games in 
Ireland this year, the 
Cadoxton Schools of Tae 


Sullivan did herself proud, taking taking second in continuous spar- 
first place in the points sparring. ring. 

Yet again, young Ollie Tipples Jamie Halford was first in the 
just missed out on the gold by one men’s point sparring, and then 
point, he took second in the point progressed to the final of the 


Kwon-Do attended the and continuous sparring sections, men’s continuous sparring, where 
fourth of a series of six Fighting a very experienced he met a much bigger opponent, 
Welsh masters’ tourna- °PP onent in both his point and and won again. 

. continuous sparring categories, Looking in good shape for the 

I, lS * Thomas Haysham had some hard world games, Morganne Gomez 

Thomas Haysham and Hayley bouts and he did well t0 come Jones took a convincing first in 

Mattey got the school off to a home with second in both. her continuous sparring category; 

good start, taking second and third j n tbe point sparring, Hayley Morganne also fought up one cat- 
places in the junior pattern sec- Mattey came up against some very egory and was first. 
ti° n - hard competitors, and eventually Places are now available for 

The ever-improving Matthew came away with third place. beginners of all ages, Mondays 

Bennett was first in the point and Liam Rees took third place in a and Wednesdays from 6pm at the 
second in the continuous sparring, hard-fought continuous category. Victoria Park Community Centre. 
Fighting up a category, Bradley Having not competed in three For further information, telephone 
Halford came away with two first months, Morgan Harrhy did well Ron Thomas on 01446 406372. 
places. Once again, Charlotte and just missed out on the gold, RT 


A thrashing 
in anyone’s 
language 


Llangennech v 

Cowbridge West Wales XI 


A DEFEAT by 45 
runs in a game of 
cricket doesn’t 
sound like a real 
thrashing, but 
when you take into 
account that 
Llangennech were 
dismissed for 73 
runs, the maths 
tells a different 
story. 

Cowbridge won the 
toss and inserted the 
home team and soon 
exerted so much pres¬ 
sure, due to accurate 
bowling by Nat Elliot 
Green and Mike 
Hordley, that wickets 
began to tumble. 

The fielding too was 
of a high standard and 
team morale was high. 

The Llangennech 
innings ended with Nat 
taking a hat trick of 
wickets and finishing 


with the excellent fig¬ 
ures of 6 for 27. 

Mike Hordley took 3 
for 20 and young Sean 
Rowland 1 for 10. 

It was a very differ¬ 
ent story in the batting. 
Openers Jon Brazier 
and Guy Parker put on 
19 for the first wicket 
when a shooter did for 
the skipper plumb in 
front lbw. This sig¬ 
nalled a batting col¬ 
lapse due to a mixture 
of rash shots and good 
bowling to 18 for 5. 

Once Guy departed 
for 12, all resistance 
evaporated and five 
ducks in a total of 28 
all out tells the story. 

Cricket is a game 
that cannot be won 
with good bowling and 
fielding only, much 
work needs to be done 
with the batting some 
of it technical but much 
of it the mind. 


CALLING ALL 
CLUB OFFICIALS! 

The GEM welcomes your match reports, 
and other club items of interest. 
Email them to: 

ggem @internet-today. co. uk 




mvtv.w m van hire. co. uk 

• House Removal Lutons 
with Tail Lifts 

• Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Focus, Fiesta 
Zafiras, Focus 

Estates) 

• People Carriers 

(VWTourans, 

VW Shuttle, Mercedes Travel Liners, 7-9 Seats) 

• 4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

• Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

• 9-seat Mini Buses 

• Tippers 

• VW Transporters 

• Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 

- Extra Charge 

• Roof Racks Available 

• CDW (Collision Damage 

Waiver) from £10 per day 

• Full European Use 
(special conditions 
apply) 

• Full AA Cover 

hire@wickvanhire.co.uk 


-A.~ 




OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £30.00 
(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid credit/debit card 

01656 660160 


EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • DISCS • MOTS • SERVICING 
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CALL IN NOW FOR A 

FREE TYRE CHECK! 
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OR PHONE US FOR THE BEST PRICE AROUND! 
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SPECIALS 
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STANDARD TYRES 
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HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES 
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ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES 


FROM 


£49.32 
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BARRY 

Co rdiN Rood Codoorton . 
lorry CF63 7QW « 

01446 733167 



MOT TESTING TO OIL & FILTER CHANGE 

► 124.95 =£ 28.95 


on rtoDuuiON of in* teoviit 
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04 MINI One. In chilli red, 50,000 miles. Local 
car with a/c, alloys etc. £6,495 



52 BMW Z3 2.2 Roadster. In silver with black 
leather, 45,000 miles with electric hood, air 
con. £7,995 



02 PEUGEOT 206 2.0 Convertible. In electric 
blue, 59,000 miles with a host of extras. 

. REDUCED BY £700 TO £3,995 



05 FORD Street Ka. Silver, one owner, low 
mileage, very attractive convertible. 

. REDUCED BY £700 TO £4,295 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


07 MERCEDES CL500 Auto. In silver with full black leather trim, 25,000 miles, host of extras on this luxury coupe . REDUCED TO £39,995 

03 PORSCHE Cayenne 4.5 Auto Tip S. In silver, black leather, 29,000 miles, sat nav, e/s/r, 22” alloys, fully colour coded .£18,995 

06 MERCEDES E200 Avant Garde Automatic Estate. In met silver, 28,000 miles, luxury estate.£14,995 

07 MERCEDES C220 CDi Avante Garde Estate Automatic. In met silver, 65,000 miles, superb throughout .£13,995 

05 MERCEDES CLK 220 CDi Automatic. In tellluar silver with full leather trim, 60,000 miles.£12,995 

03 BMW X5 3.0i Sport Auto. In silver with black leather trim, 62,000 miles, 2 owners from new.£11,495 

07 MERCEDES C200 Diesel Avante Garde SE Automatic. In silver, low running costs, one owner example at.£10,995 

04 CHRYSLER Crossfire 3.2 Coupe. In ice blue metallic with charcoal leather trim, 44,000 miles. REDUCED BY £500 TO £7,995 

54 TOYOTA RAV4 XT2 VVTi 3-dr. In silver, 32,000 miles, great value 4x4 at .£7,995 

53 MINI Cooper S. In red with white roof and black leather trim, 57,000 miles with a/c, etc.£7,995 

05 BMW 320 Diesel ES. In silver, 65,000 miles. Ideal family saloon at.£7,495 

53 JAGUAR X-Type 2.5 V6 SE Auto in light met blue, grey leather trim, 47,000 miles with extras. REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

55 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0SE Auto in electric blue with black leather trim, 45,000 miles .£5,995 

54 ROVER 75 Contemporary SE CDTi. Silver, 46,000 miles, heated leather seats, air con, CD, comfort with diesel economy.£5,995 

05 SUZUKI Grand Vitara 2.0 5-dr. In met-gold, 55,000 miles with a/c, cd, side steps, etc.£5,995 

04 MAZDA RX8 192. In steel grey, stylish sports coupe at .£5,995 

04 JAGUAR S-Type 2.5 Sport Automatic. In silver with black leather, looks and drives superb.£5,995 

02 LEXUS GS300 SE Navigator. In claret metallic with light grey leather trim, 75,000 miles, looks and drives superb ....REDUCED BY £1000 TO £5,995 

05 FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury. In electric blue with black leather, 18,000 miles, fun convertible.£4,995 

02 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 V6 Auto in met blue with cream leather trim, 38,000 miles.£4,495 

05 FORD Street Ka. Silver, 1 owner, low mileage, very attractive convertible. REDUCED BY £700 TO £4,295 

04 ALFA ROMEO 156 1.8 Twin Spark Lusso. In Monza green metallic, 86,000 miles, on offer at .£2,995 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 
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FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style 5-dr. Under manufacturers warranty, choice of metallic colours, under 1,000 miles 

FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. Under manufacturers warranty, in black with sports pack, 19,000 miles . 

SKODA FabiaTDi2 1.4 5-dr. 6,400 miles, alloys, air con, makers warranty, £30 road tax, silver. 

VW Golf 1.9TDi 5-dr. In silver, 45,000 miles, looks and drives superb . 

FORD Fiesta 1.6 Zetec S 30th Anniversary model in yellow, 37,000 miles with full black leather trim. 

VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club 7 seater. In black, economical people carrier at. 

FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In silver, 39,000 miles with a/c, on offer at . 

VW Golf 1.6 FSi SE 5-dr. In met-blue, 41,000 miles, 1 owner, 6-speed, alloys etc . 

CITROEN C4 1.6 Cool 3-dr. In silver, 37,000 miles with a/c. 

RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique. In silver, 46,000 miles, 2 owners, 7 seater . 

VW Beetle 1.9TDi. In light met blue, 80,000 miles with air con . 

TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 LX 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 miles, very sought-after model at. 

FORD Focus 1.6LX Estate. Black, 20,146 miles, 1 owner, outstanding value . 

FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi Zetec 5-dr. In silver, 65,000 mile diesel hatch . 

FORD Focus 1.6 Ghia 5-dr. In silver, 37,000 miles, usual Ghia refinement. 

FORD Focus C Max 1.6 TDi. Magnum grey, 36,000 miles, outstanding value & economy . 

FORD Focus 1.4LX 5-dr. In met silver, 44,000 miles with a/c, etc. 

RENAULT Clio 12 Expression 3-dr. In steel blue, 33,000 miles with a/c, c/d, etc . 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4 5-dr. In satin silver, 40,000 miles, 1 owner example at. 

CITROEN C3 1.4 HDi SX 5-dr. In met burgundy, £30 per year road tax. 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Verve 5-dr. In electric blue, great looking car at. 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. Silver, 47,000 miles with alloys, CD etc. 

CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SX Estate. In met blue, a/c, alloys, roof rails, fantastic value at . 

TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 Colour Collection 5-dr in black, 39,000 miles. 

FORD Mondeo Zetec TDCi. Tonic blue, 2 owners, very economical family car . 

RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Authentique. In met red, 68,000 miles, 7 seater with air con. 

DIAHATSU Sirion 1.3 SE 5-dr. In silver, 16,000 miles, 1 private owner, fantastic condition . 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Sport 3-dr. In silver, 41,000 miles, air con, alloys etc . 

FORD Focus 1.8 Edge 3-dr. In met-black, 41,000 miles, a/c, alloys etc . 

VAUXHALL Agila 1.2Twinport Envoy. 37,000 miles, much sought after model. 

FORD Ka 1.3 Collection. In light metallic blue, 25,000 miles with a/c, cd, etc. 

MITSUBISHI Colt 1.2 C2i 3-dr. In light met-blue, 1 owner, CD, e/w, c/I, fantastic value at. 

CHEVROLET Kalos 1.4 Sport 3-dr. In black, with black leather trim, 37,000 miles. 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5-dr. In radiant red with charcoal trim, 45,000 miles, alloys, cd, e/w, c/I. 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Finesst 5-dr in met blue, 24,000 miles with alloys, cd etc . 

SMART Forfour 1.3 Pulse in met grey and met black, 59,000 miles, electric sunroof. 

AUDI A2 1.4 In red, 69,000 miles, great looking hatch with alloys, cd etc . 

CHEVROLET Kalos 1.4 SXi 3-dr. In black, 39,000 miles, fantastic value at . 

CHEVROLET Tacuma 1.6 SX. Silver, 44,500 miles, excellent value family car . 

FORD Ka 1.3 Style. In met-blue, 30,000 miles, low insurance and running costs at . 

FORD Ka Collection. In met-black, 56,000 miles, 1 private owner. 

RENAULT Laguna Dynamique 1.8 Estate. Full panoramic roof, silver, tremendous value. 

FORD Ka Style. In silver, 39,000 miles with cd, etc . 

PEUGEOT 406 2.0 HDi S. In silver, 54,000 miles with sat nav. 

RENAULT Scenic 1.9 Diesel Expression. In silver, 67,000 miles, versatile people carrier at. 

SMART City Pulse 700 Auto in lime and black, low mileage example. 

FORD Ka 1.3i In blue, 48,000 miles, 1 local owner. 
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05 FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury. In electric 
blue with black leather, 18,000 miles, fun 
convertible . £4,995 


01446 722600 [gO 

Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) WARRANTIES 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE 
ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS 
CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 

www.garywatsonmotorcompany.co.uk 
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Ice cream hopes 
at Knap hit for 
six as thieves 
raid the freezer 
storage room 


REGULAR visitors to the 
Knap have been left disgusted 
by the theft of a freezer which 
had been bought by a local 
vendor to supply people with 
ice creams. 

Tiffany Sinanaj (39) who owns 
Mochachocalatta, a business provid¬ 
ing tourists and locals with coffee, 
teas and cakes, decided to respond to 
public demand by selling ice creams 
too. 

She told The GEM: “I ordered a 
freezer which cost £500 and put it in 
a storeroom, which is adjacent to the 
disabled toilet at the Knap. 

“It was there at 8.30pm on 
Tuesday, August 3 but by 7am the 
next morning it had gone. 


“I have reported the theft to the 
police. It was a commercial freezer 
that would have required two men 
and a van to have taken it away. 

“It seems likely that someone was 
watching while it was stored. 

“It is so disappointing. People had 
been asking me to provide ice 
creams. The freezer cost me a lot of 
money and now I can’t supply what 
people want.” 

Tiffany has pasted a note to the 
door of the toilet block appealing: 

“To the people who have stolen the 
freezer, please, please return it. I have 
struggled to buy it to provide ice cream 
for people enjoying the Knap. This is 
my livelihood.” 

Anyone with information should 
contact Crimestoppers on 0800 555 
111 . 


NEWS FROM CADOXTON BOWLING CLUB 


Winning week 
for the bowlers 


CADOXTON 
boosted their posi¬ 
tion in the Munro 
Cup league with a 
gain of 10 points, at 
home against 
Millwood. 

Graham Brown’s rink 
took the honours with a 
devastating win against 
the rink skipped by 
Arthur Norris. Only six 
winning ends were man¬ 
aged by the visitors, 
while the score against 
them mounted steadily 
throughout. The advan¬ 
tage taken doubled the 
loss on the rink skipped 
by Howard Craven, 
which trailed throughout 
against the Brian 
Crockford rink. 

Don Kuhnell’s four 
had a close encounter, 
with their opposition 
skipped by Colin James, 
until a ‘4’ on the eighth 
end opened a gap which 
was never relinquished. 

The advantage on this 
rink also doubled the 
loss on the rink skipped 
by Kelvin Chedgzoy, 
which fought back well 
after conceding a ‘5’ and 
‘4’, early in the match, 
against Keith Davies’s 
rink. 

T Bishop, R Cole, A 
Carpenter, D Kuhnell 
17-11; B Knight, L 
Davies, J Stewart, H 
Craven 13-23; P 
Ellis, G Solomon, A 
Brown, G Brown 26-6; 
G Jones, L Cundliffe, I 
Robertson, K Chedgzoy 
14-17. Final score: 
70-57. 

Close at West End 

CADOXTON went to 
Trelai Park for their 
match against Cardiff 
West End, with both 
sides eager for points to 
help stave off the threat 
of relegation. 

The bowling ‘green’, 
which belied its name as 
most of it was brown or 
black, was covered with 


moss. Graham Brown’s 
rink were leading 11-6, 
when a break was made 
for tea. 

The scores were 
brought level on resump¬ 
tion, before a ‘4’ and ‘3’ 
regained the advantage. 
However, the tables 
changed during the last 
six ends and they lost by 
five shots. 

The rink skipped by 
Howard Craven reached 
an advantage of 6-3, all 
singles, but two 2’s 
before the break took 
away the lead. Neither 
side were able to take 
control, but the home 
side managed to hold 
their one-shot lead at the 
end. 

Fortunately for 
Cadoxton, Kelvin 
Chedgzoy’s rink had a 
good day. A ‘5’ and ‘3’ 
boosted their score to 
18-2, and then increased 
further to 26-5. A little 
bit of the shine was 
taken off when seven 
were scored against 
while there was three in 
their favour. 

The rink skipped by 
Don Kuhnell had a terri¬ 
ble start, with a ‘6’ con¬ 
tributing to a 0-15 
deficit. At the break the 
score was 4-21, which 
was covered by the same 
score in Kelvin’s favour. 

On the restart, there 
was a much better 
response by the visitors, 
and 12 were scored 
whilst conceding just 
five. 

Being the last rink on 
and two shots in front 
overall, Don decided to 
let them have the one 
shot they were holding 
by not playing his last 
bowl, to have the nar¬ 
rowest of wins. 

T Bishop, L Davies, J 
Davies, K Chedgzoy 
29-12; R Cole, H 
Hellyar, L Cundliffe, D 
Kuhnell 16-27; P Ellis, 

D Evans, A Brown, G 


Brown 19-23; G Davies, 
A Carpenter, W 
Vaughan, H Craven 

15- 16. Final score: 
79-78. 

‘A’ teams wins on 
three 

THE ‘A’ side hosted the 
match against Millwood 
‘A’, looking for a win to 
keep their hopes of pro¬ 
motion intact. 

The aggregate score 
ended level, but with 
three winning rinks the 
points went 9-5 in their 
favour. 

The only unsuccessful 
rink was skipped by Ivor 
Robertson, which unfor¬ 
tunately conceded a ‘4’ 
on the final end, after a 
recovery which brought 
them from 14-2 down 
to within three shots. 

Roy Harding’s rink 
collapsed when leading 

16- 4, but held on for a 
two-shot win. 

The rink skipped by 
Graham Garland made a 
good recovery from a 
9-3 deficit, when a ‘4’ 
and ‘3’ brought them 
back into the game after 
11 ends. Only three fur¬ 
ther losing rinks before 
the end brought their 
success. 

The four skipped by 
John Stewart cancelled 
out three singles with a 
‘3’. This was almost 
completed in reverse 
when four singles scored 
were reduced with a ‘3’. 

Two single and a ‘3’ 
to either side kept the 
one-shot difference. 
However, the home side 
managed to hold on for a 
four-shot win. 

K Tanner, I Dunbar, D 
Tuck, I Robertson 
16-25; R Doble, V 
Bryant, S Pycroft, G 
Garland 18-15; S 
Clements, G Jones, L 
Little, J Stewart 18-14; 

G Powell, M Curtis, D 
Brook, R Harding 
18-16. Final score: 
70-70. 



ABOVE: Tiffany is still serving teas, coffees 
and cakes - but thanks to mean-spirited 
thieves ice cream is off the menu. 


Murch bowlers’ 
10 point haul 
on the road 


MURCH bowlers 
travelled to Rhoose 
Bowling Club on 
Wednesday for their 
midweek Munro 
Cup game in antici¬ 
pation of what lay 
ahead with the new 
all weather matting 
recently laid at 
Rhoose. 

Murch soon got to 
grips with the the new 
matting and produced 
some good all round 
bowling and managed an 
overall win by one shot 
and 10 points. 

In the game with skip 
Bob Hill, R Pemberton, T 
Rice and H Guppy, it 
remained close up until 
the 15th end - just one 
shot behind. Murch pro¬ 
duced some all round 
bowling, only to see their 
shots driven out of the 
head by Rhoose skip Ray 
Ball, winning 16-11. 

Skip Colin Grant, G 
Santavy, I Robinson and 
M Wheadon got off to a 
good start. They were 6-3 
up on the seventh end but 
Rhoose responded by 
scoring four shots on the 
next three ends, bringing 
the score to 8-8 on the 
11th end. They failed to 
score on the next six 


ends, allowing Murch to 
pull ahead into the final 
end 15-9 up. 

Rhoose fought back 
well and scored six shots 
bringing the score all 
square at 15-15. 

The captain’s rink of 
skip R Mauchline, C 
Parsons, D Blainey and 
D Poole again started off 
well, 6-3 up on the sev¬ 
enth end, but failed to 
score on the next three 
ends, allowing their 
opponents in front at 7-6 
for the first time in the 
game. 

Murch managed to 
edge their way in front to 
12-8 up on the 16th end. 
Rhoose made a late 
comeback and scored 
four shots on final two 
ends to bring the score all 
square at 12-12. 

Skip C Garland, A 
Savage, D Davies and D 
Bateman were the best 
winning rink and led 
from the start to finish, 
never looking in trouble 
until the 13 th end when 
they dropped three shots 
and went on to record a 
win of 15-9. 

Aggregate score: 
Rhoose 52, Murch 53 
(+10 points). 

ROBERT 

PEMBERTON 


Urban Space in 
Windsor hat-trick 


ON AND OFF THE TURF 

with Brian Lee 


A FOUR-YEAR- 
OLD chesnut geld¬ 
ing called Urban 
Space , trained by 
John Flint at 
Kenfig Hill, 
chalked-up its third 
win at Windsor last 
weekend when 
coming home one- 
and-a-half lengths 
ahead of Peace 
Corps in a mile and 
two furlongs handi¬ 
cap race. 

Mr Flint, father of 
promising jumps jockey 
Rhys Flint, said: “Rhys 
will probably persuade 
me to run the horse over 
hurdles now.” 

Urban Space, who is 
owned by Mr Jason 
Tucker, was ridden by 
Keiron Fox, who was 
also in the saddle when 


it won its previous race. 

ERDELI WINS 

Erdeli, a six-year-old 
bay gelding, trained at 
Aberthin by Tim 
Vaughan and ridden by 
seven-pounds-claiming 
apprentice jockey 
Thomas Brown, won 
the Holiday Inn 
Apprentice Handicap 
at Wolverhampton on 
Monday. 

Taking the lead three 
furlongs from the finish 
of this two miles and 119 
yards event, Erdeli, 
owned by the Select 
Racing Club Ltd, won 
easily by five lengths at 
odds of 8-1 to give 
Vaughan, who is better 
known as a trainer of 
hurdlers and steeple¬ 
chasers, another success 
on the flat. 


Barry Athletic 
celebrates a 


clean sweep 


NATHAN BAKER 
took his out-of-form 
Barry Athletic First 
XI to season smug¬ 
glers Lisvane in a 
‘must win’ match if 
the Stags wished to 
challenge for pro¬ 
motion come the 
end of the season. 

Baker continued his 
tradition of winning the 
toss, and asked the hosts 
to bat first on a tricky 
surface that invited a bit 
for the seamers. Barry 
never looked back after 
some consistent bowling 
brought wickets galore. 

The ever-reliable Peter 
Hellyar claimed another 
four to take his tally to 32 
for the season. He was 
assisted by the tight 
bowling of Steve Jones, 
the swing of promising 
youngster, Jake Griffett 
(three wickets) and the 
in-form Billy Usswald 
( 2 ). 

There was superb 
fielding on display by 
Scott Hopkins, with a 
fine run out, and the 
ever-promising Ashley 
Baker, as Lisvane were 
bowled out for a less than 
impressive 152 from 44.4 
overs. 

After the interval, 
opening pair, Damon 
Leake and Nathan Baker 
were strolling along at 
58-0, before Baker fell 
victim to Srinivas for a 
respectable 27 - bringing 
in younger brother, 
Ashley Baker. Both put 
on a batting exhibition 
and kept going until 
Leake passed 50 for the 
fifth time this season, 
before being stumped for 
54. Ashley Baker soon 
followed for 29. 

Middle order batsman, 
Ian Gadd, could only 
score eight as he was 
given out lbw. The deci¬ 
sion was upheld after a 
referral had gone with 
the on-field umpire. 
Andrew Buckland and 
Anjan Ganapathy held 
out for a six-wicket win 
and another 20 points for 
the Stags, now in second 
place. 

Seconds take 
step towards 
safety 

Martin Baker was on 
hand to captain Barry 
Athletic Second XI and 
the opponents came in 
the form of Brecon. 

The Stag bowlers were 
soon in full control as 
Brecon failed to take 
advantage of a good bat¬ 
ting track. Top quality 
bowling from Phillip 
Thomas and John Gee 
saw the Stags take charge 
of the innings and contin¬ 
ue to take wickets at reg¬ 
ular intervals. 

Gwyn Price top- 
scored with 43 as some 
great ‘rabbit’ bowling 
from Simon Phillips (3- 
42) saw the visitors close 
on 213-8 from their 50 
overs. 

After tea, the Stags 
began shakily as Andy 
Ellis and Dewi Evans 
both departed for low 
scores. The Barry bats¬ 
men were in a tough situ¬ 
ation and were in need of 


a saviour; up stepped 
club legend, Phil 
Thomas, as he showed 
Brecon what happens 
when you cross a bats¬ 
man with his ability. 

He immediately took 
the match away from the 
visitors and mustered up 
a fine century to finish on 
119 not out - a fine 
effort. 

The Stags were assist¬ 
ed heavily by the extras 
column, but the batting 
display of Thomas saw 
the Stags home as they 
reached their target with 
9.2 overs to spare, for the 
loss of just five wickets - 
claiming 19 points in the 
process. 

Good win 
for Thirds 

Andy Ellis led Barry 
Athletic Third XI into the 
match at Creigiau, won 
the toss and chose to 
bowl first, to many peo¬ 
ple’s surprise. 

However, Ellis’ deci¬ 
sion was soon justified as 
Barry immediately had 
Creigiau on the ropes. 
With a disciplined bowl¬ 
ing line-up, Dafydd Frost 
immediately made his 
mark on the game with a 
fine display of swing 
bowling. 

Kelvin Williams and 
Steve Jones produced a 
fine display of seam and 
spin bowling. The 
youngsters had a chance 
to impress and Rhys 
Hatton, Tom Ellis and 
Callum Twomey all con¬ 
tributed in the wickets 
column. Creigiau were 
bowled out for just 67 in 
33 overs. 

After the interval, the 
Stags punished Creigiau 
for some average bowl¬ 
ing. Jophin Reji was dis¬ 
missed for just 5, and 
Baker was dropped by 
Lewis from his own 
bowling. Baker recov¬ 
ered from the near miss 
and cruised through the 
Creigiau bowling attack. 

Young Tom Ellis fell 
on 16 after being caught 
and bowled by Hywel 
Williams, but by that 
time the Stags were near¬ 
ly there and skipper 
Andy Ellis stayed with 
Baker and finished 
Creigiau off. 


BACK in the 1930s, 
a rather portly gen¬ 
tleman, known to all 
as ‘Pop’ John, was a 
playing member of 
Brynhill Golf Club. 

As he was rather a 
large gentleman, he 
always carried a pencil 
golf bag with just four 
clubs in it, and never car¬ 
ried it himself, but gave 
l/6d to one of the young 
lads hanging around out¬ 
side the caddy master’s 
hut. 

Pop John would play 
four holes (the nearest to 
the clubhouse), pay the 
lad who was lucky 
enough to get the bag, 
then play the same four 
holes pay the lad, then do 


Barry won by eight 
wickets and claimed a 
much-needed 19 points. 

Stags soar 
into semis 

Andrew Buckland led 
his Bucky’s Bashers XI 
into the Midweek Cup 
quarter-final against 
Dinas Powys on Monday. 

After heavy down¬ 
pours in the day, praise 
must go to Ian Gadd for 
getting the match on. 
Dinas Powys, to many 
people’s surprise, won 
the toss and chose to bat 
first. 

Barry began strongly 
and with the changed for¬ 
mat of this tournament, 
everyone had to bowl 
two overs each and retire 
at 35 with the bat. The 
Stags took early wickets 
to put the pressure on the 
visitors. Phil Thomas (2- 
11) and Brad Dodd (2- 
17) impressed with the 
ball, but some fine run¬ 
ning in between the 
wickets ensured that 
Dinas Powys finished on 
a competitive 141 all out 
from their 20 overs. 

After the interval, dis¬ 
aster struck for the Stags. 
Thomas was struggling 
with a leg problem and 
Ashley Baker was caught 
and bowled for 5. 
However, Thomas sol¬ 
diered on with Reji, and 
propelled the Stags to a 
winnable situation, after 
reaching 66-1 from 10 
overs. 

Soon after, Thomas 
departed for a useful 33 
and Reji made a quick- 
fire 24 before being 
caught at extra cover. 

The Stags needed a 
hero and that is what they 
got, in the shape and 
form of Andrew 
Buckland. 

He proved his worth 
by immediately taking 
the game to the visitors 
and retiring on 35 after 
23 balls. With the finish¬ 
ing line in sight, Dewi 
Evans made a match¬ 
winning contribution of 
30 not out from just 12 
balls, and with a useful 
partnership formed 
between Evans and 
Richard Eastman, the 
Stags closed on 144-5 
from 17.3 overs. AB 


it one more time. 

He always played 12 
holes, with three lads 
each earning l/6d (8p 
nowadays) - though it 
was pointed out that the 
caddy master always 
took 3d from each lad 
afterwards. 

Now, some 60-odd 
years later, the members 
of Brynhill play an annu¬ 
al tournament known as 
The Pop John Tankard, 
and to commemorate the 
event each entrant is only 
allowed to play with four 
clubs - a wood, two irons 
and a putter, just as Pop 
John did back in the 
1930s. 

In 2010, the winner, 
with a nett score of 76 
was Peter Curtis. 


Trophy has a 
story behind it 
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GEM sport 


Wick RFC 
has a warm 
welcome for 
players past 
and present! 

Wick RFC has produced this commemorative 
photo of past and present members. The club 
would like to thank Atlantic College for 
allowing the use of St Donat’s Castle grounds 
and The Lamb & Flag for hosting 
the function. 


Deeke moves from 
Ospreys to the Army 

A 19-year-old rugby 
star from Cornelly 
has swapped his 
Wales rugby shirt 
for Army combats 
as he prepares to 
join the Royal 
Mechanical and 
Electrical 
Engineers (REME) 
regiment this 
October. 

Deeke Morse played 
in the Ospreys Academy 
youth squad and gained 
a Welsh cap when he 
played for Wales at 
under-16 level. He 
decided to join the Army 
so he could continue 
playing rugby at a high 
level and earn a skilled 
trade. 

After completing a 
City and Guilds course 
in Vehicle Maintenance 
and Repair at Bridgend 
College, Deeke started 
work at Extreme 
Physique in Pyle and 
still plays for Kenfig 
Hill Rugby Club. 

He has passed Army 
selection and is currently 
working towards starting 
his basic training in 
Pirbright, and then onto 
phase 2 training in 
Broughton, Hampshire, 
before joining his regi¬ 
ment. 

Deeke said: “I’ve 
been playing rugby since 



ABOVE: Deeke Morse. 


I was in school and to 
reach international level 
was a dream for me. I’d 
been to a couple of 
Army taster days in 
Aldershot when I was in 
the Ospreys Academy, 
where I did lots of train¬ 
ing and learned Army 
skills, so when I was 
unemployed last year I 
thought I’d go into the 


seemed like a good 
option as I’d already 
been to Bridgend 
College to study for my 
City and Guilds qualifi¬ 
cation, so it was the next 
step. 

“My parents are sup¬ 
porting me all the way 
and Daz from the 
Bridgend Army Careers 
Office has also been a 


Army office about career great help. We’ve been 


options. 

“In the Army I’ll be 
able to train hard and 
play rugby at a top level, 
but I’ll also be able to 


doing running club 
together, which has been 
hard work but I’ve been 
pushed hard. I’m doing 
my own training now 


earn qualifications which and I’m looking forward 


will help me in the 
future. The REME 


Croissants make 
it six of the best 


MATTHEW POND 
starred as 

Croissants made it 
six wins out of six in 
the Bridgend Six-a¬ 
side football league 
by squeaking home 
3-2 against B 
Attack. 

The Pie Boys also 
enjoyed a narrow victory, pl ete the quartet, 
beating Hangover Heroes were held 1-1 


top of division one, and 
four sides are now tied on 
eight points apiece. 

Persil Boys moved top 
after beating fellow high¬ 
fliers Dead End Jobs 3-0, 
with Team Extreme sec¬ 
ond after a 4-0 Michael 
Cotter-inspired romp 
over Inter Wildmill. 

Young Exiles com- 
but 
by 


by the game’s only goal Laleston Lions, who had 
to move away from the Harry Cox at his best, 
basement, while strug- Anyone who wants to 
gling duo Allstars and join the Six-a-side foot- 
Bulldogs served up a ball leagues in Bridgend 
classic which finished 3- can ring 0845 230 2340 
3. or visit www.leisure- 

It was all change at the leagues.net 


to October when I can 
get started with the 
Army.” 

The REME regiment 
units are stationed all 
over the world, with 
most in the UK and 
Germany. There are also 
REME units in Canada, 
Belize, Cyprus, the Far 
East and the Falklands. 

Staff Sgt Daz Woods 
from the Army Careers 
Office in Bridgend said: 
“Deeke is a top candi¬ 
date and I wish him all 
the best in his future 
career with the Army. 
He’ll be playing world- 
class rugby but also 
gaining professional 
qualifications that will 
stay with him for life.” 

For more information 
about Army careers, 
visit: 

www. armyjobs. mod. uk/w 
ales or contact the 
Bridgend office at 76 
Nolton Street, Bridgend 
on 01656 649318. 


Olympic hopeful Helen keeps up 
the pressure in Olympic run-up 


BRIDGEND triathlete 
Helen Jenkins is staying 
on track for the London 
Olympics in 2012. 

The 26-year-old, who was 
crowned world champion in 
2008, proved her London 2012 
potential last month, coming 
home third at the London leg 
of ITU World Championship 
Series for the second year in a 
row. 

That race was also staged in 
Hyde Park and while not iden¬ 
tical, shared the majority of the 
route of the London 2012 
event, which will briefly leave 
the grounds to showcase the 
capital’s postcard sights. 

While it was Jenkins’ sec¬ 
ond podium finish of the sea¬ 


son, having also finished third 
in Madrid, she is yet to hit the 
dizzy heights of 2008 which 
saw her on top of the world 
before a disappointing 
Olympic debut in Beijing. 

Two years on however, and 
she is adamant she will not 
make the same mistakes twice. 

She said: “I wouldn't say I 
haven't been giving it all this 
year, but I want to keep going 
on the up and up until I reach 
London, because that is the 
main goal. 

“In the recent London race I 
couldn’t believe the number of 
people who were cheering for 
me. I always get a little more 
nervous in front of a home 
crowd. 

“There’s a bit more pres¬ 


sure. But it’s great practice for 
the Olympics, for selection 
races and I really enjoyed 
myself. 

Jenkins’ season is set to cli¬ 
max at the World 
Championships Series finale in 
Budapest next month - giving 
her ample recovery time 
before plotting her 2011 cam¬ 
paign. 

It could have been a differ¬ 
ent story if Delhi could pro¬ 
vide suitable facilities to host 
an outdoor swimming event 
but as the Indian capital can¬ 
not, the 2010 Commonwealth 
Games this October does not 
have a triathlon competition. 

The sport’s absence has not 
gone down well with Great 
Britain’s current world cham¬ 


pion Alistair Brownlee, but 
compatriot Jen ki ns admits 
she’s not losing sleep about 
missing out on a passage to 
India. 

“It’s nice not to have to 
focus on it this year,” Jenkins 
added. “Don’t get me wrong, I 
love competing for Wales and 
I’ll look forward to doing it 
again in 2014, but as there is a 
home Olympics in two years 
there’s much more emphasis 
on that at the moment.” 

Lloyds TSB is the proud 
partner of the London 2012 
Olympic and Paralympic 
Games and supporter of Team 
GB on their journey to London 
2012. Visit 

www.LloydsTSB.com/ 

London2012 


SCORPIONS 
DREAM OF 
PLAY-OFFS 


SOUTH WALES SCORPIONS 22 
DONCASTER 8 


SOUTH Wales 
Scorpions just need 
a bonus point 
against York City 
Knights at The 
Gnoll next Sunday 
to qualify for the 
play-offs in their 
very first season. 

The match kicks off 
at 1pm and the 
Scorpions are holding 
an end of season family 
day to celebrate their 
final home game of the 
inaugural campaign. 

The Welsh side beat 
Doncaster 22-8 at The 
Gnoll on Sunday after¬ 
noon for their ninth win 
of the season. 

In a match plagued 
by controversial referee¬ 
ing decisions, it only 
took Scorpions three 
minutes to take the lead 
when Loz Wildbore 
dived over from close 
range; Lloyd White con¬ 
verted. 

Doncaster’s Rob Lunt 
scored just left of the 
posts with Aaron 
Dobeck converting, then 
adding a penalty to give 
his side an 8-6 lead. 


But the lead didn’t 
last long. Following a 
scrum, Aled James fed a 
high pass over to Ashley 
Bateman who cleanly 
caught and scored in the 
corner. 

Scorpions extended 
their lead when Lewis 
Mills rolled over the 
line after looking like 
he’d blown his chance 
after stumbling when 
receiving the ball out 
wide. Loz Wildbore 
converted and the home 
side, after being 8-6 
down, suddenly were 
16-8 up. 

Wildbore missed a 
tricky penalty four min¬ 
utes before the interval 
but four minutes after 
the restart, he did suc¬ 
cessfully convert after 
Lee Williams took 
advantage of a loose 
ball to score a try under 
the sticks. 

Paul Hughes was 
short by centimetres as 
Doncaster pressed after 
winning a scrum against 
the head and feed while 
Shaun Leaf was also 
held up, but this looked 
justified. 

IAN GOLDEN 


Tachograph 

Services 

Limited 


Tel: 01446 734797 
Mobile: 07815 154817 
Fax: 01446 732495 


Services we offer include: 

• Complete Installations 

• Minor Work 

• 12v and 24v Systems 

• 2 Year Calibrations 

• 6 Year Calibrations 

• Analogue and Digital 

• Rolling Road Brake Testing 

We aim to provide a first class service to 
the customer, where we prioritize your 
needs, this means making ourselves 
available to you on weekends, thus reducing 
the time your vehicles spend off the road. 

Unit 6, Atlantic Business Park, 
Hayes Road, Barry, 

Vale of Glamorgan CF63 3RF 

www.tachographservicesltd.co.uk 

tricia@pm-rees-and-sons.co.uk 





























